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              

            
           


 
         
    

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    
   



  

    
  
   

   


   
 



 
             
 

 







         


            
          
        

           

           
        

    



 
 












  





 
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

 

  



           



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
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
         





  
          

            
       

          

            

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
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        
           












       
           





 



 

           

         
            


 
 






    
          
            

    




 

 
         


        

   
           












   



            


    


      



     













 
             



           


            
  

          
             
          
   



 
            
            
            





 
              

         

 


             
          

 
    

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
            


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
           

 
    




             




 


           
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
   
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     


  
   

 

    



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
              

  
  
   
  

    


    
  
  

     
  
  

   
    



 
  

        

        
       


     
      
       
       


      
      


            







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be turned into nursing homes, boarding houses and schools. They all stood in 
their own gardens, some of which were two acres or more in extent, and Palace 
Road was actually a private road. It had a uniformed keeper, barriers each end 
that were closed one day in each year and no funerals (except those of residents) 
or other óobjectionableô traffic was allowed to pass along it. The road had re-
ceived its name because, looking up it from west to east, one had a fine view of 
the distant Crystal Palace away on the heights of Sydenham. 

ñClinton was one of the smaller houses in the road, but it had a good, square 
central hall, three reception and six bedrooms, and its principal rooms were all 
large with big semi-circular windows at their western ends. It was also one of 
the most modern, built probably about 1900, with only two floors above stairs 
and no basement; so was easy to run. I had been given two rooms on the top 
floor, overlooking the garden, for my bedroom and a private sitting-room. 

ñI never felt the love for it that I had had for Wootton, for although Clinton 
had a detached garage with a flat over for a chauffeur, it had no other outbuild-
ings, potting sheds, lofts, etc., such as the much older house had had, and its gar-
den, a triangle between the two roads, had neither the size, privacy nor attrac-
tiveness that had made old gardener Gunnôs domain such a joy to me during my 
schooldays. Nevertheless, it was a great improvement on Becmead Avenue, and 
made a very comfortable home. It also had the advantage of being within a quar-
ter of a mile of the back gates of Aspen House garden (his grandparentsô home). 

ñAs my parents had only just moved in I was temporarily placed at my 
motherôs disposal to help her get things in order. At the same time I resumed all 
my old social activities with the Sharps, Goslings and other friends with whom I 
had kept up a correspondence while abroad. A fortnight sped by and we began to 
decorate the house for Christmas.ò 

In 1927 Dennisôs father died and in 1930 his mother became Lady Newton 
when she married Sir Louis Newton, a former Lord Mayor of London, and the 
familyôs association with Streatham came to an end. 

Dennis started his working life in his fatherôs wine business in Mayfair, 
which he took over after the First World War. He sold the business in 1930 to 
concentrate on his writing, producing popular fiction novels, a number of which 
were filmed, such as The Devil Rides Out and To the Devil a Daughter. 

At the height of his popularity his books were translated into 31 languages. 
He died in November 1977 at which time he was living at 60 Cadogan Square, 
London SW1. He is buried in West Norwood Cemetery. 

Before the Wheatleys moved to Clinton House, it had been the home of Ben-
jamin Pearce Lucas, Managing Director of the Camden Town Palace of Varie-
ties. He appears to have moved to the property around 1898. The house was 
probably built in 1884, when it first appears in local directories, at which time it 
was occupied by John Newton. 
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THE CHISWICK PALAIS A LA STREATHAM          JWB 
 

Spencer Hobbs has recently made an intriguing discovery concerning the former 
Gaumont Picture Palace at Streatham Hill, more recently known as the Mega-
bowl Bowling Alley. He very kindly sent me a DVD copy of the 1950 film 
óDance Hallô featuring a very young Petula Clark, in which the exterior of the 
Gaumont Cinema makes a brief appearance as the Chiswick Palais Dance Hall. 

The film was made by 
Michael Balcon and it 
is interesting that he 
chose the then closed 
cinema to be done up 
as the Chiswick Palais 
rather than the Locarno 
Dance Hall, which was 
just down the road. Ob-
viously the Locarno 
was not so impressive a 
building and probably 
was too well known as 
a Streatham dance hall 
to have been passed off 
as a similar establish-
ment in Chiswick. 
Also, one of the char-

acters in the film mentions having learned some new dance steps ñat Streathamò 
in an early dance hall scene of the film which, one assumes, could only have 
been acquired by tuition at the Locarno. 

There was one other fascinating Streatham link with the film in that the lead 
song of the production óYouôre Only Dreamingô was sung by Hy Hazell. She 
used to live at 14 Valley Road in Streatham. Her real name was Hyacinth Hig-
gins, so perhaps it is no wonder that she changed it. Her father was Esso Hig-
gins, who named all his children after flowers, her two sisters being christened 
Violet and Iris. 

Hyacinth  was born on October 4 1920 and attended Grandison College, in 
London Road, Norbury, and Streatham College for Girls at the Shrubbery in 
Streatham High Road. At the age of 8 she won a national competition as Brit-
ainôs most beautiful child. She was a keen dancer, and was trained at the local 
Robinson School of Dancing. At the age of 17 she appeared on the West End 
stage in óOn Your Toesô. 

During the war she joined ENSA and travelled extensively entertaining the 
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troops. Although she appeared in several films, she is best known as a principal 
boy, making her panto debut in 1948. She also achieved success on the stage and 
in 1959 was in the Mermaid Theatreôs opening production of Bernard Milesôs 
óLock Up Your Daughtersô and toured with the play in Australia. She later 
starred for two years in the hit West End production of óCharlie Girlô and in 
1969 appeared in Her Majesty's Theatreôs production of óFiddler on the Roofô. 

She died in May 1970 under tragic circumstances, whilst choking on a piece 
of meat. 

Spencer is continually digging up fascinating items relating to Streatham, 
particularly connected with his research into Streatham Cinemas and other 
places of entertainment, as well as local shops. 
 
JACK THE RIPPER - THE STREATHAM CONNECTION        JWB 
 

In 1988 when I was exploring the possibility of publishing a local history book 
on Whitechapel, to mark the centenary of the Jack the Ripper murders, I discov-
ered references to a local Streatham man who had been arrested on suspicion of 
being the Ripper. 

The incident occurred at around noon on the 21st November 1888, 12 days 
after what is now considered to be the Ripper's final, and most gruesome, mur-
der, that of Mary Jane Kelly at 13 Millers Court, in the East End of London. 

A Mrs Fanny Drake, of the Conservative Club, living at 15 Clerkenwell 
Green, was walking over Westminster Bridge when a man answering the de-
scription of the Whitechapel murderer approached her, and as he passed he gave 
her ñsuch a grin as she would always remember itò. Mrs Drake immediately re-
traced her steps across the bridge and followed the man until they were opposite 
Westminster Abbey where she saw a mounted policeman, an Inspector Walsh, to 
whom she reported the incident. 

The Inspector sent Mrs Drake to Rochester Row Police Station and followed 
the suspect as he walked to the Army and Navy Stores in Victoria Street. There 
he duly apprehended the man and took him to the Charge Room at Rochester 
Row where the mystery grinner was interviewed by Inspector D Fairey. 

On being asked to account for himself, the gentleman produced his business 
card and correspondence showing that he was Mr Douglas Cow, of Cow & Co., 
India Rubber manufacturers of Streatham, with offices at 70 Cheapside in Lon-
don, and that he resided at 8 Kempshott Road, Streatham Common. 

This information was relayed to Mrs Drake who, on learning that he was a 
respectable businessman, at once apologised to him for having caused him in-
convenience and both parties left the station. 

Douglas Cow must have had an evil-looking grin indeed for Fanny to report 
him to the police as a Ripper suspect. Unquestionably Ripper fever was running 
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high in London at that time and, when mixed with Victorian morals towards sex 
and impropriety, a villainous smile was all it took in the days following the Rip-
per murders to be considered a suspect for one of the most heinous crimes of the 
age. 

However, what today is equally surprising is that merely producing a busi-
ness card showing that you are a manufacturer of rubber goods in Streatham was 
sufficient to ensure your immediate release from custody. 
 For many years I believed this incident to be the only Ripper connection 
with Streatham until recent research by Kevin Kelly unearthed another fascinat-
ing reference concerning a man who once lived just yards away from my old 
family home in Danbrook Road in South Streatham. 

This concerns the murder 
of the prostitute, Frances 
Coles, in Swallow Gar-
dens, on 13th February 
1891, whose killing was 
attributed as a Ripper mur-
der, due to its macabre 
nature, although it was 
dismissed as such by Sir 
Melville Macnaughten, 
who joined Scotland Yard 
as an Assistant Chief Con-
stable with the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(CID) in 1889, a year af-

ter the Ripper murders, and wrote a confidential note on the subject. 
James Sadler, also known as Tom Sadler, an itinerant seaman with a nasty 

temper, was born c1838 in Stepney. He had known Frances when on shore leave 
18 months earlier. So when he saw her, following his discharge from his ship on 
the 11th February 1891, he had renewed her acquaintance and they spent the 
night drinking together, after which he took her back to his cheap lodging house 
in Dorset Street. 

After they rose at midday on the 12th, they resumed their drinking. Later that 
afternoon, as the couple continued their pub crawl, Sadler bought Frances a new 
hat and she was seen wearing it as they staggered from pub to pub. 
 As the couple lurched down Thrawl Street to their next drinking stop, Sadler 
was hit on the back of the head by a women in a red shawl and a gang of men 
then set about him, robbing him of his watch and money. After the thieves had 
run off, Sadler slowly recovered from the assault. When he eventually rose from 
the ground, he had a flaming row with Frances Coles as to why she had not 
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come to his assistance when he was 
being mugged. 

As James was now penniless and 
destitute and unable to buy any more 
drinks, Frances parted company and 
Sadler was left on his own. He re-
turned to the docks hoping to get a 
birth for the night but, when this 
failed, he went back to the Dover 
Street doss house where he found a 
drunken Frances in the kitchen sleep-
ing off her insobriety. The landlord 
allowed Frances to stay, but turned 
Sadler out. No doubt he anticipated 
that a man may turn up later in the 
night who would be prepared to pay 
to share a bed with Coles. Alas this 
was not the case and she left the 
lodging house and nothing more is 
known of her movements until she 
was discovered in Swallow Gardens 
with her throat cut. 

Sadler was arrested for Francesôs murder. After questioning, the police had 
suspicions that he could have been involved in the earlier Jack the Ripper kill-
ings. So strong were their suspicions, Sadler was included in an identity parade 
attended by a witness to a previous Whitechapel murder. However, the witness 
failed to identify him. Having alibis for the time of the Ripper murders when, 
between 17th August and 1st October 1888, he was aboard the ship, Winestead, 
and the police having no concrete evidence proving that he had killed Coles, 
charges against him were dropped and he was freed on the 2nd March. 

Following this incident, Sadler became reunited with his wife, Sara, and their 
family. Two months later they were living together at 121 Danbrook Road, 
Streatham, where they were running a chandlersô shop. They appear to have fi-
nanced their Streatham business venture from money Sadler had obtained by 
selling his story to the newspapers following his release for the murder of Fran-
ces Coles. 

Despite their new start in life, James uncontrollable temper soon came to the 
fore again. Probably after a bout of heavy drinking in the local Streatham pubs, 
he appears to have attacked his wife. On the 10th December 1891, Sarah Sadler 
wrote to the police accusing her husband of assaulting her. The police were 
quick to investigate the complaint, no doubt because suspicions of Sadler being 

James Thomas Sadler 
(Contemporary illustration) 
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a candidate for Jack the Ripper was still fresh in their minds. It transpired that 
James had not only beaten his wife and treated her cruelly but had also been 
heard to threaten to kill her. 

Their lodger, James Moffatt, described the seaman as a ñtreacherous and 
cowardly manò and was so afraid of him that he would lock himself in his room 
at night for fear that Sadler may inadvertently enter his lodgings when he was 
the worse for drink. It is not known if Moffatt knew his landlord was once sus-
pected of being Jack the Ripper, notwithstanding which he had no doubts that he 
was a brutal and vicious man well capable of committing murder. 

Despite her husbandôs cruelty towards her, Sarah did not press charges. 
However, she must have been relieved when the police told her that a constable 
would be posted to keep an eye on their Danbrook Road shop to ensure her fu-
ture safety. 

Despite this, things did not improve and, in March 1892, James Moffatt felt 
compelled to write to the police, such was his concern about Jamesôs aggressive 
behaviour towards his wife. 

Two months later, on 9th May 1892, Sadler was heard to threaten to cut his 
wifeôs throat; as a consequence of which he was taken before the Lambeth Po-
lice Court on 16th May, where he was bound over to keep the peace. 

Although the 1892 Streatham Directory lists James Thomas Sadler as run-
ning a general shop at 121 Danbrook Road, by January 1893 he was no longer 
living in Streatham and had taken lodgings at 108 Faraday Street, Camberwell. 
James and Sarah appear to have sold their business to Charles Michael Hubbard, 
who is detailed as running the shop in the 1894 local directory and continued to 
trade there until the end of the decade. It is assumed that, once Sadler had quit 
the premises, the elderly James Moffatt no longer had cause to lock his door at 
night and started to enjoy a good nightôs sleep again. 

It is not known when James Sadler died. The Camberwell death registers list 
a Thomas Sadler as dying there in 1906 and a James Sadler of around the right 
age is also registered as dying in Wandsworth in 1910. 

It is intriguing to speculate that my paternal grandparents, who lived at 47 
Danbrook Road, and my maternal grandparents, who lived in the adjacent Col-
mer Road, may have known the Sadlers and could have shopped in their store. 
 Definitely by the 1950s, when I and my brothers would ñrun down to Wack-
ettsò - the name by which we then called the shop, after Miss Wackett who ran 
the premises in the 1920s - all knowledge of a contender for being Jack the Rip-
per having traded there had long since been forgotten. However, the old wooden 
panelling on the walls and the well-worn counter, that the Sadlers would have 
known so well, could still be seen and had probably not been painted or var-
nished since the hands of the Jack the Ripper suspect had rubbed up against 
them in the 1890s. 
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STREATHAM SOCIETY REPORTS 

ENVIRONMENTAL & PLANNING MATTERS       Brian Bloice 
Committee Report 
Items discussed at recent committee meetings include: 
¶ Volunteer bookstall helpers thanked for recent successes 
¶ Donation to Christ Church (Grade I listed) towards renewal of heating 
¶ Agreement to support new Civic Trust initiative 
¶ Concern over state of Rookery Gardens 
¶ Concern over state of grotto in Henry Tate Gardens 
¶ Purchase of sound system for meetings 
¶ Public meeting with Tesco concerning ice rink and hub 
(The meeting with Tesco subsequently took place. Their representative gave 
very little information but indicated that an announcement or planning applica-
tion would be made in the next few weeks.) 
 
FINANCE 
Financial Summary for year ending March 2009 (See report submitted by treas-
urer at the AGM in Newsletter 197): 
 Income:   Ã5,212     Expenditure   Ã7,312     Assets:    Ã33,763 
 The Societyôs accounts for the year ending March 31st 2009 have now been 
examined and passed by the auditor. This means, for the first time for several 
years, the Society has been able to fulfil all legal requirements of the charity 
commissioners within the required time span. We thank our former treasurer, 
Peter Main, our current treasurer, Keith Searle, and our auditor, Allen Brown, 
for their efforts in achieving these ends. 

Any member who wishes to have a copy of the accounts for the year ending 
March 2009 can obtain them by contacting our chairman, Brian Bloice, either by 
phone or email (see back page).  

MEETINGS REPORTS            BB/JH 
Refreshments 
Our meetings have recently been much enhanced by the provision of refresh-
ments by four volunteers: Pauline Hewitt, Barbara Beer, Christine Bonnell and 
Ruth Garnett. We knew this would be a popular move, but were worried that 
serving 40-80 people in the short time available would be impossible. However 
the ladies are extremely efficient and serve tea, coffee, biscuits and cake, and 
clear up, hopefully without missing too much of the programme. They buy, pre-
pare and deal with stock and costs themselves - and also manage to donate a 
small profit to the Society. Thank you very much, ladies. (However, Brian may 
need a bell to summon back everyone to the talk, such is the volume of chat!) 
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The Architects & Architecture of Streatham 
The Local History talk on July 6th was given by Brian Bloice. He gave his an-
nual r®sum® of Streathamôs heritage for the Streatham Festival programme. This 
year he chose to focus on a number of national architects who had worked on 
designs for a number of buildings in Streatham. Prominent architects such as 
Richard Norman Shaw, Charles Barry, Henry Curry and Ernest George were all 
highlighted and their buildings illustrated. Many of the architects and their 
buildings are featured in the Heritage Trail series published by the Society. 
 

Dr Johnson - A Biography 
On July 20th we welcomed the first of our experts on Dr Johnson, Dr Peter 
Martin. Dr Martinôs acclaimed Samuel Johnson: A Biography was published in 
2008, following his earlier biographies of Johnsonôs contemporaries, Edmund 
Malone and James Boswell. This year, he also published Samuel Johnson: 
Selected Writings (a tercentenary edition). 
 Dr Martin outlined his differering emphases and detail from Boswellôs 
contemporary biography. The latter, based on many hours of mainly intellectual 
conversation with Johnson, thus omitted much personal detail, such as the 
problems with his school in Lichfield, his marriage, his melancholia, his fear of 
being alone, his doubts over religion and fear of death. However, he confided 
these fears to Hester Thrale. In his book, Dr Martin gives a detailed analysis of 
this aspect of Johnsonôs character, contrasting it with the considerable ability, 
wisdom, humour and insight displayed in his writing. Following his 
presentation, a lively question time displayed Dr Martinôs depth of knowledge of 
his subject.   
 

Collectables & Antiques 
The local History meeting on August 3rd saw a good attendance for the ever-
popular Collectables & Antiques evening. Membersô interests were revealed by 
the fascinating array of items displayed for discussion: a hand-pumped vacuum 
cleaner, a riding crop, medals for the Empire Games, memorabilia of the 1908 
Olympic Games and cricket photos. Toys, postcards and magazines completed 
the broad spectrum of membersô collections. 
 

Dr Johnson and the Thrales 
Our second Dr Johnson expert spoke to the Local History Group on September 
7th. Stephanie Pickford, the curator of Dr Johnsonôs Museum in Gough Square, 
spoke and illustrated the relationship of Samuel Johnson with Hester and Henry 
Thrale of Streatham Park. For sixteen years, Johnson adopted Streatham as his 
second home and so fond of the village was he that, on his final visit in 1782, he 
attended service at St Leonardôs Church and bade goodbye to the church with a 
kiss. Stephanie outlined his relationship with Hester Thrale, detailed in her diary. 

Streatham Society 198 
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MEMBERSHIP - SUBSCRIPTIONS 2010 DUE         Judy Harris 
 

2010 subscriptions may be paid to me now, at meetings or by post - Ã6 single or 
Ã10 household, (cheques preferable, payable to The Streatham Society). As al-
ways, donations are very welcome. Membership cards will be issued at meetings 
or with the following newsletter. Reminders will be sent with the next newslet-
ter. Please pay before March 2010 to ensure uninterrupted newsletter delivery. 
We again close the year with a healthy membership and donations total.  
 We welcome new members Brenda Keyte, C & F Stonehill, Katherine 
Forster and household and Peter Weston, from New Milton, Hampshire. We 
hope they enjoy their membership of the Streatham Society. 

Hesterôs liveliness, care and intellectual stimulation brought much comfort and 
inspiration to the ailing melancholic, until she remarried after the death of her 
much older husband and was estranged from Johnson.  
 Stephanie displayed an enthusism for her subject and the museum at Dr 
Johnsonôs House, which is well worth a visit. Streatham Park, the Thralesô 
house, no longer exists but was marked by the Streatham Society with a plaque 
on the site on 19 Colson Way in 1986. 
 

The Cuming Museum, Southwark 
On September 21st, Keith Bonnick, a member of the Cuming Museumôs staff, 
gave a well-illustrated talk on the history of the Museum, now housed in the old 
Newington Vestry Hall in the Walworth Road. We learned how the collections 
of Richard Cuming (1777-1870) and his son, Henry Syer Cuming (1817-1902) 
were bequeathed to the Metropolitan Borough of Southwark in 1902 and still 
form a major part of the holdings of the present Cuming Museum. 

Other items collected by the Cumings were also housed in the Southwark 
Local Studies Library and the South London Gallery. Keith described the 
evolution of the museum from these beginnings and showed us a number of 
items the collection contains   

Medieval Streatham 
The Local History meeting on October 5th saw one of the bedrocks of the 
Society, Graham Gower, give a superbly illustrated look at medieval Streatham. 
Graham described the early beginnings of the village around the Saxon 
settlement which, with the building of the parish church, grew into a village 
round St Leonardôs Church. He described the three manors of Streatham & 
Tooting Bec, Leigham and the south Streatham manor of Vauxhall. He followed 
the history of Streatham village, naming many of the residents at different 
periods. This whole period in our village history can be explored more by 
reading Grahamôs recent book, Steatham: Origins and Early History, available 
from the Society, price Ã7.50 (+ Ã1 p&p).     
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MEMBERSô LETTERS 

Streatham Society 198 

ORANGE SACKS         Bill Boyd, by e-mail 
I wonder how many of the Streatham Society share my feelings about the 
óorange sacksô? 
 Since their introduction more and more people have been using them to dis-
pose of the ever increasing amount of recyclable refuse we create in our homes. 
We are now seeing piles of orange sacks as a permanent feature on or near our 
pavements. Many residents - particularly those living in multi-occupancy large 
houses - have little or no storage space. Sacks are put out on a daily basis. The 
bright colour of the sacks is obviously to make them clearly visible to the collec-
tors on dark mornings - but they catch the eye of anyone at anytime walking 
down the leafy lanes of Streatham. 
 I have corresponded with local councillors and council officers about this 
and have suggested that, in the case of large houses with 8/9 wheelie bins, some 
be converted into recyclable bins. Iôm sure there are other solutions. What do 
other members think? 

REMINISCENCES           Anne Mercieca (n®e Rutledge), by e-mail 
As an erstwhile Streatham resident, I occasionally go on to the Streatham Soci-
ety website to see what is happening in and around Streatham. On accessing the 
site today, I read the latest edition of the Pump and noticed your article about 
Brenda Hargreaves and her sterling work for you over the years, including the 
little booklets about Streatham which I still have - somewhere! As a youngster I 
remember Brenda Rockett, as she was then, and her nephew Charlie(?). She may 
not remember me but would have known my parents, Dora and Howard 
Rutledge, who lived at 87a Amesbury Avenue, on the corner of Emsworth 
Street. My father died suddenly when I was 14 and Mum passed away in 1995. 
Please send Brenda my regards. She would have remembered me as a tall, slim, 
faired-haired child! 
 The reason I am writing this is that I have written (well almost finished) an 
account of my life up until I left secondary school at 15. It's surprising how 
much comes to mind if you sit and think about your early life! I well remember 
going shopping in Streatham High Rd, even recalling the names of the shops 

I am delighted by the response to my request for membersô contributions, some 
of which appear below. Two longer articles will appear in the next issue. 
 Maureen Barclay sends good wishes and complimentary comments. A mem-
ber for eighteen months, she thoroughly enjoys our meetings and thinks the an-
nual subscription should be much higher. (It would be if donations were not so 
generous) Thank you, everyone.         JH 
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along its length! I rarely get back to Streatham Hill but, if I am driving nearby, I 
always make a detour to see the places I lived within the Leigham Court Estate, 
87a, 125, and 252 Amesbury, and 75 Lydhurst Avenues. The area certainly has 
changed since I lived there! Being able to access Google Street View has let me 
see all of the area without moving from my seat. 
 There are a few gaps in ñmy storyò which you may be able to help me with 
in the future. I believe you have a copy of a picture of the houses at the top of 
Barcombe Avenue, with some children outside, taken at the turn of the century, 
that was loaned to you for copying many years ago. I still have the original and 
on further scrutiny I find that the houses were in fact at the top of Amesbury 
where the shops are now! 
Trusting you will long continue to keep the Society going - I will be looking at 
the website from time to time, hoping it will jog some more memories of my 
childhood. 
Brenda was most interested to receive this. We have contacted Anne and asked 
for a copy of ñher storyò for our archive and also for permission to reproduce 
excerpts in the newsletter.  

ANOTHER WORD FROM THE EX-EDITOR     Brenda Hargreaves 
I would like to say thank you to those members who wrote to me after my resig-
nation and apologise for not replying to them personally. It was good to know 
that my 23 year stint as editor had been so much appreciated. 
 I also had a very gracious telephone apology from Keith Hill about his refer-
ence to my book about my theatrical memories of the inter-war years. They 
were, of course, memories of the second world war. I was not doing a lot of act-
ing in the inter-war years as I was only 12 when WW2 broke out. 
 
FIRST FRIEND, FIRST LOVE       BH 
It was interesting to learn, via the Mail Online of 14th August, that the late Eve-
lyn Laye, the first Friend of the Streatham Society, was also the first love of the 
late King George VI. He fell in love with her while he was still Prince Albert 
and, despite his happy marriage to Queen Elizabeth (the late Queen Mother), 
remained deeply devoted to ñBooò Laye until the day he died. 
 The Queen Mother was also very fond of Boo and very appreciative of her 
complete discretion in the matter. Even Noel Coward said he could never get her 
to say a word about it although he knew that the king regarded her as ñsome sort 
of goddessò. 
 As they were both single when Prince Albert saw her in óThe Shop Girlô and 
lost his heart, I suppose, had Evelyn been born in the aristocracy, she might have 
become our Queen. In which case, of course, she would hardly have become the 
first Friend of the Streatham Society! 
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES                BH 
The Red Path - This was the path that ran down from Hillside Gardens to 
Kingsmead Road in Norwood. It was called the Red Path because of the colour 
of the earth on it, though whether this was natural or something superimposed on 
I donôt know. It was paved over years ago and, although it must still be there, it 
is no longer The Red Path. 
The Milk Churn - This stood in the front garden of a building - possibly the 
Constitutional Club in Leigham Court Road. It was surrounded by greenery and 
it was there to collect silver paper for some charity. I used to love putting silver 
paper into the milk churn. 
The Round Seat - This was also in Leigham Court Road, at the junction with 
Leigham Avenue. It was a slatted seat which surrounded a tree and it was great 
fun to clamber round when you got the opportunity, but not such fun when 
grown-ups were present and you had to ñsit still like a good girlò. 
Seeing the Milk Go Round - This was exciting but also a bit frightening. It was 
the machinery that you could view through glass at the United Dairies in Valley 
Road but it was extremely noisy so you didn't ñwatch the milk go roundò for 
long. 
The Shoe Shop With the Platform - There were a number of shoe shops in 
Streatham in my childhood, but only one -1 think it was Russell and Bromley, 
but I'm not at all sure - had a raised platform onto which you were taken to have 
new shoes fitted. I found this very exciting, possibly my first experience of 
ñgoing on the stageò! 

LIZ GRAY           BH 
Many of you will have met Liz and Paul Gray at some time over the years. They 
became members of the Society many years ago and, in the early days, often 
came on Society outings. Liz was confined to a wheel-chair and Paul was par-
tially-sighted and now registered blind but, somehow, they managed to get more 
out of life, and to put more in, than many people with no such disadvantages. 
 Liz died on 19th July 2009, only a few weeks after being diagnosed with 
cancer of the pancreas. When she was told she was terminally ill, she said, in her 
typically courageous manner, that she had enjoyed her life and was ready to go 
ñwhen the Lord wants meò. Liz was born with cerebral palsy and so never had 
the use of her legs and it was on a trip to Lourdes that she met Paul. She said, 
ñHe was my miracleò and she also told me, ñI'm his eyes and heôs my legsò. 
Later, he became her arms, too, as she lost the use of them, not because cerebral 
palsy is a degenerative illness, it isnôt, but she had had to use her arms to such a 
degree that she had lost all the strength in them. 
 Liz and Paul could only occasionally attend meetings, but they did if they 
could, and Paul gave us a talk on his work in the Crown Courts, for which he 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The Streatham Society welcomes news, comment and articles of interest to our 
members, but the editor reserves the right to edit these. Opinions expressed may 
not be those of the Society. Please send or email to the editor, details back page. 

 

was awarded an MBE. I have just checked the date of his talk and it was on 19th 
July 2004, exactly five years before Liz died. It was in the last Pump that I ed-
ited that I mentioned how they had attended the Society New Year dinner on that 
bitter cold night in January. Liz and Paul celebrated their silver wedding last 
year. 
 At her funeral in Christ Church, Fr. Steven said that if there was one word to 
describe Liz, it was ñgraciousò. She had to depend so entirely on other people, 
which is not an easy thing to do, and she did it so graciously. 
 Post Script: Unfortunately, a few weeks after the death of Liz, Paul fell over 
a hole in the road, which had not been properly covered, and broke his ankle. He 
was in hospital for a while but, once recovered, he will have a Guide Dog, so it 
was a co-incidence that our October meeting should have been How Guide Dogs 
Are Trained. (We were pleased to see Paul at this talk.) 

HISTORY OF UPPER NORWOOD 
JOINT LIBRARY Talk, Jerry Savage 
Upper Norwood Library 
Thursday 19th November  8pm 
 
FLORAS of SMALL AREAS 
The Botanical Society of the British Isles 
Annual Exhibition Meeting, including an 
exhibition of  the South London Botanical 
Institute's: 
Survey of St Leonardôs Churchyard 
Baden Powell House, Cromwell Rd SW7 
Open to the public 
Saturday 21st November       12 - 5pm 
 

THE STREATHAM SOCIETY ANNUAL DINNER 
Brenda Hargreaves has again organised our annual dinner at the popular 

Bocca Italian restaurant. See enclosed booking form for details. 

St LEONARDôS CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
St Leonardôs Church & Hall 
Saturday 28th November         11 - 3pm 
 

FROM MINSTER TO MORLEY 
Music, Musicians & Music-making in 
Southwark & Lambeth  Talk, Len Reilly 
Southwark & Lambeth Archaeological Soc, 
The Housing Co-op Hall, 106, The Cut, SE1 
Tuesday 8th December  7.30pm 
 

FRIENDS OF BROCKWELL PARK 
WINTER FAYRE 
Brockwell Hall, ground and 1st floor 
Sunday December 13th         11 - 3pm 
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BETTYôS CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
 

Betty Searle has submitted this quiz and will award a prize to the first drawn 
with most correct answers. Please give or send your answers, before Christmas, 
to Mrs Betty Searle, 213 Green Lane, Norbury SW16 3LZ, enclosing your name, 
address and telephone number. 
(Thank you, Betty, and we hope you will soon recover from your recent falls and 
operation.) 
 

 KNOW YOUR LONDON 
 

1. Where did Henry VIII die? 
2. Who founded the Royal Exchange? 
3. What kind of stone is the Lion on the south side of Westminster Bridge 
 made of? 
4. Who developed Belgravia? 
5. What was the name of the house which stood on the site where St 
 George's Hospital (Hyde Park Corner) used to be? 
6. Which river flows under modern Belgravia?     

        (One of London's hidden rivers.) 
7. Where would you find Crosby Hall? 
8.. Who built the first theatre in London and where? 
9. After it was pulled down, where was this theatre re-erected? 
10. What was the original name of the ñOld Vicò? 
11. Name the architect of the Mansion House. 
12. What was there on the site where the Mansion House now stands? 
13. The Mansion House, the residence of the Lord Mayor of London, has an 
 unusual feature. What is it? 
14. What famous artist lived in Leicester Square.    

     (The house was demolished in 1937.) 
15. Who designed the Cenotaph? 
I6. What was the name of Whitehall Palace in the 13th Century? 
17. Where was the body of William Caxton buried? 
I8. What was Trinity House given complete control over in 1836? 
19. Name the building which occupied the site where Tate Britain is today. 
20. Where did the columns of the National Gallery come from? 
21. Where is Sotherbyôs? 
22. In which square would you find the Wallace Collection? 
23. Where did Chippendale have his workshop? 
24. ln which churchyard was Nell Gwynne buried? 

CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR GREETINGS TO ALL OUR MEMBERSCHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR GREETINGS TO ALL OUR MEMBERSCHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR GREETINGS TO ALL OUR MEMBERSCHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR GREETINGS TO ALL OUR MEMBERS    
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Chair, History & Planning Enquiries 
Brian Bloice 
220 Woodmansterne Road 
Streatham SW16 5UA 
Tel: 020 8764 8314 
e-mail: b.bloice@btinternet.com 
 

Joint Vice-Chairs 
Daphne Marchant  Shea Richardson 
 

Secretary & Regeneration Issues 
Robert Doyle 
219 Sternhold Avenue 
Streatham SW2 4PG 
Tel: 020 8674 0459 
e-mail: streatham@supernet.com 
 

Membership & Newsletter Editor 
Judy Harris 
125 Thornlaw Road 
West Norwood SE27 0SQ 
Contact as Brian Bloice 
 

Programme Organiser 
Brenda Hargreaves 
50 Staplefield Close 
Streatham Hill SW2 4AF 
Tel: 020 8674 3196 
 

 

The aim of the Streatham Society is to maintain and improve 
the quality of life for all who live and work in Streatham 

Registered Charity 283297 

SOCIETY CONTACTS 

This newsletter is published by the Streatham Society 
219 Sternhold Avenue, Streatham SW2 4PG 

 

Printed by Ian Reilly, Printline Tel: 020 8255 2110 

Other Committee Members 
Janis Benson Michael Bowtle  
Glyn Kyle  Irene Last 
 

Local History Sub-committee 
Judy Harris Brian Bloice 
John Brown (Publications)  
Roberet Doyle Graham Gower 
Kevin Kelly  Daphne Marchant 
 

Social & Programming Sub-committee 
Brenda Hargreaves Jill Dudman 
Irene Last       Doreen Mackie       
Daphne Marchant Joan Salmon 
 

Publications Orders 
Barbara Woznica 
3 Rowan Crescent, Streatham SW16 5JA 
 

Local History enquiries for John Brown 
316 Green Lane, Streatham SW16 3AS 
or e-mail via Brian Bloice 
 

Webmaster 
Peter Main 
 

Society Website 
streathamsociety.org.uk 
 

Society e-mail for general enquiries 
info@streathamsociety.org.uk 

Copy date for next issue: 5th January 2010 


