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STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL
MITCHAM LANE

Mitcham Lane is one of the ancient trackways of
Streatham that linked the town with the adjoining
parish of Mitcham. In olden days it was a narrow
country lane pitted with pot holes.

In the 16th century James Wilford paid to have the
road improved. James was a wealthy man and was
Master of the Merchant Taylors” Company in 1494.
His son, John Wilford, also a Master of the Merchant
Taylors’ Company, left a legacy to pay for the
maintenance of the highway leading from Streatham to
Sutton in memory of his father.

Under the terms of John’s will, dated 4th February
1550, payments were regularly made to the parishes of
Streatham, Mitcham, Carshalton and Sutton, through
which the road passed. However, by 1961 the costs
involved in administering this bequest were almost as
great as the value of the funds paid out. It was
therefore agreed that the endowments of the Charity be
divided into four equal parts and paid to the four local
councils who by then were the recipients of the legacy.

That part relating to Streatham was called The John
Wilford Charity for Highways in Streatham and

Wandsworth Council was appointed the trustee. The
income is now used towards “defraying the cost of
maintaining the highways within the Metropolitan
Borough of Wandsworth”.

In 1965 a large part of Streatham was transferred from
the London Borough of Wandsworth to the London
Borough of Lambeth. However, Lambeth Council has
made no application for that part of Mitcham Lane now
laying within its boundary to benefit from Wilford’s
bequest as the administrative costs involved would far
exceed the value of the legacy.
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1. CHURCH OF THE ENGLISH MARTYRS This church stands
at the junction of Mitcham Lane and Tooting Bec Gardens. It was
designed by A. E. Purdie and was built in 1892-3 on part of the
grounds of Russell House, a large 18th century mansion that stood
nearby. During the digging of the foundations of the church the
remains of an old Roman ditch were discovered in which was found
a small bronze statuette of Venus. The remains of a 15th century
cellar have also been discovered on the site.

The land on which the church stands was donated by
Robert Measures, who lived nearby in a large house in
Tooting Bec Gardens called Woodlawns. He was a
wealthy businessman whose wife was a devout catholic.
He contributed handsomely towards the cost of building
the church and a small carving of his head, and that of
his wife, can be seen to the right of the altar, with those
of his daughter and Father William Lloyd, the first priest
at the church, to the left.

The foundation stone was laid by the Bishop of ;
Southwark on 4th May 1892 and the church was
completed a year later. The spire is the tallest in
Streatham standing 136ft 9ins above street level,
making it 9ft taller than that of the neighbouring
parish church of St. Leonard’s. Although the tower
has a bell-ringing chamber no bells have ever been
hung here and the chamber now houses part of the
organ.

The building on the corner of Mitcham Lane
and Tooting Bec Gardens, to the right of the
tower, does not form part of the church and is
a cleverly disguised electricity substation.

The church, together with the adjoining
presbytery in Mitcham Lane, are Grade II
listed buildings.

Church of the English Martyrs in 1893



2. STREATHAM FORGE For
centuries an old forge stood at the
Jjunction of Streatham High Road and
Mitcham Lane. Various members of
the Street family were blacksmiths
here from at least 1705 until 1843.
The building was later taken over by
George Balls, famous for his horse
drawn buses and the veterinary
practice he operated from the building.
- With the advent of motorised transport
The the forge ceased business and became Streatham Market
village Hall, selling fruit, vegetables and other provisions. The
Jorge building was later taken over by South London Motors
and who established a car sales room and garage here. In
lock-up 1930 it moved to new, purpose-built showrooms erected
c1800 on Streatham High Road between Kempshott and
Penistone Roads. From this base it grew to become one
of the largest car showrooms and repair shops in

London.

3. VILLAGE LOCKUP Standing behind the forge,
abutting onto Mitcham Lane, was the village “lock-up”.
This was built in 1828 to replace the “cage”, a small
wooden building set up on Tooting Bec Common in
1757, for the “confinement of loose, idle and disorderly
persons”. The lock-up was no more than a small room,
approximately 7ft square, with iron bars across the
window and a strong wooden door studded with iron
bolts. Here drunks and vagrants were confined until
they were released in a sober condition or taken before
the local magistrates for justice. By the second half of
111 the 19th century it was no longer large enough to meet
sTReATHAM the needs of the local community and after Streatham
HERITAGE Police Station was built in the High Road in 1865 it
TR AIL became obsolete and was demolished in 1880.




4. 1-3 MITCHAM LANE This row of small retail outlets were
built in 1932/33 to the designs of T P Bennett and Sons. They
replaced part of a large block of Victorian shops and houses that
were erected here in 1880. They are built over the rears of the retail
units in the High Road, this being made possible because of the
different street levels of the two roads.

5.7 MITCHAM LANE - OPERATION BIG WHEEL This
property was at the centre of Britain’s largest ever heroine drug
smuggling ring in 1978 organised by Lim Tua Tow, known around
the world as the “Big Boss”. From his Bangkok hideaway he
masterminded a plan to flood Europe with heroin using a gang of 3
men based in Streatham.

In September 1978, Khoo Boon Pin, a 25 year old Malay living in a
bedsit here, imported 2 Volkswagon cars into the UK from Penang.
Customs & Excise became suspicious as the shipping costs far
exceeded the value of the vehicles. When they examined the cars
they discovered around 32 kilograms of Chinese heroin, worth
almost £6m, hidden in the tyres. This consignment was sufficient to
keep every heroin addict in Britain supplied with the drug for a year.

Customs then set up “Operation Big Wheel” to catch the smugglers.
The heroin was replaced with cement powder and the cars left at the
docks to await collection. The crooks eventually took possession of
the cars which were driven to Sternhold Avenue in Streatham where
they were parked to await collection by another member of the
gang. Once all the members of the ring had been identified the
police pounced, arresting Khoo Boon Pin and raiding a rented flat
at 28 Mount Ephraim Road where two Malays, Tan King Tu, aged
57 and Goy Koo Poh aged 63 were taken into custody.

6. 9 MITCHAM LANE In view of the above it is somewhat ironic
that this property is now the headquarters of Mainliners which
provides a confidential service to the public on drug related issues.
In 1914 this house was the initial headquarters of the Streatham
Rifle Club, later to become the Streatham Volunteer Training Corps,
formed by local men on the outbreak of the First World War.



7. MR VIGERS COTTAGE At the
top of Mitcham Lane, opposite the
Presbytery of the Church of the English
Martyrs, stood a small cottage with a
large garden stretching down to
Streatham Green. In the early 1860s it
was the home of Edward Vigers and
his family. At the bottom of the garden,
next to the Green, were some old
= sheds used to house cattle by Charles
Vzgers Maffey, a one-armed cow-keeper. Charles lived at 4
Cottage Bedford Row where he ran a small dairy business. He
c1880 died from injuries received when attacked by a gang of
thieves in Southwark in 1874.

8. STREATHAM GREEN The Green was originally
around twice its present size and has shrunk over the
years as ground has been taken to widen the High Road
and Mitcham Lane. A row of large elm trees use to line
the High Road and a huge chestnut tree stood by
Mitcham Lane. When the High Road was widened in
1904 the elms were felled when they were found to be
over 300 years old. In 1792 a baby girl was abandoned
on the Green and as her parents could not be identified
she was christened Perdita Green. In the 19th century
the children from the parish school used the Green as a
playground. Here they would play cricket using one of
the tree trunks as a wicket. If the ball was hit into the
road it automatically counted as six runs as it would
take some stopping as it rolled down the hill! At the
eastern end of the Green are two large mounds, said by
some to be plague pits. However, these are only the

—) remains of old Second World War air raid shelters. In
STREATHAM recent years the Streatham Society have planted a large
HERITAGE |, mber of bulbs on the Green which provide a riot of
TRAIL coour i in the early spring.




9. DYCE FOUNTAIN Designed by William
Dyce and erected by public subscription in
1862. Dyce was Churchwarden of St.

Leonard’s in 1862-64 and designed the chancel A
extension to the church in 1863. He was one of Z Q\
Britain’s most famous Victorian painters and a }_\_: A
pioneer of the pre-Raphilite movement. His 7 \‘\
work can be seen in the Houses of Parliament ,. '\
and at Osborn House on the Isle of Wight. In (C—)
addition to his paintings he also designed the

Victorian florin, the modern day equivalent of L]

which is the 10p piece. Dyce came to
Streatham in the late 1850s and lived and had i
his studio in part of Bedford House. He also The Dyce Fountain
lived for a time in a large house at the junction of Leigham Court
Road and Streatham High Road. He died on St. Valentine’s Day
1864 and is buried in St. Leonard’s churchyard. The fountain
originally stood at the junction of Streatham High Road and
Mitcham Lane but when this site was redeveloped in 1933 it was
moved to its present position in the middle of the Green.

10. SOUTH LONDON ISLAMIC CENTRE This building was
formerly Streatham Fire Station. Prior to its erection in 1903 the fire
appliances were housed at 45 Mitcham Lane. The Station was badly
damaged in World War 2 when a bomb fell here on 17th October
1940 killing twelve firemen and seriously injuring three others. As a
consequence the right hand side of the building was demolished and
only partially rebuilt after the war. The station closed in May 1971
when a new fire station was opened on the London Road at
Norbury. The station remained empty for three years until the local
Muslim community converted it into a mosque and Islamic study
and social centre. A large building called Granville House formerly
occupied this site. For a brief period in the late 19th century this
was used by Streatham Grammar School before they moved to
larger premises at 40 Mitcham Lane (see No. 24).




11. THE CRESCENT 10-22 MITCHAM LANE
This parade of shops with accommodation above was
erected in 1891. The name plaque can be seen above
the door of No. 10A. The architect is unknown but
probably is Frederick Wheeler who lived in Rydal
Road, Streatham. It is typical of his style and is similar
to some of his other Streatham developments, such as
Manor the Broadway in Streatham High Road built in 1885.

No. 10 - Used by the Streatham Volunteer
Training Corps in the First World War
who constructed a covered rifle range at
the rear of the property. It later became
the headquarters of the Streatham Liberal
Club. No. 14 - The National Telephone
Company established their Streatham
Telephone Exchange here in 1903. No.
18 - Formerly the Beehive Clothing Store
run by William Harris until 1916.
William’s son, Bill Harris, became the
local District Commissioner of Scouts
and was awarded the OBE for services to

Scouting and the Inland Revenue. For
many years he wrote and produced

numerous staff Christmas pantomimes
and proudly boasted that this proved that
the tax man had a sense of humour!.

12. THE MANOR ARMS The original pub of this
name started life as a beer shop in the early 1860s and
was located a little further down the road with its
entrance facing Mitcham Lane. The present pub was

) built in 1925 and occupies the site of Manor Park
sTREATHAM Lodge, the home of the agent for the Manor Park
HERITAGE Estate. The Lodge was designed by the architect R L
TRAIL Roumien in the Italian style. It comprised four




bedrooms, two sitting rooms a kitchen and a scullery. The tower was
70 feet high and on a clear day provided an excellent view of the
surrounding countryside as far as Epsom, Highgate and Harrow-on-
the-Hill.

13. 15 MITCHAM LANE People have been having their hair cut
here since shortly before the First World War when Peter Singleton
opened a hairdressing salon in this building. After the war the
business was taken over by T A Maber who also recovered and

repaired umbrellas as a sideline. The building survives today as
Tony’s Gents Hairdressers.

14. BETHEL TEMPLE The Plymouth Brethren established this
chapel ¢1890 and by the early 1900s a congregation of around 80
were regularly worshipping here. Since then the building has been
used by a number of faith groups including the Streatham National
Spiritualist Church and the Jehovah’s Witnesses. The All Nations
Christian Fellowship Apostolic Faith commenced worship here in
May 1995.

15. 19-21 MITCHAM LANE The ground floors of the two small
houses here were converted into shops which extended out onto the
small front gardens of the properties. James Skilton established a
successful newsagents business at No. 19. He belonged to a long-
standing Streatham family members of which were buried in the
parish graveyard as far back as the 1750s. His father was in service
with the Rector of Streatham and his mother was a cook at Coventry
Hall, a large mansion that stood by Streatham Common. The shops
here were converted back into houses in 2002.

16. 23-25 MITCHAM LANE In 1900 Richard Shakeshaft took
over Daniel Ambridge’s cabinet making and upholstery enterprise
that was based in a small shop in the Hgh Road and transferred the
business to 23 Mitcham Lane. This later became Crowther & Son
Streatham’s largest furniture makers. Castleton Signs moved here in
1984 and five years later rebuilt the front of the premises. During
construction work an old well, 30ft deep and 3ft wide, was
discovered at the front of the property.
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17. 27 MITCHAM LANE One of the oldest buildings
in the area erected in the mid 1800s as stables for
Manor Park. Charles Sorby Straw established a
successful riding school here called the Manor Stables.
He was a well-known horse dealer and riding master
who traded horses with King Edward VII, the Emperor
of Austria and the Prince of Siam. He died in 1921
aged 58 at his home in Babington Road.

18. CARMENA CHRISTIAN NURSERY AND
PREPARATORY SCHOOL These schools now
occupy the former St Leonard’s School buildings. The
first school for the poor of Streatham was established
for 10 girls under a bequest in the will of Elizabeth
Howland dated 1717. This was augmented in the early
19th century by a charity “Blue School” run by Mary
Anne Kymer and her daughter Elizabeth, who built a
small school house in Mitcham Lane in 1831.

The first school for boys was set up in a room behind
the White Lion pub in Streatham High Road in 1813.
This was initially attended by 40 young boys.
However, this arrangement was never satisfactory as

the accommodation was very cramped and its location
behind the pub was considered inappropriate for

children. In 1837 parishioners raised £1,000 to build a
school in Mitcham Lane and in 1838 Miss Kymer
presented the parish with her girls” school and a plot of
land nearby, on the corner of Ambleside Avenue, on
which the boys’ school was built. In 1856 she gave a
cottage and some land between the two schools for use
as an infant school. In 1868 the schools were enlarged
and in 1897 a new infant school was erected on the
Ambleside Avenue site and in 1908 the girls’ school
was demolished to make way for a new building which
was opened in 1909.



In 1968 the junior school
moved to a new school at 40
Mitcham Lane, erected on
the site of the old Streatham
Grammar School, with the
infant school completing the

move in 1985. In 1987 the
Carmena Christian Nursery
and Preparatory School was
established in the old school
premises which it shares
with the Elim Pentecostal L ' —_— T
Church. St Leonard’s School c1905

s TS

19. 36 MITCHAM LANE Situated between the two school
buildings use to be a small shop and an alleyway leading to
Jenkin’s builders yard. The shop has long been demolished to form
a courtyard with the buildings at the rear now occupied by the
Clothing Club. Between 1941 and 1967 this was the site of the
Croydon Rubber Company.

20. AMBLESIDE GARDENS This block of eight late Edwardian
houses stands on the south eastern corner of Mitcham Lane and
Ambleside Avenue.

21. 31 MITCHAM LANE A fine example of the large Victorian
houses that use to front this part of Mitcham Lane. In June 1907 the
George Blount Home for Roman Catholic Working Boys was
opened here in honour of George Blount, President of the English
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a Roman Catholic philanthropic
society. The home provided accommodation and assistance to
adolescents who were too old to be housed in orphanages but still in
want of aid until they were able to earn their own living. The Lord
Mayor of London made an official visit to the home in July 1910.
By the Second World War the Home had moved to a large house in
Rutford Road and the building has now been converted into flats.



22. 33-41 MITCHAM LANE The large buildings
that formerly occupied this site were erected in the
mid-19th century and were known as Manor Park
Terrace. Former occupants include Sir Henry Hicks
Hocking, Chief Justice of Jamaica; Dr. Louis Mylne,
Bishop of Bombay; Major Alfred Heales, a noted
archaeologist and Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries;
and John and Mary George, the parents of Sir Ernest
George RA (1839-1922) who was President of the
Royal Institute of British Architects from 1908-10 and
lived in Ryecroft Road. This formerly handsome
terrace of houses fell into decay following the First
World War and became an eyesore to local residents
for over 20 years. The site is now occupied by Tyrone
Court containing 12 flats, with two modern houses on
each side.

23. CAMPBELL CLOSE Campbell Close is a
modern development of 32 flats and 28 houses erected
on the site of the Thrale Hall Hotel. The hotel began
life in the early 1860s as Thrale House, a girls’ school.
It then became a hydropathic centre before
subsequently being developed as a hotel. One of its
more unusual visitors was Mrs Carmody, better known
as Madam Florence who, in June 1903, walked from
Westminster to Brighton on a huge ball without her
feet ever touching the ground. On reaching Streatham
Forge she was carried down Mitcham Lane to the
hotel for refreshment, after which she was carried back
to the forge where she remounted her ball and resumed
her journey which she completed in 39 hours 15 mins.

) The hotel had more than 60 bedrooms and was one of
STREATHAM the largest in Streatham. In 1980 it was taken over by
HERITAGE the Chinese Embassy for use as a hostel for its
TRAIL commercial and technical staff.




24. ST LEONARD’S SCHOOL This was formerly the site of
Streatham Grammar School which was founded by Herbert Large in
1880 at 122 Sunnyhill Road. The school quickly established itself as
one of the best boys” schools in the area and in the 1890s moved to
Granville House at the top of Mitcham Lane (see No. 10). It later
moved to a large house here called Loanda where it remained until
the school closed in 1963. St Leonard’s School commenced its
move here in 1968 completing the transfer in 1985. (See No. 18)
The school was extended in the summer of 2001 when new offices,
a hall and classrooms were opened.

25. 43 MITCHAM LANE This site has been home to the motor
trade for almost 100 years. Brodie Davies & Co. had established an
automobile engineering works here by 1910 which shortly thereafter
became the workshops for the Station Motor Garage whose main
office was situated at 376 Streatham High Road, near Streatham
Station. During the Second World War the engineering workshops
here produced parts for the Mosquito aeroplane and American
Flying Fortress bombers. It also refurbished over 5,000 start up
generators for bombers; rebuilt over 50,000 flexible drives and
revamped high frequency radios for use in Burma. A new front has
been added to the building which now trades as a Kwik Fit Centre.



26. 45 MITCHAM LANE The stables of this
building survive today which from 1900 served as a
temporary fire station until the purpose-built station
was opened at the top of Mitcham Lane in 1903 (see
No. 10). The house here was formerly the office of the
Streatham Registrar of Births Deaths and Marriages
until the 1930s.

27. KEENS CLOSE This recent development of six
houses has been laid out on the grounds of 45 and 47
Mitcham Lane. These houses were built in the mid-
1800s and were known as Manor Park Villas.

28. 53 MITCHAM LANE Pearse Morrison died here
in November 1909 aged 64. He was head of a family
printing firm and owned the Citizen. He was a member
of the Court of Common Council and Chairman of the
Guildhall School of Music and the City of London
School Committee. He was responsible for moving the
presentation of the Freedom of the City of London to
Sir Henry Stanley on his return from Africa where he
found David Livingstone, the famous missionary.

29. 44-74 MITCHAM LANE This terrace of mid
1920s housing was built on the grounds of the
Woodlands Lawn Tennis Club which was founded
¢1890 and included the area now covered by Whinfell
Close.

30. SWALLOW GARDENS This 1996 development
of 13 houses by the Tower Housing Association was
laid out on the site of 55 and 57 Mitcham Lane. No. 55
was known as Manhattan and was the home of
Frederick Pain who died here in 1894. He was the son
TT1) of James Charles Pain, the founder of Pain’s Fireworks,
STREATHAM who lived nearby in Moyser Road. The building later
HERITAGE | ,ysed the Streatham School of Commerce which
TRAIL specialised in the teaching of Pitman’s Shorthand.




By 1930 Carisbrooke College had taken over the house. This prep
school was established in 1905 with the aim “to inspire a love of
right, a sense of duty and a reverence of religion”. In the late 1930s
Nos. 55 & 57 were acquired by the War Office who built the
Streatham Territorial Army HQ here, commonly known as the
Mitcham Lane Drill Hall. This was a popular venue for dances and
other social activities. In 1972 the hall was acquired by the Post
Office who established a telecommunications service centre here at
which 100 engineers were based.

31. 68 MITCHAM LANE On the night of 29th November 1940 a
high explosive bomb fell here causing extensive damage to
surrounding properties.

32. 69 MITCHAM LANE Note the large ornamental name plaque
to the right of the door advising this house is called Vancouver.

33. 76 MITCHAM LANE Home of 2nd Lieut. John E R Young,
of the Royal Flying Corps. While on patrol over the North Sea in
July 1917 he encountered 22 enemy aircraft heading towards
England. He immediately flew towards them with his guns blazing
but sadly came under heavy, withering fire. During the attack he
was hit and lost control of his aircraft which dived 14,0001t into the
sea. Sadly John’s brother, Harold Young, died under tragic
circumstances in 1922. He was involved in a love triangle and
challenged his competitor, Gilbert Doughty, to a duel. When

Doughty refused and walked away, Young shot him in the back and
then turned his gun on himself and committed suicide.

34. 78 MITCHAM LANE Formerly used as St Monica’s School.

35. RIGGINDALE ROAD METHODIST CHURCH This church
was built in 1900 and is a Grade II listed building. It was designed
in Art Nouveau style by the local architect Frederick Wheeler and
Edward Speed. At the time of its erection the church claimed to
have the widest barrel vaulted ceiling in the country. The stained
glass window and original oak panelling was the gift of Sir R
Walter Essex (1857-1941) who was a founder member of the church



and his wife laid the foundation
stone. Sir Walter was a successful
wallpaper manufacturer and lived at
Dixcot in North Drive. He was a
Liberal MP for 12 years, representing
Cirencester between 1906-10 and
afterwards Stafford until 1918.

Riggindale 36. 102 RIGGINDALE ROAD This house on the

Road corner of Mitcham Lane and Riggindale Road was built

Methodist in 1883 by W Nichols. Between the wars it was the

Church home and surgery of Dr. T Miller Neatby. After

c1910 standing empty and semi-derelict for many years it was
extended and converted into 6 flats in 2001-02.

37. MITCHAM LANE RAILWAY BRIDGE The
original bridge was very narrow with room for only
two small carts to pass either side of each other. There
was no boundary wall only a fence of wooden rails to
prevent people from falling down onto the railway
lines. By 1900 a more substantial brick wall had been
built and in 1933 the bridge was widened to its present
width. In 1924 a campaign was launched for a station
to be opened here to cater for the rapidly rising
population of the area. This came to nothing despite a
petition of 2,400 signatures being collected.

38. 71 MITCHAM LANE Since 1999 this building
has been used by Mr Steeds Dry Cleaners. The
business was founded in 1975 by Douglas and Lesley
Steeds in Abbeville Road, Clapham. In February 2002
they were awarded a Royal Warrant after dry
2\ cleaning the Queen’s clothes for five years. The
= building started life as a house called North Lodge
srreamnam Which was converted into a branch of the London Joint
HERITAGE Stock Bank which later became the local branch of

TRAIL the Midland Bank.




39. 73 MITCHAM LANE This was for many years the premises
of Breeze’s Chemists which also operated another shop at 119
Mitcham Lane. The stone doorstep here was curved due to the
thousands of customers that had crossed the threshold over the
years. Mr Breeze refused to have it replaced as he said it was the
best advertisement he ever had!

40. 79 MITCHAM LANE This was the scene of a potato riot
during the First World War when in July 1917 around 300 women
gathered outside this shop when they learnt the greengrocer had
received a consignment of potatoes. Egged on by Charles Penfold of
Penrith Street the women left a quiet queue that had been forming
and besieged the shopkeeper demanding the immediate sale of the
spuds. Although several women fainted in the commotion no one
was seriously injured.

41. RYLAND HOUSE Formerly the site of John Peed and Sons
Nursery which stretched down to Fayland Avenue and beyond. This
business was established in gardens at the Brixton Hill end of Water
Lane by John Peed who worked there for 55 years. As the business

developed his sons established
outlets in Morden and West

Norwood as well as in Mitcham
Lane. This branch was managed
by Thomas Peed who lived
here. The surrounding nursery
grounds were extensive and
included stabling for horses,
hutches for rabbits, a large hen
coup and a pigeon loft. Thomas
was a keen pigeon racer and on
race days his coachman and
clerks assisted him by rattling
tins of corn in the grounds to
entice the pigeons back to the
loft after a race.

J. PEED & RONS,
THE NURSERIES,
Mitcham Lane, Streatham

STANDARD and DWARF ROSES that will
dloom profusely nezt Summer.

CLEMATIS IR ALL COLOUKS,
TOOSTHER WITR
Axsperorsis, Jasuines, HoNevsockies,

Passioy Frowess,
Iytes (Green and Varlogated),
Heesacrovs Pranss,
HARDY PERENNIALS BY THOUSANDS.
Invaluable for Out Flowers,

DECORATIONS VERY CHEAP,
CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION,

Also for ¥RUIT TREES in great variaty.
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E&A Wates 42+ E&A WATES 82-84 MITCHAM LANE E&A
shop at Wates is one of the oldest established businesses in
§2-84 Streatham and have been selling quality furniture in
Mitcham Mitcham Lane for over 100 years. Brotheirs Edward
Lane 1913. @d Arthur Wates originally established their enterprise
(Photo at 85-87 Mitcham Lane in 1900, relocating to Nos. 82-
courtesy of 84 in 1913. In association with their brothers William
E&A Wates) and Herbert Wates they also formed a successful
building company which established its reputation for
residential properties with the development of the
Green Lane estate in Norbury during the 1920s. In
addition to selling furnishings the company also
renovates antique furniture and counts among its clients
the Saudi Royal family, the actress Joanna Lumley and

the footballer and TV personality Gary Lineker.

43. 95-97 MITCHAM LANE The alleyway between
these two shops leads to a small courtyard that
STREATHAM originally provided stabling for horses and carts used
HERITAGE 1, the neighbouring shops. The stables have now been

TRAIL converted into garages.




44. 109 MITCHAM LANE The Memories of India restaurant
opened here in September 1993. Its chef, Sylvester Gomes, was
personal chef to Mother Theresa of Calcutta and has also prepared
banquets for the Saudi Royal family

45. 113 MITCHAM LANE From the 1890s through to the First
World War the premises on the corner of Westcote Road was a
bakers. The last firm to sell bread here was Paul and Callard who
also operated a bakery in Streatham High Road. The business did
not thrive and it was converted into a greengrocers during the First
World War. By the 1930s Hugh Fielding had established a fried fish
and chip shop in the old bakery and his business was later acquired
by William Crofts. The shop’s fish frying days came to an end

explosive bomb fell here. The site has remained vacant ever since.

A horse bus stands by 113 Mitcham Lane c1901
46. 102-116 MITCHAM LANE Built in the early 1880s this
parade of shops were originally known as Streatham Park Terrace.
Most of these shops were constructed on the small front gardens of
the houses at the rear. Mitcham Lane’s first Post Office was
established at No. 116 by T Haybittle, a grocer, in 1893 and locals
have been buying their stamps from this shop for over a century.




47. THE PARK TAVERN This
pub started life as a large house
on the northern junction of
Mitcham Lane and Thrale Road.
It remained untenanted for several
years until purchased by Henry
Harding for £940. Henry was a
prosperous farmer and established
a beer shop here before gaining a
full licence for the pub in 1884.
Originally known as the
Streatham Park Hotel the pub was
rebuilt in the 1930s in mock
Tudor style. Following a major
Streatham refurbishment in 1992 it was renamed The Park
Park Hotel Tavern. Scenes for the £1.6m feature film “Empire
c]190] State” were shot in the Park Tavern’s boxing gym in
1986. In January 1999 some of London’s most
notorious gangland members came here to celebrate the
opening of a new boxing gym in the pub’s basement.
The pub has been at the centre of some macabre events
in recent years. In 1995 Patrick Lynch was jailed for 6
years for shooting David Cranston with a sawn-off
shotgun as he left the Gym. In August 2001 the pub
manager was attacked by a disgruntled drinker who hit
him on the head with a hammer. In self defence the
manager lashed out with a knife slicing his attacker’s
liver in two and inflicting a wound from which his
assailant later died. The pub has been closed since this
event and in February 2002 plans were announced to
refurbish the property and reopen it under a new name.

48. 1-15 THRALE ROAD This grand terrace of
STREATHAM shops, fronting the southern junction of Thrale Road
HERITAGE , .4 Mitcham Lane, was built in 1901 and was
TRA[L originally known as Furzedown Tarade.




49. 121~123 MITCHAM LANE Built in 1898 this building
became the local outlet of the London & South Western Bank in
February 1908. At a later date it became a branch of Barclays Bank
from which Billy Butlin obtained the loan with which he built his
first Holiday Camp and laid the foundations for his vast fortune.
Butlin’s always maintained an account here in appreciation of the

loan. Sadly this was not enough to secure the survival of the branch
which closed in 1998.

50. POTTERS LANE This footpath was once an ancient
country trackway leading from Tooting Bec Common to Streatham
Common. In the early part of the 20th century it was still a rustic
country path with cornfields and meadows on either side. It is
named after a local farmer, James Potter (1771- 1836), whose land
surrounded Natal Road. The lane therefore led to Potter’s Farm and
hence its name - Potter’s Lane. James played a prominent role in
parish life and was Churchwarden at St. Leonard’s Church,
Surveyor of the Highways and Overseer of the Poor for Streatham.
The eastern section of the lane was renamed Natal Road in 1880.

51. 1 BANK BUILDINGS
This small building adjoining
Potter’s Lane is believed to
be the smallest shop in
England. Between the First
and Second World Wars it
was a tobacconists and
confectioners shop selling
cigarettes and sweets run by a
Miss F R Blackwell. At
present it is operated by John
R Wilson, Commissioner for
Oaths, and offers him and his
client hardly enough space to _ S
stand together inside the Miss Blackwell at
building to swear an affidavit! No. 1 Bank Buildings in 1930
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52. 3 BANK BUILDINGS Currently occupied by K
& A Minimart and formerly Maureen’s Fruit &
Vegetable shop. On 29th November 1999 this was the
scene of a brutal murder when Abdul Raja was gunned
down by his distant relative Suleman Adam of
Donnybrook Road, Streatham. The assassination was a
revenge killing in a long-standing family feud in
Bulani, Pakistan, involving the murder three months
earlier of Adam’s father by Raja’s nephew.

53. 127 MITCHAM LANE The site of The
Mitcham Lane Picture Palace, one of the earliest
cinemas in Streatham. This opened in October 1910
and was owned and run by James Harding who lived
next door at 125 Mitcham Lane. The Palace boasted
electric light throughout the building and could
accommodate 500 patrons. Seats cost 3d, 6d, 9d and
Is and on Saturday afternoons “Penny Pictures” were
screened for children. By the late 1920s the cinema had
seen better days and was known as the “fleapit” with a
large number of rowdy and drunken persons among its
regular audiences. A change of name to the
Picturedrome Cinema failed to halt the slump. In a bid
to boost business the then owner, Samuel Krop,
installed a sound system in the summer of 1930 but it
was too late to arrest the decline and the cinema closed
that December.

54. 140 MITCHAM LANE The home of Major
Henry Morton Stanley Turner who was awarded the
OBE in 1918 for his service as acting officer in
command of the Falkland Islands Volunteer Force on
the outbreak of the First World War. Henry qualified as
a doctor and moved to the Falklands in 1909. He later
returned to England and joined the Royal Army
Medical Corps.



55. 177 MITCHAM LANE The former residence of Lieutenant
Oswald Mash who was awarded the Military Cross for
conspicuous gallantry in 1917. A modest man, he never spoke

about his award and few knew of his heroism during the First
World War.

The house was later the home of Inspector Patrick Doyle who
retired from Streatham Police Station in 1930 after 28 years service
with the force. He often told how as a young PC he would deal with
the “roughs” who frequented the William IV public house in
Streatham High Road. “Sometimes they would say that they would
know how to deal with me if I did not have my tunic on,” he said,
“so I took them at their word. I would invite them out onto the golf
links, take off my tunic, and give them all they wanted!”

56. MITCHAM LANE BAPTIST
CHURCH This church was
designed by George and R P
Baines and is a Grade 11 listed
building. The foundation stone, on
the northern corner of Welham
Road, was laid by Charles Phillips
on 23rd October 1902 and the
building was opened a year later. It
cost £5,800 and could accommodate
up to 600 worshippers.The building
was- equipped with electric lighting
as opposed to gas which illuminated
most other churches in Streatham at
that time. Andrew Carnegie, the
famous millionaire, contributed
£200 towards the cost of the organ
which was installed in 1910. New

- — halls were built behind the church
Mitcham Lane Baptist in Welham Road in 1955 at a cost
Church c1900 of £14,000. These drew criticism at
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the time being considered by some to be too “modern”
in contrast to the more traditional lines of the church.
These buildings were connected to the church in 1967.
The church spire no longer exists and was removed in

the early 1960s.

o

v ez

Church

STREATHAM
HERITAGE

TRAIL

57. ST JAMES’'S CUKCH A hall was first erected
on this site in Welham Road to accommodate the

congregation while money was being raised for the
church to be built on Mitcham Lane. This “temporary”

building survives today as the church hall. The £9,000
required for the site, the temporary church building and
a small endowment for a vicar, were raised by the
parishioners of Immanuel Church, Streatham Common,
as a Jubilee thanks offering in 1904. The foundation
stone of St. James’s Church was laid in October 1909
and the body of the church, nave, aisle and baptistry
were all consecrated by the Bishop of Southwark on
March 30th 1912. The chancel and vestries were
completed in 1916 and the adjacent vicarage was
dedicated on February 26th 1927.



58. GREYSWOOD ROAD Greyswood Road takes its name from
ancient woodland situated between Mitcham Lane and Ribblesdale
Road which at one time was also known as Highway Wood.

59. 227 MITCHAM LANE The former home of John Newberry
who was awarded the DFC in 1944 for his bravery in successfully
pressing home repeated attacks against the enemy in his Mosquito
aircraft commencing with operations against Rommel’s Africa
Corps at EI Alamein through to the bombing of enemy airfields in
France in preparation for the D Day landings.

60. 249 MITCHAM LANE For over 75 years from 1923 this
outlet was an ironmongers shop run by the Tray family. The
business was founded by Henry Tray who named the shop S Tray
after his wife, Sarah, who died in 1965. Henry passed away in 1991
at the age of 91 and the business was continued by his son, Stanley,
until his retirement. The shop now forms part of the Atlas/DIY
Decorating and Garden Centre.

61. 259 MITCHAM LANE Formerly Yvonne’s Cafe run by
Yvonne Roll whose Thai Beef Salad was judged by the magazine
Catering Update to be the best starter in the country in 1996.

62. SOUTHCROFT ROAD The junction of Mitcham Lane and
Southcroft Road was the scene of a serious tram accident on 13th
November 1913. The tramcar’s brakes failed as it sped down
Mitcham Lane and it overturned as it tried to negotiate the bend.
Fortunately the tram was not carrying any passengers and the driver,
Albert Attridge, escaped injury by jumping clear of the vehicle.
However, the conductor, Sidney Mellars, was not so lucky and was
badly hurt when the vehicle crashed to the ground.

63. SOUTHCROFT HALL Built in 1907 as the Southcroft
Mission Hall to serve the spiritual needs of the large number of
new residents moving into the Furzedown area at that time. The

original foundation stone has been incorporated into the rebuilt front
of the building and can be seen to the right of the entrance. The hall
is now used by the Ichthus Christian Fellowship.



64. 280 MITCHAM LANE This house, which once
stood by Roe Bridge, use to be the home of Frederick
and Charlotte Robiolo. Charlotte was the daughter of
Blondin, the tightrope walker famous for having
walked across Niagra Falls. For 25 years she bred
miniature dogs here and at one time shared her home
with more than 30 canines. She died in Worthing in
March 1949.

Roe Bridge in 1783

65. ROE BRIDGE Roe Bridge owes its existance to
Thomas Roe, a member of the Merchant Taylors’
Company and Lord Mayor of London iq 1568. He
almost drowned when he was thrown from his horse
while crossing the River Graveney at this spot. He
subsequently paid for a bridge to be built here for the
safety of future travellers. Money from John Wilford’s
bequest (see page 3) was later used to build a new
bridge here in 1652. This is commemorated by a large
memorial stone on which is carved the coat of arms of
the Merchant Taylors’ Company, the date 1652 and the
inscription “This Bridge was made at the cost of the
WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF MERCHANT
TAYLORS”. This stone was incorporated in the bridge
when it was rebuilt in 1772, 1906 and more recently in
1992. The bridge marks the boundary between the
parishes of Streatham and Mitcham and its mid point is
) marked by a London County Council (LCC) and
STREATHAM Syrrey County Council (SCC) boundary marker. It is
HERITAGE 1. that Mitcham Lane changes its name to Streatham

TRAIL Road.
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This is one of a series of Heritage Trails
published by the Streatham Society. For details of
other titles in the series, or other publications
published by the Society contact:

The Streatham Society
219 Sternhold Avenue

Streatham
London SW2 4PG

Tel: 020 8674 0459
Email: admin@streathamsociety.org.uk

Web-site: www.streathamsociety.org.uk



THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Its aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for all who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the third
Monday of each month at 8pm at Woodlawns, 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is
open to all who agree with the aims of the society.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who are
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the
Streatham Society and the activities and programme of
the Local History Group contact: :

Brian Bloice
220 Woodmansterne Road
Streatham SW16 SUA
Tel: 020 8764 8314
Email: brianbloice@compuserve.com
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