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STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL

BALHAM
STREATHAM'S HAMLET

Perhaps better called a village, Balham was, until the
mid-19th century, an integral part of Streatham Parish. It
stood alongside Tooting Bec, Leigham, Streatham South
and Streatham as one of the villages of the parish. Itis an
ancient place, which finds its first reference in history as a
spot-name in a Saxon land charter dated to AD 957. In the
charter, we read of a place called Baelgenham, which is
thought to have been located somewhere in the vicinity of
Bedford Hill.

However, it is not until the Domesday Survey of 1086,
that we read of Balham as a definite place. In the survey
we find a Norman, Geoffrey Orlateile, held the land of
Balham and that this tiny settlement supported one
villager, a smallholder and a slave, with a probable
population of no more than twenty or so people. It would
have been a community of scattered farmsteads, not
dissimilar to the nearby settlements of Streatham,
Leigham and Tooting.

During the Middle Ages, the area of Balham was divided
between two large agricultural estates, Leigham Manor,
which was held by Bermondsey Abbey, and Tooting Bec
Manor, which was held by Bec Abbey in Normandy, later
to be leased to Merton Priory. Balham was to remain
more or less in monastic hands until the Reformation of
the 1530s, after which the farming estates and mixed
woodlands of Balham came into secular hands. In the
century or so which followed the Reformation, Balham
saw the creation and growth of a number of farms and a
gradual loss of local woodland, which was given over to
arable and pasture land. By the 19th century, most of the
farms which made up Balham had disappeared, lost to the
gentrification of the local countryside. This started to
occur during the late 18th century, with the building of
grand country houses set in ornamental parkland.
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It was at Balham that Streatham parish first felt the effects of suburban
development. This arrived as ribbon development along the main road
from Clapham during the latter part of the 18th century, a time when
some forty properties were built flanking Balham Hill. Development
continued towards Balham proper with the opening of Balham New
Road and Devonshire Road, the first residential roads, as such, in
Balham. This saw the building of terraced and villa-type properties,
aimed to link in with Thomas Cubitt’s development of nearby Clapham
Park. These late-Georgian residential developments turned the small
hamlet of Balham into a populous place, attracting wealthy City people
such as bankers and merchants. In 1803, the local population was still
small, with just over 320 people, which by the 1830s had risen to over
1300 people. As development continued during the mid and late 19th
century Balham, population was to increase substantially.

This early suburban development encouraged a sense of local identity
and the eventual demand for a place of worship, other than having to go
to the parish church at Streatham. This resulted in a chapel being built in
Balham in 1808. Balham’s identity was further confirmed in 1855,
when a new parish was created out of the ancient parish of Streatham.
Moreover, under the Metropolis Management Act of 1855, Balham,
along with Streatham and Tooting, became embodied in the newly
formed Wandsworth District Board of Works, later to become
Wandsworth Borough Council.

By 1900, Balham had become a busy and popular London suburb, with

a good shopping centre rivalling those of Streatham and Brixton.
Finally, in recognition of Balham’s growth and status, the

parliamentary seat of Balham and Tooting was created in 1918, an
event which severed her ancient ties with Streatham after almost a
thousand years. Balham’s fortunes were to change once again in 1965,
with the introduction of the London Government Act. This saw most of
Streatham, and parts of Balham and Clapham, being included in an
enlarged Borough of Lambeth.

This heritage trail, which takes you around the area generally
considered as being historic Balham, focuses upon the early and pre-
suburban aspects of her history — the historic sites. However, there is
much to see regarding Victorian and Edwardian growth in Balham,
which is another history, along with developments of the 1920s and
1930s. ‘
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1. ALFRED HOUSE Sited near to Malwood Road,
Balham Hill. A large property built around 1722, which
became, during the early 1790s, a popular boarding
school for young ladies, run by a Mrs Gregory. Later
became an Academy for Young Gentlemen, patronised
by the wealthy of Balham and Clapham. Was the first
of many such schools to be opened in Balham prior to
the establishment of the London School Board.

2. BALHAM CHAPEL
Present St. Mary’s church.
A proprietary chapel,
originally called the
Streatham Chapel, opened
in April 1808. Built to
satisfy a demand for a
local church to worship
in, other than going to St.
Leonard’s, Streatham.
Established, \ among
others, by mcm‘bers of the
Clapham Sect: personages
such as  William

St. Mat:y s Wilberforce, Zachary Macaulay and Henry Thornton.
church Designed by Francis Hurlblatt and built by the Tooting

c1900 firm of Robert Hicks for just over £5500; admired for
its impressive fagade. Designated a parish church in
1855 and became St. Mary’s Church, Balham. William
Newton Dunn designed the present frontage, dated to
1903, with the apse added earlier in 1882, the work of
the architect Arthur Cawston.

3. BALHAM FARM Associated with the large estate
7 known in the Middle Ages as Cardenalles Lease or
stReaTHAm Great Balams. The farm house, probably dating from
HERITAGE the 17th century, stood near the High Road by Chestnut
TRAIL Grove and had been demolished by the 1860s.




Balham High Road c1910

4. BALHAM HIGH ROAD Now the A24 road. Probably the later
route for the Roman Road, Stane Street, which was constructed
around AD 70. The original route for the Roman Road is thought to
have taken a direct line from Stockwell to approximately Balham
station, thus avoiding the high ground of Clapham Common and
Balham Hill. From the station area, the road continues on its straight
alignment towards Tooting, Merton and then on to Dorking, and
eventually to Noviomagus, modern Chichester. Balham High Road
was developed from the 1870s, originally with large houses, some
which can be seen behind the shops on approach to Balham Station
Road, behind No. 180 by Ravenstone Road, and near to Upper
Tooting Park. Some earlier 19th century properties can be seen by
Balham New Road. Buildings to note are Balham Congregational

Church, built 1883, now the Polish Church; St. Anselm’s Roman
Catholic church, built 1932 to the designs of J.B.Mendham and
replacing an earlier church built for the Methodists in 1879; Du
Cane Court designed by G.Kay Green and completed during the mid
1930’s; George Coles’ art-deco cinema on Balham Hill dating to
1938 and now Majestic Wines; and Westbury Court, built over
Clapham Common tube station in 1935. Other developments
epitomising the suburban townscape of Balham are the Broadway,
Market Parade, Queens Parade, and the Boulevard, which can be
passed en route from Balham Hill to Trinity Road.



5. BALHAM HILL Where speculative house building

began during the 1770s. This was a continuation of

ribbon development emanating from Clapham, and

John gionalled the end of isolation for the Streatham hamlet
Wesley of Balham.

6. BALHAM HOUSE 1 Originally a
medieval farmhouse, later becomir%%g one of
the principal residences of Balham
village. Stood facing the highway
between Ramsden Road and Balham
Grove. House and grounds“ totalled
some 15 acres in the 18th| Century.
House first mentioned in 1638. Was
later occupied by Sir Peter Daniel,
probably the same Sir Peterfwho was
Sheriff of London in 1683 and MP for
Southwark in 1685. Became the
property of the Howland family of
Streatham, and in 1701 leased to
Captain Robert Lancashire, who
established a small-horse powered
gunpowder works in the grounds. This
comprised of a refining house, a corning
: house and a watch house. Later rented by
William Walton, the well known gunpowder
manufacturer from Waltham Abbey. Ceased production
in 1711. In 1757, the old timber house was demolished
and replaced by a modern villa, and was much
favoured as a residence by George Wolff (1736-1828),
the Consular General to the Court of Denmark. His
preacher friend, John Wesley, visited the house on a
—) number of occasions during the 1780s. Samuel Turner
STREATHAM was the last occupant before the house was demolished
HERITAGE and grounds were surrendered for suburban
TRAIL development during the mid 19th Century.




7. BALHAM HOUSE 2 Sited on the east side of Balham Hill by
Yukon Road. Built in 1787 for Joseph Whitteridge, a silk mercer of
London. Later occupied by Sir Arthur Helps, Clerk of the Privy
Council and friend and adviser to Queen Victoria. Sir Arthur died in
1875 and is buried in the family tomb in St. Leonard’s Churchyard,
Streatham. In 1880, the house was demolished
by the new owner, the MP James Madden
Holt, and rebuilt in a grand style to the
designs of J.T.Smith in 1880. The house
survived until 1898, when knocked
down and replaced by the Duchess
Theatre.

8. BALHAM NEW ROAD Name
approved in 1888, replacing Thornton
Cottages. Wandsworth Council
Conservation Area. Laid out in the
late-1820s by the Loat family, a local
building firm. Mainly composed of
cottage-type houses with stuccoed
frontages, of which a few have
survived, notably the group centred on
No.10. Note the Balham Pentecostal
Church building and the adjoining late-
Georgian property, No.20. Also, No.l, the
old chapel building with its attractive
arched windows. To be scen flanking the Sir Arthur Helps
entrance to the road are some surviving buildings dating to this early
development period. Note the architectural features of stuccoed
frontages and brick-arched windows.

9. BALHAM STATION Opened 1st December 1856. Part of the
‘West End of London and Crystal Palace Railway’, which received
powers to build the line in 1853. Better known as the Pimlico and
Crystal Palace line and built by the London and South Coast
Railway Company. The line was electrified in 1911 and in 1923
became part of the Southern Railway network. The ticket hall, a




small wooden building, was located in Chestnut Grove,
and would have mirrored the present Streatham Hill
Station ticket hall, built and opened at the same time.
Originally called Balham and Upper Tooting, the
station was moved to its present site in 1863 and
renamed Balham Station.

o

ND STATIPN Deep
crater at level wbe line. Opened 6th December 1926 as part of
Balham the City and South London Railway extension to

Tube \forden. Later becoming part of the Northern Line.

Sta;’;;é Charles Holden designed the station entrance, built of

UNDERGROU

Bomb 10. BALHAM
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white Portland stone, in the modern style. Observe the
famous coloured glass London Underground roundel
seen above the entrances. On 14th October 1940, the
station was badly damaged when a 1400 kg semi-
armour piercing fragmentation bomb pierced the tube

TT1—) tunnel, resulting in the deaths of 64 people. A
STREATHAM memorial plaque can be seen in the entrance hall. The
HERITAGE station also marks the beginning of Tooting Bec

TR AIL Village, now Upper Tooting Road.



11. BEDFORD HILL Thoroughfare laid out during the early
1800s by Richardson Borradaile for access to Bedford Hill House
and estate. Also a speculative development, and a planned through
route from Balham High Road to Streatham High Road - which did
not occur. Residential development took place from the late 1877,
mainly by R & E Smith and Tompkin and Baker, with Heaver
Estate houses from 1889. Adjoining roads, such as Rossiter, Fernlea,
Ryde Vale, Fontenoy and Culverden developed during the 1870s,
with varying styles of architecture. St John’s Church Bedford Hill,
now converted to housing and community use, was built in 1883, to
the design of R. Withers in a late 13th century style.

1

Bedford Hill in the early 1900s

12. BEDFORD HILL HOUSE A country estate located on the

North West edge of Tooting Bec Common. Previously the land of
Covy's Farm. Richardson Borradaile (1762-1835), Chairman of the

Hudson Bay Company and an East India Company merchant, built
the house, one of the finest in the vicinity, in 1802. The house,
described as a ’beautiful mansion’, was sited between Ritherdon and
Veronica Roads. Later occupied by the banker John Labouchére, by
William Cubitt, building partner of his bother Thomas and later
James Brand, a far eastern merchant trader. His daughter Jane
married the pre-Raphaclite painter, William Dyce RA, of Streatham.
Dyce’s grave can be seen in St. Leonard’s Churchyard. The estate
was part developed as the Heaver Estate from the 1890s.



13. BOUNDARIES FARM Located near the parish
boundary. Sited by Boundaries and Heslop Roads.
Established during the 1820s and contained four acres.
Created from lands previously part of Balham Farm.
Concentrated on market gardening. Owned by William
Bovill during the 1830s. By the 1860s the farmhouse

had been turned into a gentleman’s residence and
renamed Boundaries House.

Knapdale, 14. BROADWATERS Large house later known as
Tooting Knapdale. Originally a medieval farmstead, name taken
Bec Road cither from the Broadwater family, feudal tenants of
Tooting Bec Manor, or from the ‘broad waters’ — the
moat, which once surrounded the property. Known as
Bradwater in 1448 and Brodwaters in 1590. Later the
Manor House for Tooting Bec Manor. Home of John
Massingberd (d.1653), one of the first treasurers of the
East India Company. His monument can be seen in St.
Leonard’s parish church. Rebuilt during the 18th
century. In 1776 described as brick built with six rooms
= on a floor, and ‘built on a beautiful lawn, part of it
STREATHAN surrounded by a moat’. With pleasure g’rc?ux‘ids, coach
HERITAGE house, stables and mea('iow land. Conta}nlng 22 acres
TRAIL and surrounded by a brick wall and paling fence. The




house was occupied by the publisher Alexander Macmillan during
the 1860s. Great-uncle of the Prime Minister Harold Macmillan.
House probably named Knapdale after the home of the Macmillan
Clan. Subsequently, given by the family to the See of Rochester as
a residence for suffragan bishops. Later St. Anselm’s Roman
Catholic Preparatory School.

15. CAUSEWAY The stretch of Tooting Bec Road from
Elmbourne Road to just beyond Dr. Johnson Avenue. Mainly a
feature of Tooting Graveney Common. Constructed because of the
watery conditions of the common. Possibly medieval in origin.
Known in 1668 as the Cawsey. The roadway was known as
Crosweye in 1404 and later as Streatham Lane and Long Road, and
presently Tooting Bec Road. Originally route linking the villages of
Streatham and Tooting Bec. The causeway is visible from Tooting
Graveney Common.

The Causeway in the early 1900s

16. CAVENDISH ROAD Named after Cavendish House, sited by
Clapham Common. Named Cavendish Road in 1892. Originally
called Dragmire Lane. Part developed during early 19th century in
the area of Old Devonshire Road and Balham New Road. Note
No.262 and adjoining, which stand near the corner to Balham New
Road. Nearby, opposite Ravenswood Road, is Park Terrace, an
attractive row of properties built in 1856 by William Nash, a
plasterer and builder from Balham Hill. Observe the Streatham 1852
and the Clapham 1877 parish boundary posts on the corner with
Atkin’s Road.



Chestnut 17. CHESTNUT GROVE Originally an old lane
Grove lined with chestnut trees. Named in 1877 with house-
1905 building by James Harbour, 1900-1902.] Adjoining

with the streets were Dendy and Kate, developed‘ by Daniel

Balham Dendy from the mid 1860s, and became known for a

Hotel on time as ‘New Balham’. Note the building by the tube

the left station with its decorative name panel topbed with a
ball finial. This is Station Terrace built in}1871.

18. COVY’S FARM Principal farm of Balham dating
to the Middle Ages. Known as Holden’s farm during
the 16th century. The farm house lay by Bedford Hill,
with the entrance trackway marking the beginning of
Bedford Hill. Farm area was approximately 118 acres
(18thC) and part bounded by Cavendish Road, Tooting
Bec Common and Balham High Road. Leased to a
local farmer, Robert Moore, by the Duke of Bedford,

) Lord of the Manor of Tooting Bec in 1706. His rent
STREATHAM was £08 a year plus two fat capons. Next tenant was
HERITAGE George Croxford, who farmed there until 1756. Later
TRAIL called Charrington’s Farm. Main crops wheat, hay and




vegetables. Gravel extraction was a further income. Survived to the
early 19th century when known as Bedford Hill Farm. Land
acquired by Richardson Borradaile for the development of Bedford
Hill House from the early 19th century.

.

Cavendish Road in the early 1900s

19. DRAGMIRE LANE An ancient lane known in 1547. Presently
Cavendish Road. Also recorded as Dragmer and Dragmore Lane.
Name indicates the watery nature of the immediate area. Also the
location for Betts Bog. With the Hydaburn stream marked the parish
boundary between Clapham and Streatham. A serpentine route of
unknown origin. Perhaps originating as an easier gradient than
Balham Hill to reach Clapham from Streatham.

20. ELMS FARM A 19th century farm located between Huron and
Streathbourne Roads and facing Tooting Gravenecy Common. Land
of this farm, along with the grounds of Streatham Elms, developed
by Alfred Heaver as the Elms Estate from 1894. Comprises
Louisville, Drakefield, Streathbourne Roads and part of Tooting Bec
Road.

21. FALCON BROOK Also known as the York Ditch and
Hydaburn. One of two watercourses which ran through Balham until
modern times. Found its source in the gravels of the Furzedown area
of Streatham. Used in part to mark the parish boundary between



Streatham and Tooting Graveney, notably along Dr
Johnson Avenue. On leaving, the common skirted
around Bedford Hill and crossed the High Road by
Upper Tooting Park. Progressed towards Nightingale
Square where it is joined with its tributary, the
Hydaburn.

22. FLOOD’'S FARM Small farmstead of medieval
origin sited close to Covy’s Farm by Harberson Road.

Grove Road in 1874 sh‘owing the
large house opposite
St. Stephen's Church
known as Friday Grove.

23. FRIDAY GROVE A salient of Streatham Parish
into Clapham Parish. Anciently enclosed a valuable
piece of coppice woodland, which adjoined Clapham
Wood. To the south lay Friday Field, also known as the
Hydefelde. The name originates from the day of the
week the tenant performed his feudal duties. Purchased
from the Duke of Bedford in 1798 by Streatham
landowner Mrs Kymer, and sold in 1841 to the builder

™~ Thomas Cubitt for his Clapham Park development.
streatnam 1oday marked by Weir Road, previously a carriage
HERITAGE way and later known as Grove Road. H?use building

TRAIL began here from 1888.




s Maar_f:‘-_n; s L
The George Hotel in the early 1900s

)

24. GEORGE PUBLIC HOUSE Old wayside stopping place.
Said to have been established in 1715, but perhaps older. Rebuilt by
Mr Waring, a wealthy property owner, in 1778. Became a stopping
place for the London stagecoach during 19th century before being
demolished in 1888. Renamed the George Hotel and noted for its
imposing fagade. Suffered from bomb damage during World War 11
and rebuilt in 1949. Recently renamed the Avalon. To the left of the
building remains the recently restored Victorian stable entrance with
its decorative architectural features. Note the weathervane and
decorative tile and brickwork.

25. GOOSE ACRES A six acre medieval field taking its name the
geese that were kept there. Pasture land in 1642. Bordering Balham
High Road and in the vicinity of Trinity Crescent.

26. GREAT BALAMS Also known as Cardenalle Lease. Probably
originated as a medieval farmstead. Generally bounded by Balham
High Road, Nightingale Lane, Rowfant and Mayford Roads.
Contained 130 acres during the mid 16th century, and known for its



great trees and woods. After the reformation became

the property of Thomas Cromwell. Held by King

Henry VIII, following Cromwell’s execution in 1540.

Eventually, the estate was sold by John Scrimshaw in

1701 to Peter Du Cane, a Huguenot engaged in Russian

and Italian trade. The farmhouse stood by Chestnut

Ritherdon Grove and was known as Balham Farm. |

Road

junction 27, HEAVER ESTATE A Wandsworth Council

with Conservation Area. 100 acre housing estate built by

Huron Alfred Heaver from 1890 to 1897, with Ritherdon

Road Road being the first to be built. Built over the grounds

¢ 1905 of Bedford Hill House and nearby Elms JFarm. The

ERA Y

estate is known for its particular architectural style,
attributed in the main to Charles. J. Bentley. Building
contractors for the estate were mainly William West, F.
Peacock, James Phillpot, L.E. Hookway and L.S
Rogers. Note the decorative features seen on the houses
about the estate, such as iron work, glaziﬁg bars, tile
and brickwork. A victim of his jealous brother-in-law,
STREATHAM Heaver was shot dead one Sunday in August 1901,
HERITAGE e approaching the parish church of Westcott, near

TRAIL Dorking, Surrey.




28. HOLLOWAY PONDS Cluster of three ancient ponds, the
largest measuring 27.5m (90ft). Sited along Balham High Road,
between Streathbourne and Ritherdon roads. Known in 1638.
Originally one large pond. Also known as Hollywell Pond in the
1660s. Survived until the early 19th century.

29. HOLYWELL A Holy Well and a place of local significance.

Known as Holiwelle in 1312. A natural feature in the area of the
Hollaways Ponds. Historically associated with the ponds and
probably located nearby.

Hyde Farm in 1899 sketch by J Harvey Bloom

30. HYDE FARM Originally, a 60-acre ficld called the Hyde and
later the Hydefelde. Known during the 14th century. At one time
owned by Merton Priory. After the Reformation, became part of the
Mitcham manor of Biggin. In 1587 purchased by Richard Martin,
who later sold the field to Emmanuel College Cambridge. Hence
Emmanuel and Scholars Roads, which are part of the Hyde Farm
Estate.



31. HYDABURN Watercourse originating from
Streatham Hill. After flowing across Tooting Bec
Hyde Common progressed along Cavendish Road, previously
Farm Dragmire Lane, marking the parish boundary between
Estate Clapham and Streatham. Turned west near, Dinsmore
Office Road after passing Betts Bog, to cross the bottom of
atNo. 77 Balham Hill as a watersplash. Met the Falcop Brook in
Midmoor the vicinity of Nightingale Square and entered the
Road Thames at Battersea Creek. Now part of the

in 1985 Falconbrook Relief Sewer. ’

32. HYDE FARM
ESTATE Deveioped as a
farm during the 1f7th century
when owned by Emmanuel
College, Cambridge. Became
a pig farm during the 1880s.
Land part used as Athletics
ground, baseball park and a
cinder track for cycling
during the 18905 Farm
buildings were used as
dressing rooms. Dcveloped
for housing from 1896 to
1916, with Hydethorpe Road
being the first built. Some of

: the farmland was acquired by
the London County Council to extend the northern area
of the common. Ernest Dashwood, who put aside some
houses for war disabled from the First World War, built
many properties on the estate

33. KINGSLAND'’S FARM Mecdieval Farmhouse.

111t Later called Kingsland House. Located between the
sTREATHAM common and Culverden Road, just north of the Priory
HERITAGE and overlooking the entrance to Dragmire Lane.
TRAIL Known to exist in 1645, when leased by John




Howland, Lord of the Manor of Tooting Bec, to William Goddard.
Consisted of about 24 acres and later occupied by John Kingsland.
By 1760, the farm had been absorbed into nearby Covy’s Farm.
Some of the buildings encroached upon the common and stood close
to a large pond. Demolished c1765 and site ploughed over. Main
crops of the farm were beans, hay and grain. Annual rent was £45
and one fat lamb.

34. LITTLE BALAMS An area held by Bermondsey Abbey
during the Middle Ages. Named to differentiate from the larger
estate of Great Balams. Situated in the area of Cavendish Road
(Dragmire Lane). Associated with woodlands, notably Balams
Coppice, Balams Grove and Friday Grove. Held by William
Gardiner, a Streatham property owner, during the 16th century.
Later owned by the Bostock family, who probably occupied the
moated property indicated by the Moat Field.

35. MOAT FIELD Known in 1706 and part of Covy's Farm. Area
of Byrne and Fernlea Roads and abutting Tooting Common.
Possibly marking a medieval moated farmhouse known as ‘Balams’.
Perhaps the site of Pagingworth, a Saxon/medieval settlement.

36. OLD DEVONSHIRE ROAD Previously Devonshire Road.
Wandsworth Council Conservation area. Owned and developed by
William James Woods of Russell House from early 19th century.
Seen at the time as an extension to Thomas Cubitt’s Clapham Park.
Some surviving detached or semi-detached middle class villas to be
seen, notably Nos. 24 and 26, with their stepped and columned
entrance porches. Note the attractive doorway to No.45A, with its
decorative glazing bars and fluted columns. Above the door to the
upper left can be seen the original carved stone street name. Rest of
the road is late Victorian.

37. PAGINGWORTH Lost Saxon/medieval village sited in the
Cavendish Road area. Recorded in a Charter relating to lands in
Clapham, dated 1326. The place extended to ‘the common pasture
of Totying’ (Tooting Common).



38. RAILWAY
EMBANKMENT
TOOTING BEC
COMMON Streatham
Hill to Balham stations.
Built for the West End
and Crystal Palace line
of the London Brighton
and South Coast
Railway in 1355.

Track widened during
the following decade
and concrete arch
embankment built on
north side. L.C.C. /
L.B. & | S.C.Rly
boundary marks on
embankment wall.
Original railway bridge
structures extant.

Railway 39. RAILWAY LINE Tooting Bec Common.
embankment Croydon to Balham branch of the London Brighton and
on Tooting gouth Coast Railway. Built across Tooting Bec
Commey Common during 1861/62. Track widened during 1884.
ommon N . :
Originally line enclosed by post and rail fence. Loss of
many old oak trees during construction across

common.

40. RUSSELL HOUSE Stood on the corner of
Balham Grove with the High Road. First appears in
history in 1547, when it is recorded that the ten acre
estate was rented by Henry Manox and his wife Lady
STREATHAM Margaret Howard. During the middle of the 18th
HERITAGE century, the house was modernised, possibly by Sir
TRAIL Nathaniel Mead, with the addition of a new frontage.




Russell House was to remain an historic feature of Balham High
Road until 1901, when it was demolished to make way for a block
of shops and flats, also named Russell House.

41. STREATHAM ELMS Large 18th century mansion sited close
to Knapdale along Tooting Bec Road. The grounds belonging to the
house were developed as part of the Heaver Estate. Family home of
Alfred Heaver during 1890s. House demolished during the 1960s.
Today marked by a block of flats called The Elms.

Swan House, 207 Balham High Road

42. SWAN HOUSE, No.207 BALHAM HIGH ROAD Along

with No.211, Hamilton House, these two properties are the only
surviving houses built by Richardson Borradaile during the late

1820s along the High Road. Originally, these Regency villas would
have been seen gracing the road behind their garden frontages from
Oakmead to Ritherdon Roads. Although suffering some alterations
note the clean architectural style of the original design of these
stuccoed villas.

43. THE PRIORY Extant. Built in 1812. Considered a perfect
example in miniature of early 19th century Gothic. Facing Tooting
Bec Common and near to Bedford Hill. Also known as Bedford
Grove, Bedford Priory and Oaklawn. Became Harlington School



The |-

Priory
in the

early §

1900s

1892-1905. Architecturally one of the more interesting
buildings overlooking the commons. The Priory was
the focus of a famous Victorian inquest regarding the
Bravo poisoning mystery of 1876. The inquest took
place at the Bedford Hotel, originally built 1874,
rebuilt ¢1928 and located in Bedford Hill.

i

44, TOOTING COMMON Originally th commons.
Tooting Graveney, which was the common land for the
village of Tooting Graveney (Lower Tooting), and
Tooting Bec Common, often called Streatham
Common or Tooting Heath, the common land for the
villages of Tooting Bec (Upper Tooting) and
Streatham. The boundary between the two is Dr
Johnson Avenue. Following the demise of the local
manors, the Metropolitan Board of Works acquired the
commons for preservation and public ownership;
Tooting Graveney was acquired in 1873 and Tooting
Bec in 1868. Later the commons passed into the hands
of the London County Council and subsequently the
Greater London Council. At present, the open space is
administered by the Parks Department of Wandsworth

Tt Borough Council as the Tooting Commons. Enclosing

STREATHAM
HERITAGE ambience and, along with nearby Streatham Common,

TRAIL

an area of 220 acres, the common presents a pleasing

is a prime heritage site.



STREATHAM
HERITAGE

TRAILS

This is one of a series of Heritage Trails
published by the Streatham Society. For details of
other titles in the series, or other publications
published by the Society contact:

The Streatham Society
219 Sternhold Avenue
Streatham
London SW2 4PG

Tel: 020 8674 0459
Email: admin@streathamsociety.org.uk

Web-site: www.streathamsociety.org.uk



THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Its aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for all who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the third
Monday of each month at 8pm at Woodlawns, 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is
open to all who agree with the aims of the society.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who are
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the
Streatham Society and the activities and programme of
the Local History Group contact:

Brian Bloice
220 Woodmansterne Road
Streatham SW16 S5UA
Tel: 020 8764 8314
Email: b.bloice@btinternet.com
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