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STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL
GREYHOUND LANE

By the early 1700s a small cluster of cottages had been
erected at the eastern end of Greyhound Lane, opposite
Streatham Common. These were mainly occupied by
farm labourers who worked in the surrounding fields.

The Greyhound Inn stood at the centre of this hamlet
and was occasionally visited by groups of nomadic
gypsies who camped at the western end of the lane, in
an area known as Lonesome - indicating its remote and
isolated position.

In 1820 Stephen Wilson built a silk mill nearby, at the
rear of the Pied Bull Public House, where the Jacquard
Loom was used for the first time in Britain. The mill is
one of the earliest surviving factory buildings in
London and was subsequently purchased by P B Cow
who produced a range of rubber products here from
1851 until 1986. Many of the early factory workers
lived in cheap lodgings at the eastern end of the lane in
Greyhound Square, the site of which is now occupied
by Sanders House. The mill survives today as the
coffee shop in Sainsbury’s Supermarket.

In 1862 a railway station opened half way down the
lane. Originally known as Greyhound Lane Station, its
name was changed to Streatham Common Station in
1870. By the 1880s the impact of the railway began to
be felt when roads of large terraced houses were built
on the surrounding farmland.

Greyhound Lane Farm was one of the last of
Streatham’s ancient rural holdings to succumb to house
building and by the 1930s the surburbanisation of the

STREATHAM

area was complete with the development of the HERITAGE

Streatham Vale Estate at the western end of the Lane.

TRAIL



STREATHAM HIGH ROAD

PLACES OF INTEREST

AROUND
GREYHOUND




1. BANK PARADE 426-450 Streatham High Road. Built
in 1890. A glass canopy originally provided a covered walkway in
front of the shops but this was removed in 1939. This building
occupies the site of two 18th century houses. “High Elms” was the
home of Joseph Creswick from 1739-61 and Warren Hastings (1732-
1818), the first Governor of India, spent part of his childhood here.
Andrew Hamilton (1793-1858) lived at “Westwell” and in 1854 he

donated part of his garden on which Immanuel Church was built.

2. GREYHOUND PLACE 157-163 Greyhound Lane. The
White House, a small 18th century cottage, stood at the junction with
the High Road, next to which was John Holt’s public dining rooms.
These were demolished in the 1920s when the present parade of
shops were built. The cobbled roadway here is a reminder of when
the area was used as a terminus for horse-drawn buses. George Balls,
a bus operator, stabled his horses at the end of Greyhound Place,
next to the pub. The area later became a terminus for the 149 bus
service and a bus inspector’s hut stood in the centre of the roadway.

Greyhound Pub c.1860 drawn by Holland Tringham

3. GREYHOUND PUBLIC HOUSE. At least four inns of this
name have stood here since the 18th century. In 1730 a new tavern
was built. This was a long, low building, much frequented by
gypsies. This may have been the Streatham Inn described in 1744 as
a “public house which is the common rendezvous for all manner of
wickedness”. During the Napoleonic Wars the Streatham Militia
gathered at the Greyhound for refreshment before drilling and
musket practice on Streatham Common. A large Victorian pub was



built here in 1871 by Edwin Janes who placed a large
statue of a sitting greyhound over the main entrance.
The Greyhound was last rebuilt in 1930 for Charles
Hoye who landscaped the gardens at the rear to provide
“Streatham's Finest Garden Rendezvous”. A relic of
Edwin Janes pub survives in the form of the large lamp
which hangs over the side door by the entrance to the
pub’s garden.

4. SANDERS HOUSE Greyhound Lane. Built by
Wandsworth Council in 1935/6 and named after
Alderman Sidney Sanders (1871-1942), a Streatham
2\ councillor. In 1902 he and William Metherell opened a
A\ jewellery shop at 187 Streatham High Road which
.\ grew into the James Walker chain with over 200
§ outlets. Sanders House stands on the site of
i Greyhound Square, a group of small, two storeyed
properties some of which dated from the late 18th
i century. The square was enlarged in 1819-20,
=] possibly to accommodate workers at the nearby
&/ Streatham Silk Mill. It quickly deteriorated into a
slum and by 1831 the*Vestry Clerk said it was “almost
impossible to describe the filth” there. The buildings
lacked ventilation and only had a single “privy” which
was often “very full” and remained unemptied. A
“filthy cesspool” stood in the corner of the square with
an open drain carrying the discharge off down
Greyhound Lane. The Square was demolished in 1935
under Wandsworth Council’s slum clearance scheme.

5. WESTWELL ROAD. Formerly known as Braxton
Road and developed in 1888 by James William Hobbs
(1843-1914), Mayor of Croydon in 1887-8. He was
jailed for 12 years in 1893 for his part in the Liberator
™\ Building Society fraud.

STREATHAM 6. 7 WESTWELL ROAD. Home of Alfred Toye, a
HERITAGE 6] known local optician. Following his retirement in
TRAIL 1950 one of his six sons took over his Streatham
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practice, his other five sons ran their own opticians businesses in
Putney, Dagenham, Twickenham, Wembley and Hounslow.

7.22 WESTWELL ROAD.
Holland Tringham (1861-1908),
a talented artist and illustrator,
lived here between 1896 and
1900. His skill with pen and ink
ensured his work was in constant
demand by the leading journals
of the day including The
Graphic and The Illustrated
London News. He moved to
Streatham at the height of his TEEENES
fame in 1891, living first at 15 S

Barrow Road, after which he Holland Tringham
moved to Westwell Road and then took up various lodgings, finally
residing at 19 Greyhound Lane. His parents also lived locally, at 6
Baldry Gardens, Streatham, and at 3 Drakefield Road, Balham. The
development of photographic printing at the turn of the 20th century
led to a fall in demand for line drawings and Holland’s career began
to decline. He turned to drink to help boost his spirits. His fortunes
continued to wane; his mother died in 1899 and within three years
his marriage was dissolved. The death of his wife in February 1908
plunged him into deep despair and his health deteriorated. In a bid
to regain his strength he went to the Isle of Man but his continued

heavy drinking made a recovery impossible. Late one night he was
found wandering the streets of Douglas behaving “in a strange

manner”. He was certified insane and taken to the local lunatic
asylum where he died on the 26th March 1908. Holland is best
known locally for his six sketches of the old village of Streatham.
Copies of these adorn the walls of the pub named in his honour - the
Holland Tringham, at 107 Streatham High Road.

8. 32 WESTWELL ROAD. Home of Charles John de Lacy, a
noted artist who worked for The Illlustrated London News. He lived
here for over 25 years from 1898.




9. NORTHANGER ROAD. Laid out in 1885 and
named after Northanger Abbey, the novel written by
Jane Austin in 1818.

10. IMMANUEL & ST ANDREW’'S CHURCH OF
ENGLAND SCHOOL Built in 1977 on the site where
a V1 flying bomb fell on 3rd July 1944, Immanuel
School was originally located in Factory Square where
it was erected in 1861 to the designs of the architect
George Gilbert Scott R.A. The site of the old school is
now occupied by Sainsbury’s Supermarket.

11. BUCKLEIGH ROAD. Laid out in 1879. The
actor Roger Moore, of James Bond fame, lived here
for a brief time following his marriage to Doorn
Van Steyn in 1946. Other residents include: Ellen
Warrington, whose drawing of the Rookery was
used by Princess Mary for her Christmas Card in
1921; F. W. Thompson, Quartermaster of the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, who died here in 1926;
Robert Spencer who was elected the first President
7 of the National Union of Journalists in 1907; and
2” Douglas Harris who was awarded the George Medal in
Roger 1951 for saving a woman's life when she was attacked
Moore in Angles Road, Strecatham, by a man with an axe.

12. ROTHERHILL AVENUE. Laid out in 1883 and
originally part of Pathfield Road until 1911. The
second V1 bomb to fall on Streatham exploded at the
junction with Pathfield Road at midnight on 18th June
1944 killing three residents. After the war damaged
houses at 19-35 and 22-32 Pathfield Road were
demolished and council flats were erected in their place
F—37—= which received a commendation from the Civic Trust.

sTREATHAM ]13. TANKERVILLE ROAD. Laid out in 1882 and
HERITAGE ,3med after the Earls of Tankerville, one of whom was
TRAIL a patron of Surrey Cricket Club from 1770-1780. The




first bombs of the Blitz to fall on Streatham landed outside No. 18
on 7th September 1940. A former resident of this road was William
Hunt who was a member of the Royal Household for almost 50
years serving Queen Victoria, King Edward VII and King George
V. At the time of his retirement he was the Residential
Representative at Holyrood Palace in Scotland. Streatham Common
Lawn Tennis Club, one of the oldest clubs in the UK, established its
courts here in 1884. In 1961 the club sold their ground and flats
were erected on the site.

14. 19 GREYHCUND LANE. Home of the artist and illustrator
Holland Tringham at the time of his death in 1908. See item No 7.

15. 5 GREYHOUND LANE. The large oil jars on either side of
the first floor windows of this shop were placed here as an
advertising feature either by William Stevens in 1888, or by the
Buxton brothers who moved in shortly afterwards. During the
Zeppelin raid on Streatham, on the night of 23/24 September 1916,
an incendiary bomb fell on the pavement outside this shop. The
blast blew out the shop windows and left a crater in the footpath 3
foot wide by 2 foot deep.

16. RAILWAY HOTEL. Formerly The
Railway Tavern. Following the opening
of the railway station in 1862 Mr
Blenkarn began building this pub in
anticipation of an influx of new residents
into the area. When this did not occur he
abandoned the building and it stood
unfinished for 17 years. It was finally
completed in 1879 when Richard Dootson
became the first publican here. Prior to
World War 1 the pub was the scene of
frequent fights and disturbances. It was
known locally as “Laceby’s”, after
Coulson Laceby (1845-1922), who took
over the licence in 1888. He was a :
Wandsworth Councillor from 1901-22, % Railway Tavern 1912




17. ESTREHAM ROAD. This road was originally an
extension of Ellison Road but was renamed in 1911.
Estreham is the name by which Streatham is recorded
in the Domesday survey of 1086.

18. STATION GARAGE MEWS. This old cobbled
mews is situated behind Greyhound Lane and is now
mainly used as garages and storerooms.

19. STREATHAM COMMON STATION. Opened
by the London Brighton and South Coast Railway
(LB&SC) on 1st December 1862 when it was known as
Greyhound Lane Station. The original station was a
small, wooden building, with an adjoining brick cottage
for the Station Master. As
few travellers knew where
Greyhound Lane was, the
name was changed in 1870
to Streatham Common
| Station. On 29th May 1863
the station was the scene of
;:z a tragic accident when a
- =34 troop train carrying the
Streatham Grenadier Guards was derailed here. On entering the
Common curve leading to the station the train jumped the line
Station and ploughed down the embankment. The carriages
catapulted over the engine and the boiler exploded,
propelling its dome 175 yards across the fields to land
in Ellison Road. Four people were killed, including two
Guardsmen, and 59 were injured. The station was
rebuilt in 1902. A bid to have it renamed Streatham
Vale Station was rejected by the authorities in 1936.

111 20. 10-13 ESTREHAM ROAD. The fifth bomb to
strReatHAaM fall on Streatham during the 1916 Zeppelin raid
HERITAGE completely demolished these houses, with adjoining
TRAIL properties being severely damaged. The force of the




explosion was felt over an
area of 18 acres. No. 12
was at the centre of the
impact and it was here that
Mary Chadwick, a |
pensioner, was killed while
asleep in her bed.
Amazingly, the other
occupants of the house :
survived the explosion [SeS&s s

although Maud Chadwick, Bomb Damage in Estreham Rd 1 916
aged 31, was trapped under a wall and it took over two hours to
release her from the wreckage. Next door, at No. 11, George and
Elizabeth Meggs, and their two daughters, Gertrude aged 4 and
Laura aged 2, were rescued from the rubble of their home.
Streatham Common Station suffered the full force of the blast with
serious damage to the platforms, booking office, and cloak room.

21. GREYHCUND LANE RAILWAY BRIDGE. Built in 1862,
this was the site of an unusual accident in February 1893 when a
new Pullman train was on its trial run between London and
Brighton. As it passed under the bridge 10 large copper ventilators
were knocked off the top of the carriages by the bridge.

22. EARDLEY ROAD. Named in honour of the Revd Stenton
Eardley, the first vicar of Immanuel Church, who served the parish
from 1854-83.

23. STREATHAM VALE LIBRARY. Opened on 20th October
1938 by Alderman G. F. Morris, the Mayor of Wandsworth. This
was the tenth library to be established in Wandsworth and housed
11,000 books. The library closed on 31 March 2000 and the future
of the building remains uncertain.

24. BALLOONS TO GO! Formerly St John’s Church built in
1893 by Immanuel Church to serve the residents of West Streatham.
The land was donated by Canon Ellison, whose family were large
landowners in the area. In the 1890s the church became famous for




its Hospital Sunday Egg
Services at which parishioners
donated eggs for local
hospitals. Between 1894 and
1899 16,708 eggs were
AN ﬁ donated at these services.
T P o REREEFE®Y With the creation of Holy
St John'’s Redeemer Parish, Streatham Vale, St John’s ceased to
Church be used as a church in 1928. It is now occupied by the
Eardley Kite and Balloon Company which holds the world
Road record for the largest balloon release, having set free
1893 1.59 million balloons at Longleat on 27th August 1994
for the European launch of Disney’s Aladdin video.

25. 1 BESLEY STREET. Formerly a small shop.
During the Second World War it housed a large gun
which defended the approach to the railway bridge, a
strategic position on London’s middle anti-tank defence
line. Outwardly the building appeared to be a
hairdressers while inside the weapon remained
concealed, fortunately never to be used. The building
was recently converted into a house.

26. WEST STREATHAM WORKING MAN'S
INSTITUTE 169 Eardley Road. Founded in 1886
as a club for local men. Members of the Jehovah’s
Witnesses met here in the late 1950s. The building is
now empty and is owned by a property company.

27. IBA INTERIORS 167A Eardley Road.
Formerly a Mission Hall erected in the early 1890s by
Immanuel Church. Over the years it has been used by
the Streatham Boys’ Club and the British Legion. Since
1997 the hall has been occupied by IBA Interiors Ltd.

STREATHAM 28. STREATHAM JUNCTION SIGNAL BOX.
HERITAGE Tpjg replaced an earlier signal box on the embankment
TRAIL which was demolished in October 1952.




29. BLEGBOROUGH ROAD. Laid out in 1890 and named in
honour of Dr. Ralph Blegborough who purchased Furzedown Farm
in 1824,

30. WESLEYAN MISSION HALL - 113 Blegborough
Road. The Hall was opened by Sir Horace Brooks Marshall on
25th September 1902. The Wesleyans worshipped here until 1953
when they moved to the Methodist Church in Riggindale Road. The
Hall was subsequently used as a warehouse. It is now occupied by a
nursery, and a health centre was established here in 2001. The
remainder of the building and tower were converted into three self-
contained flats in 2001. Adjoining the hall, on the north, is the
Streatham Conservative Club.

31. EARDLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL. Built in 1894 as Mitcham
Lane School to accommodate 1,020 children. The School has a
thriving after hours activity club, called Trojans, with around 500
members aged between 4 and 12. It provides over 30 different
activities including swimming, computer studies, chess, martial arts
and stunt skipping! Perhaps the most famous visitor to the school
was the actor Richard Attenborough. He came here in October 1949
in his role as President of the Streatham and District Rabbit and
Poultry Club to judge their annual show. In appreciation of his
services the vice-president of the club, Mr F. Salmon, presented the
actor with a dozen new-laid eggs!

32. POTTERS LANE. This is part of an ancient trackway leading

from Tooting Bec Common to Streatham Common, the eastern end
of which was renamed Natal Road in 1880. The lane is named after
a local farmer, James Potter (1771-1836). He played a prominent
role in parish life and was Churchwarden at St. Leonard’s Church,
Surveyor of the Highways and Overseer of the Poor for Streatham.

33. STREATHAM COMMON RAILWAY FOOTBRIDGE. The
footbridge marks the site of a level crossing on which a number of
people were killed while crossing the tracks here. In 1882 John
Grace, a platelayer, was knocked down by two trains, the first
cutting off his legs and the second mutilating the remains. As a



result of this tragedy, and previous accidents, a petition
was sent to the Home Secretary calling for the crossing
to be abolished and replaced with a footbridge.

34. LEWIN ROAD. Laid out in 1872 and named after
the Lewin family. In October 1794 Benjamin Lewin
was buried in St Leonard’s Churchyard and his
gravestone describes him as “A man greatly respected
by all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance.” The
road comprises some of the finest late Victorian
buildings in south Streatham.

35. HYDERI ISLAMIC CENTRE. Originally a Drill
Hall and HQ for Streatham’s
Territorial Army unit which
formed ‘A’ Company of the 5th
East Surrey Regiment, later the
225th Anti-Tank Battery, Royal
Artillery. In 1958 the hall was
acquired by Streatham'’s Orthodox
Jewish community who converted
it into a synagogue. Since 1983 it
has been used by local Muslims
1 as the Hyderi Islamic Centre.

Drill Hall 36. BARROW ROAD. Until 1884 this road was

Estreham called Baker’s Lane. It was also known as Burton’s
Road 1912 Lane or Pasture Road as it led to the fields lying on this
side of the High Road which originally formed part of
Burton’s Farm in the 1760s.

37. 15 BARROW ROAD. Home of the artist
Holland Tringham from 1891-95. See Item No 7.

38. 44 BARROW ROAD. Home of Richard C Frost
™= who was awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal
sTREATHAM (DFM) in 1943 for his “fine example of keenness,
HERITAGE efficiency and devotion to duty” in flying numerous
TRALIL sorties against Rommel’s troops in North Africa.




39. 48 BARROW ROAD. First Steps Nursery decorated with Mr
Bump, Mr Nonsense, Little Miss Tidy and Little Miss Giggles on
the porch doors.

40. SOMERVILLE CTOURT. Built on the site of 69-85 Barrow
Road. At 7am on 23rd June 1944 the 7th V1 to fall on Streatham
exploded here. Such was the devastation, it took over four hours to
rescue a 17 year old girl trapped in the wreckage. During the
afternoon the Minister of Food made an official visit to the site.

41. BLADON, RIDLEY and ELPHINSTONE COURTS. Built
on the site of Oakfield House, an ancient building that incorporated
a “lock up” room with barred doors in which vagrant and disorderly
persons in South Streatham used to be confined.

42. BYRON CLOSE. A development of 9 houses built by the
Tower Housing Association in 1998. Originally called Sussex
Gardens, the name was changed to commemorate the local tradition
that Lord Byron briefly attended Streatham School where he was
said to have carved his initials on an outbuilding in the school
grounds on which these houses now stand.

43. SANDERS HOUSE Barrow Road. Originally the site of a
row of 18th century wooden cottages. William Bryant was born here
in 1853. His father was the first lamp lighter in Streatham and each
evening would tour the parish on his horse lighting the old gas
lamps that illuminated the town. The cottages were demolished in
1935 to make way for Sanders House.

44. PATHFIELD ROAD. This street dates from 1885 and was
laid out on the orchard of Greyhound Lane Farm which was
established in the late 1700s. From 1836 to the 1880s it was farmed
by Zachariah Grout and his family during which time it was known
as Grout’s Farm.

45. 129 PATHFIELD ROAD. From 1917 to the mid-1920s this
was the home of the comedy actress Patricia Hayes. She was born in
1909 at 209 Sternhold Avenue and attended St Andrew’s Convent
School at Coventry Hall, Streatham Common. She won the RADA



Gold Medal at the age
of 18 and initially
2 pursued a successful
stage career. She
- appeared with Ted
Ray, Tony Hancock,
Benny Hill and Arthur
Haynes. She was also
} a gifted dramatic

i actress and stared in
<. the television drama
“Edna, The Inebriate

Cottages Woman” for which she won the 1971 BAFTA TV
in Barrow Actress of the Year Award. She was awarded the OBE
Road 1930 in 1988 and died in 1998 aged 88.

46. SANDERS HOUSE Pathfield Read. The
home of Gary Lombardo who, with Christopher
Lillington, was jailed for life in March 1986 for the
“Lady in the Lake” murder. Having brutally raped Lisa
Jerome, of Tooting Bec Gardens, they unsuccessfully
tried to strangle her before drowning her and dumping
her body in the boating lake in Crystal Palace Park.

47. CO-OF HALL Greyhound Lane. Formerly
the site of a wooden hut on wheels which the Baptists
moved around the parish to wherever they could find a
landowner prepared to let them meet. The hut finally
came to rest here in the 1790s. The Hall was built in
1899 as a Mission Room. It was sold in 1935 and the
proceeds used to build Immanuel Church Hall in the
High Road. Up until 1994 the building was used as the
Streatham & Tooting Adult Education Centre.

STREATHAM 48. 102 - 106 GREYHOUND LANE. The last
HERITAGE Victorian cottages to survive in Greyhound Lane, the
TRAIL -carliest of which dates from the mid 1800s.
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THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Its aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for all who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the third
Monday of each month at §pm at Woodlawns, 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is
open to all who agree with the aims of the society.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who are
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the
Streatham Society and the activities and programme of
the Local History Group contact:

Brian Bloice
220 Woodmansterne Road
Qtreatham SW16 SUA
Tel: 020 8764 8314
Email: brianbloice@compuserve.com
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