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A squirrel enjoys the delights of Streatham Commonj



STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL
STREATHAM COMMON

Affording a spectacular view over the surrounding area
and claiming to have one the most attractive gardens in
London, Streatham Common is to many a pleasing
refuge away from the hustle and bustle of daily life.
Situated in South Streatham, the common has been for
centuries an integral part of local life. Until the later
part of the 19th century the open space was the
common land or ‘wastes’ for the manor and village of
South Streatham, and one of the commons of
Streatham parish.

The manor was centred on two areas of settlement
reaching back to the Middle Ages and beyond to Saxon
England. These were located at the top of Mitcham
Lane and around an ancient ford of the River Graveney
near Hermitage Lane. Here the old Roman road crossed
the river on route to Croydon and the South Coast.

The location and extent of Streatham Common has
been more or less determined by the local topography,
with sloping ground, poor quality soil and drainage
being the determining factors. To mark the bounds of
the common local watercourses were used. An example
of this can be observed on the ecastern side of the
common where a semi-dry gully still marks the
boundary. Also observable changes in the contour level
were utilized, as seen on the south side of the common.

The common, which was a development of the feudal
system, was regulated by various customs of the
manor. Usually the common land was the poorer lands
of the manor, unsuitable for cultivation or building, but
nevertheless seen as a valuable community resource.
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Rights and privileges were exercised over the common and were
jealously guarded by local people. As late as the 1880s individuals
were still exercising their ancient rights by placing cattle on the
common, contrary to the dictates of the authority that controlled and
maintained the open space.

At present little is known about the early history of the common.
There is a possibility that the medieval fair of South Streatham, held
by Robert Aquillon under a royal charter granted in 1270, was held
on the common. In an earlier charter of 1204 we read that the Earl of
Devon was given the right to pasture one hundred sheep on land at
‘Streatham’. This is a probable reference to ‘common pasturage’ on
what is now the common. Other than these occasional references, all
we know of the commons early history is that in 1362 the manor of
South Streatham, including the common wastes, were granted to the
monks of Christchurch, Canterbury by Edward, the Black Prince.

For the next four hundred years or so the manor with its common
remained with the church. However, by the early 1880s public
concern was being voiced about the future of Streatham Common.
This resulted in the Land Commissioners, under the Metropolitan
Commons Act of 1866, preparing a scheme for the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners. This looked at the future of the common and
proposed that it should become an open space under the control of
the Metropolitan Board of Works: a proposal that had been
successful elsewhere, notably for Tooting Graveney and Tooting Bec
Commons. A preservation scheme was presented and accepted and
later confirmed by parliament.

Streatham Common had now become a public open space and the
responsibility of the Board of Works. In 1888 this was transferred to
the newly created London County Council (L.C.C.) and, in 1965, to
the Greater London Council. At present the 70 acres or so of
common are managed by the London Borough of Lambeth.

Following the acquisition of Streatham Common, the Board of
Works, and later the London County Council, busily set about



Streatham Common on a frosty February morning in 2000

regularising the area and bounds of the common through the
purchase of adjoining strips and pieces of land. A major purchase,
and one which was to enhance the environs of the common, was the
Rookery house and gardens. This three-acre site was scheduled for
housing development in 1910, but through the creation of the
Streatham Common Extension Scheme and the sterling efforts of
Mr. Stenton Covington, the Rookery was saved. Subsequently the
grounds were vested with the L.C.C, who later laid out the garden
in the old English manner.

A further threat to the ambience of the common came in 1924 with
a development proposal for Norwood Grove. This again raised
public concern and a town-planning scheme was initiated and a
public fund set up for the purchase of the Grove. Fortunately,
success prevailed and Norwood Grove became a public park,
opened in 1926 by the Prince of Wales.

Today the common is a popular open space, well loved and
appreciated by local people and with nearby Tooting Bec Common,
are the true gems in our local heritage.
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Barrage balloon by the lower pond on Streatham Common c1940

1. ALLOTMENTS. Covering the lower and central parts of the
common during the First and Second World Wars. In 1916 a fec of
16s (80p) per rod per year was charged by the London County
Council. Allotments could still be seen on the upper part of the
common until the early 1950s.

2. BAKER’S LANE. Present Barrow Road. Originally a lane to a
cluster of cottages, some of which survived until 1935. In 1784 it
was called Burton Lane and by the middle of the 19th century
Baker’s Lane and Wright’s Lane.

3. BANK PARADE. Parade of shops and flats built in 1890 to the
designs of Tooly & Son for Mr. Marriage of Croydon. A typical
example of Victorian townscape architecture. An ornamental iron
and glass canopy was added to the shops in 1893 and removed in
1939. Two mansions called High Elms and Westwell previously
occupied the site.

4. BARRAGE BALLOON SITE — World War II. Located at
the bottom of the common opposite Immanuel Church, 1939 to
1945.



5. BEEHIVE COFFEE HOUSE.
Extant. Listed building. Adjoining
the Pied Bull Public 'House,
Streatham High Road, facing the
common and adjoining Sainsbury’s
supermarket. Built for the
temperance movement in 1878.
Designed by Sir Ernest George and
Harold Peto in the Queen Anne
revival style. Builders R & E.
Smith of Balham. Opened by the
Lord Chancellor, Lord Cairns, in
1879. Previously the site of the

. ‘Temperance Coffee and Working
Beehive Men’s Lodging House’. Sometimes called the
Coffee ‘Streatham Coffee House’. Founded by the first vicar
Tavern of Immanuel Church, Stenton Eardley. Manager during

1878 the 1870s was Matthew Wootton.

6. BOMB SITE - World War II. V1 Flying Bomb
(Doodlebug). Summer of 1944. Incident No. 23. The
bomb struck a tree in the war memorial gardens before
hitting the ground by Lewin Road. One fatality and
damage to numcrous shops in the High Road. A police
box and a warden’s post were wrecked.

7. BOMB SITE - World War II. VI Flying Bomb
(Doodlebug). Summer of 1944. Incident No. 27.
Dropped onto the allotments on the common by Valley
Road. Some casualties and the surrounding houses
were badly damaged.

8. BOMB SITE - World War II. V1 Flying Bomb

= (Doodlebug). Summer of 1944. Incident No. 28.
streatnam Dropped on open ground in the Rookery Gardens
HERITAGE opposite Heybridge Avenue, Streatham Common.
TRAIL Surrounding houses were damaged.
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9. THE CHIMES. A large ornate mansion overlooking the
common. Corner of Streatham Common North with Streatham High
Road. Built 1862, possibly by Thomas Waterman, and originally
called Fairlawn. The name ‘Chimes’ was taken from the chiming
clock of the house, which could be heard over some distance. Home
of the historian, Major Alfred Heals during the 1870-80s, and from
1897 of Sir Horace Brooks Marshall, publisher, Alderman of the
City of London and Lord Mayor 1918-19. Home for Belgium
refugees during World War I. The United Services Club later used
the house as a social centre for war veterans. Grounds of the house
given over for the Streatham Memorial Gardens. The Estreham
Garage Company built the Chimes Garage nearby, which became
the local stopping place for Southdown coaches and excursions. The
name ‘Chimes’ was used by a number of local shops, notably the
‘Chimes Cafe’ by Natal Road.

10. CLAY PITT FIELD. Located in the area of Hill House Road.
Clay was dug here for brick making, which was a local industry in
Streatham. Possibly the site of the brick kilns used for rebuilding the
Howland Manor House during the 18th century. Reference in 1715
to ‘ye dung in the clay pitts’. The field later became part of the
grounds of Hill House.

11. CLAY PITT LANE. Known in the 1840s. The Streatham
Common end of Valley Road. The entrance to the lane was through
Clay Pit Gate, known in 1791. During the 1880s the lane was called
Red Lane. possibly on account of burnt clay used for surfacing.

12. COMMON BOUNDARY POSTS. Three semi-round cast iron
posts marking the boundary of the common. These were erected by
the London County Council ¢1890. Edge of common between the
footpath to Ryecroft Road and Crown Lane.

13. COVENTRY HALL. A neo-classical styled villa built ¢1801
by Lord Deerhurst who, in 1829, became the 7th Earl of Coventry.
Occupied by Deerhurst until his death in 1831 and then by his wife
until 1840. John Gray then occupied the villa to ¢1860. Later home
of Elizabeth Haigh until the latc 1870s, when the villa became



known as Coventry House. A subsequent occupant was
the banker Otto Van der Meden. In 1896 the house
became Saint André Ladies’ School and by 1902 was
occupied by St. Andrew Ladies’ Boarding and Day
School. Later the house was incorporated into St.
Andrew’s Convent High School. Coventry Hall, as it
became known, was converted into flats after World
War 2 and was demolished in 1982. The Hall stood at
the north end of Albert Carr Gardens by Polworth
Road. Sheltered housing now occupies the site.

14. COVENTRY PARK.
Residential estate developed from
1879 by J.W.Hobbs and Co. on
land previously the grounds of
Streatham House. Estate consists
of a mixture of semi-detached
and detached houses built in mild
Victorian gothic. Estate centred
on St. Anselm’s church, Madeira
Coventry Road, which was built in 1882 and demolished by 1952
Hall following war damage in 1944. Estate consists of
c¢1910 Farnan, Gleneldon, Grasmere, Hopton, Madeira,
Oakdalc, Polworth and Rutford Roads and part of
Valley Road. During 1888/89 Hobbs developed
Westwell and Braxton Roads opposite Streatham
Common. Hobbs lived not far from the common at
Malvern House, which was demolished in 1938 and
replaced by Century House, Streatham High Road, the
head office for the jeweller’s James Walker, until 1984.

15. CRICKET RING. Enclosed cricket pitch on the
— == bottom half of the common. Consisted of a post and
STRE AT chain fence enclosing. the pitch, which was removed for
HERITAGE matches. In use until this part of the common was
TRAIL taken over for allotments during World War L.




16. FACTORY SQUARE. Part of the Silk Mill and India Rubber
factory complex. Location of Emmanuel School, later the National
School and Immanuel Parish School. The eminent architect George
Gilbert Scott designed the school in 1861 with additions by Sir
Ernest George in 1874. Demolished in 1987 and replaced by a
Sainsbury supermarket in 1989.

Sketch of the Greyhound in the mid-1800s by Harvey Bloom

17. GREYHOUND INN. Built ¢1730. Known as the Grayhown in
1747. Referred to as the Greyhound Ale House in 1757. Rebuilt
1871 and in 1930. Extant. Kept by Mrs Middleton in 1787. The
Watts family were landlords here from 1792 to 1815 and Michael
Keatley was the landlord from 1821-1850. Haunt of gypsies from
Norwood during the 19th century. Termini for the 49 Bus route until
the 1970s. The adjoining shops, north of the Greyhound pub, were
built in 1879.

18. GREYHOUND LANE. Known as Grayhown Lain in the
1790s. Lower part known as Lonesome Lane. An ancient route from
Streatham to Mitcham. In the 19th century led to an area called
Lonesome, named because of its remoteness. The Lane was
developed for housing between 1877 and 1888. Adjoining the lane,
on the north, was Greyhound Lane Farm, occupied by the George
family from 1817 to the mid 1870s, when it was run as an orchard.
Also, on the same side of the road, was Grout’s Farm, occupied by
the Grout family from c1836 to the mid 1880s, when the land was
developed for housing centred on Pathfield Road.




19. GREY’S FARM. Ancient farm of medieval origin
and one of the principle farming estates in Streatham.
Probably the same as Newman’s Farm of 1669 and
Gibson’s Farm of 1701. Farmhouse located at the
Streatham High Road end of Lewin Road. Farm
occupied in 1729 by Thomas Grey as a tenant farmer
of the Duke of Bedford. A new farmhouse was erected
c1737. The area of the farm was 106 acres in 1772.
Was obtained by William Borradalle during the early
19th century. Occupied by George Adams during the
1800s and in 1810 by James Potter, when it became
known as Potter’s Farm. Sold to Ralph Fenwick in
1821. A mansion, later called The Elms, was built
about 1805 near to the old farmhouse, probably by
William Borradaile. Occupied by Richard Brown, a
coal dealer, in 1831, and by John Knowles, a merchant,
during the 1840s. Childhood home of Sir George
Faudel Phillips, Lord Mayor of London during Queen
Victoria’s Jubilee.

20. GUN STATION ~ World War I. Anti-aircraft
and airship gun emplacement. Located at the bottom
end of the common, near to the pond. 1914-1918.

21. HAMBLY HOUSE. Mansion built ¢1710 and
located near to the corner of Barrow Road and the High
Road. Members of the Hambly family occupied the
house until at least 1784 after which the house became
the home of John Henry Lord. During the late 1780s
the house was turned into Hambly House Academy.
Referred to as a Gentleman’s Boarding School in 1801,
when run by Mrs Lord and John Wilson. In the late
1830s it was taken over by Wilson’s son-in-law Joseph
sTREATHAM Cox Dear. 30 students were registered in 1851, when
HERITAGE Richard Trousdale was schoolmaster. In 1869
TRAIL Trousdale was advertising study ‘for the merchants’




office and the counting house’. 15 scholars were registered at the
school in 1871. The house was demolished and rebuilt as Hambly
Houses (Hambly Mansions) for P.B.Cow in 1877. The buildings,
which were designed by Ernest George and Peto, can be seen facing
the common. They have suffered from later additions and
modifications and were designed as three separated buildings. They
are visually unified by a pleasing mixture of traditional English
brick and tile decoration but have been spoilt by the addition of
shop fronts. The builder of the mansions was William Mason of
Streatham Common.

Hambly Mansions c1914

22. HIGH ELMS. Large mansion facing the common and
adjoining Westwell Iousc. In 1739 Joseph Creswick occupied the
house until 1761. For a time it was the home of Warren Hastings,
the first Governor General of India. From 1762 to 1801 home of
John Whitlock and family and then of Thomas Ferrers and family
until 1817. During 1830s and 1840s occupied by William Hutchins.
The house was described in 1801 as one of two large houses
adjoining each other and built of red brick. Home during the 1860s
of Sir John Milton, Assistant Accountant General to the Army.
Demolished ¢1890, along with Westwell House, to make way for
Bank Parade.



23. HILL HOUSE (1). Located on the site of St.
Michael’s Convent, now converted into private
residences. The first Hill House was built c¢1700.
Occupied by Philip Poplet c1710. Leased to
Christopher Garraway in 1717 and enlarged in
1718/19. Occupied by Christopher Cock in 1739, Mr
Shallott 1746-51, and Dr. Martin from 1753-66 and
from 1767-1821 by Thomas Stallard Penoyre. Referred
to in 1801 as a ‘small neat house’. Leased to William
Leaf in 1829 and rebuilt in 1839 and renamed Park
Hill. In the grounds was the Great Pond and conduit
from which water was piped down to the Manor House
at Streatham High Road during the 17th-18th centuries.

24, HILL HOUSE (2). Mansion and grounds situated
between Hill House Road and Hill Path. Originally site
of a cottage, probably built by John Levett, yeoman of
Mitcham, in 1765. Replaced by a house built by
Richard Ray, bricklayer of Streatham, c1750. Rebuilt
c1774 by John Hankey, merchant and owner of sugar
plantations and slaves in the West Indies. Occupied by
William Newman, Alderman of the City of London,
during the 1790s and by Joseph Wilkinson until 1808.

Later home of James Laing, High Sheriff of Surrey
until 1830. Other occupants were Henry Harvey,

merchant during the 1840s; James Coster, silk
merchant during the 1850s; John Vickers, distiller
during the 1860s and John Nutt Bullen, East India
Company merchant, from ¢1869 to 1900s. The Earl of
Dunmore died here in 1845. In the 19th century
referred to as a large yellow brick house with elaborate
carved brickwork on the upper storeys. The architect
Ernest George undertook alteration to the house in
1882. During the First World War the house was used
STREATHAM as a Hospital Supply Depot and as a hostel for Belgium
HERITAGE refygees. Demolished in January 1920 and the grounds
TRAIL developed as the Hill House/Deepdene Estate.




25. HILL HOUSE ESTATE. Also known as the Deepdene Estate.
Previously grounds of Hill House. Developed from 1907/08 by the
architect William Newton Dunn and built by Wooding and Cole.
Additional development was undertaken during 1920s and 1930s.
Estate consists of Deerhurst, Hill House and Minehead Roads and
part of Streatham Common North.

26. HILLY FOUR ACRES. The only surviving field in Streatham.
Originally part of Streatham Farm. Known as the Hilly Four Acres
in 1799 and contained just over four acres. The Rookery, the path to
Norwood Grove, Norwood Grove and Covington Way, bound the
field, which is now included into Streatham Common. Tennis courts
now occupy the lower part of the field.

-

The old water trough, opposite the Rookery Cafe.
at the top of Streatham Common

27. HORSE TROUGH. Metropolitan Drinking Fountain and
Cattle Trough Association. Located at the top of the common
opposite the Rookery cafe. Inscribed, ‘The gift of W.Ward Esq. of
Lawn House, Brixton Hill. 1880°. The trough originally stood at
Streatham Hill, near the railway station, and was removed to the
bottom of Streatham Common, alongside the High Road opposite

Greyhound Lane, in 1895. It was moved to its present position in
1974 when Streatham High Road was widened.




Immanuel
Church
by the
lower
pond,
Streatham
Common,
¢. 1860
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28. IMMANUEL CﬂURCﬂ. The orlgmal bulldmg
was a small chapel that was built and consecrated in
1854. Andrew Hamilton of Westwell House gave the
land for the church. In 1865 the chapel was demolished
and a new church was built to the designs of Benjamin
Ferrey, in a free adaptation of 14th century ragstone
gothic. The new church consisted of a large nave with
south and north aisles containing clerestories, and a
chancel with chapel and vestries. The tower, which
contains a clock, also housed eight bells. Most of the
building was demolished, except for the tower, and
replaced by a new church built in 1988 and by a block
of sheltered housing called St John’s House. Immanuel
was the second daughter church of St. Leonard’s, with
a separate parish formed in 1855. The Reverend
Stenton Eardley was the first incumbent from 1854 to
1883, and gave his name to Eardley Road. The interior
of the church contained stained glass windows given by
the Leaf, Coulthurst and Cow families of Streatham.
Some of the memorials from the old church have been
placed in the new church building.



29. IMMANUEL COLLEGE. Originally a Georgian house built
¢1775 and enlarged during 1895. Known as the Collegiate School
in 1855 and run by Edgar Sanderson. Became the Mission Schools
for Hebrew Children ¢1890s. In 1900 acquired by the London
County Council and later became the South Side Home. Building
demolished in 1988. Site now occupied by Greenvale Nursing
Home.

30. LEIGHAM COURT ROAD. Laid out and constructed as a
thoroughfare from 1839 by Beriah Drew who purchased the land
from the devises of Lord Thurlow. Completed and developed for
housing from the late 1840s. Known also as St. Julian’s Road
during 1860s-1880s. Few Victorian mansions have survived 1930s
and post Second World War re-developments. The road contains
some good examples of suburban architecture, particularly some
Art Deco styled blocks of flats. Some good examples of high-
styled Victorian architecture, notably those mansions to be seen
between Benhurst Court and Valleyfield Road. These were built
between 1880 and 1882 and present a majcstic facade of baronial
gothic heightened with splashes of baroque. Best of their genre in
Streatham and restored in 2002.



31. LODGE TO NORWOOD GROVE. Small gate
lodge to Norwood Grove. Extant. Rebuilt in 1860.
Restored in recent years. A brick and stone building of
plain design. Notable features are the decorative
bargeboards and the ornamental coat of arms
incorporating a monogram of the Anderson family,
residents of the Grove. The brick pillars, which formed
part of the entrance gate to the grove, still stand and
some decorative ironwork survives on the bridge wall
adjoining.
= 32. MANOR HOUSE. The first house built 1394/95
PIONEDY by William Colbrands and later became known as
/34 Colbrands. From 1550 to 1567 home of Sir Richard
' 1-‘ Sackville, courtier, treasurer of the army, Member of
> Parliament and kinsman of Queen Elizabeth I. House
! 4 subsequently occupied by Gregory Fiennes, 10th Lord
e # Dacre of the South, whose father was executed for

3l 1577 to Robert Forth, a tile and brickmaker. During his
3 occupancy the house was visited by Queen Elizabeth 1
W in 1581, 1583, 1587 and 1593. Leased in 1597 to Sir
lees Howland, merchant, and subsequently became
7":.. the Manor House of Tooting Bec in 1600. Birthplace of
“ the 3rd and 4th Dukes of Bedford. Colbrands was
rebuilt in 1577 and part rebuilt during the 1700s.
Became known as Streatham House and developed as a
farming estate by the Bedford family. Demolished
c1801 and replaced by Coventry Hall. The house,
which faced the common, is marked by Albert Carr
Gardens.

33. NORWOOD GROVE. Classical styled stucco
villa lying in parkland. Situated in Croydon Parish and
sTREATHAM located near to Gibsons Hill. The area was known in
HERITAGE medieval times as Copgate. The house was probably
TRAIL built during the second half of the 18th century. Known

Queen




as Norbury Grove when occupied by Thomas Mills during the
early 19th century. Later known as Streatham Grove. House
visited by Garibaidi, the Italian patriot in 1864, when he was the
guest of Arthur Anderson M.P., founder of the P & O shipping
line in 1840. From 1878 to 1913 the home of Frederick Nettlefold,
manufacturer of woodscrews. Became a public park which was
opened by the Prince of Wales on November 16th 1926. House

purchased by Croydon Council in 1936. Grounds abut Streatham
Common and the Rookery.

34. OPEN AIR THEATRE. Covered stage area sited at the top
of the common near to Streatham Common North and facing the
Rookery. Erected by the London County Council in late 1930s and
demolished ¢1955.

35. PARISH BOUNDARY. Marking the
Streatham and Croydon Parish boundary
and the south-eastern edge of the common.
Streatham parish post, dated 1844, set into
the pavement at the junction of Streatham
Common North with Crown Lane. From
here boundary progressed down the edge
of the common to Covington Way and is
marked by an ancient drainage ditch. The
most significant section is between the
pathway to Norwood Grove and Covington
Way. Here the boundary is well marked by
three Croydon Parish cast iron slab posts
dated 1888, 1908 and 1920. Ancient oaks
planted on the Croydon side and the gully R / ]
further emphasize this section of boundary. This boundary also
marks the bounds of the Brixton Hundred and in recent times the
boundary between the London County Council and Surrey County
Council. Today it is the boundary for the London Roroughs of
Croydon and Lambeth. This ancient boundary probably dates from
Saxon times and is an example of living history.
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36. PARK HILL. Grade II listed building. Until the
late 1990s was St. Michael’s Convent. Also known as
Parkside House. Architect J.B.Papworth. Built 1839 on
the site of Hill House for William Leaf, a soft goods
merchant. Occupied by J.H.Smith in 1876. From 1880
to 1899 home of the industrialist and benefactor Sir
Henry Tate of Tate and Lyle Sugar, and founder of the
Tate Gallery and numerous libraries. Became St.
Michael’s Convent in 1923. Gate-lodge built in 1870
by Leaf. Additions made to the house by Tate included
a porch built in 1880 and a gallery to house his
paintings, later donated to form the Tate Gallery
collection at Millbank. Grounds contain numerous
decorative features such as an ornamental lake, bridge,
grotto and folly. The mansion was renovated when
part of the site was developed with housing known as
Tate Gardens in 2002.

37. PIED BULL. Extant. Public House adjoining the
Beehive Coffee House on the south. Old wayside
coaching Inn possibly built during the mid 17th
century when Streatham Spa was fashionable.
Occupied by John Wood during the 1770s and by the
Peet family during the 1780s-1790s. From 1819 until
1840 Peter John Dowden ran the Inn. Front elevation
remodelled with ceramic tile decoration ¢1920s. Pied
Bull used as the Headquarters for the Herne Hill
Harriers Athletic Club during the late 1880s and early
1890s.

38. POND — UPPER. Extant. North side of common
and opposite Hill Path. Originally fed by water from
the spring linc running along the top of the common.
Surrounded by post and rail fence until early 20th
century. During 1884 banks cut to make a gradual
slope to the pond. Turned into a paddling pond by the
London County Council in 1939.



39. POND - LOWER. Extant. Bottom of the common opposite
Greyhound Lane. Originally fed by drainage from top of common.
Surrounded by post and rail fence until early 20th century. Turned
into a paddling pond by the London County Council in 1939.

40. POUND. For the village of South Streatham. A fenced in
area where stray livestock was impounded. At southwest corner of
the common opposite Immanuel Church. Known in the 1860s.

41. PREFABS. Single story prefabricated houses. 40 seco and
40 arcon type dwellings erected in 1946. 12 in two rows facing
Immanuel Church and 68 in two rows facing Streatham Common
South. The last prefab here was demolished in January 1958.

42. REFRESHMENT HOUSE. Extant. The Rookery Cafe.
Called the Refreshment Pavilion during the 1930s. Outside the
entrance to the Rookery Gardens. Built by Harrison & Co. for the
London County Council in 1929.

S

The White Garden in the Rookery Gardens c1914

43. ROOKERY GARDENS. Public gardens. Previously the site
and grounds of Streatham Wells or Streatham Spa. Streatham
Society plague by the wishing well marks one of the original
springs. The house and grounds were purchased by public
subscription and transferred to the London County Council in
1912. Opened to the public on 23rd July 1913. House demolished

»
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shortly after. Included in the grounds are the White
Garden, Wild Gardens, Woodland Walk and the Old
English Garden. Stenton Covington presented the
wooden shelter on the top lawn, rebuilt in 1981, to the
people of London in 1913.

44. RYECROFTS. Large field abutting Streatham
Common on the east side. Known in 1552. Called Rye
Crofts in 1800 when held by Croydon Hospital. Rye
Crofts Road laid out c1803 as a carriageway from
Norwood Grove Road. The field was sold in 1866 and
Ryecroft Road developed for housing from the late
1880s. The road was initially developed on the east
side, with the building of large mansions - Five Oaks,
Ryecroft (extant), Redroofs and Jerviston, which faced
Crown Lane. No. 17, Ryecroft, was built to the designs
of Sir Emest George for Douglas Cow of P.B.Cow in
1888. Redroofs, a building of similar style to Ryecroft,
but architecturally more adventurous, was designed in
1888 by Sir Ernest George as his home and in which he
lived until 1903. Five Oaks was built ¢1891 and
occupied by George Parton. Jerviston, a large mansion,

was built about the same time and occupied by Daniel
Wellby during the 1890s. The road and adjoining parts
of Crown Lane saw redeveloped and new residential
building during the 1920s and 30s and in recent times.
This has resulted in an interesting mix of architectural
styles.

45. SILK MILL. Opposite Streatham Common by
Kempshott Road. Listed Building. Late Georgian
Industrial building built ¢1820, possibly by Loat of
Balham Hill, for Messrs. Lea and Wilson. Site of the
first industrial use of the Jacquard Loom in Britain.
Eighteen silk weavers working at the factory in 1831.
Later the mill and site became a centre of a



manufacturing complex incorporating workers houses and a school
laid out around Factory Square. From c¢1835 factory produced India-
rubber waterproofed goods under Thomas Forster, who was
employing 40 people in 1851. In 1857 became P.B.Cow and factory
operations continued until 1986. Hill and Co. rebuilt the factory
chimney, a prominent feature in the local townscape, in 1885 to a
design by Sir Ernest George, for P.B.Cow. The chimney was
demolished during 1987. The Mill, now a restored and a listed
building, is incorporated into a Sainsbury’s supermarket.

46. SPENCER HOUSE. Streatham Common South. Large

mansion built ¢1862 and demolished 1979. Occupied by John
Rankin during the 1860s and from c¢1871 by Sir Kingsmill Key,
Captain of Surrey County Cricket Club. In 1881 home of James
Vaughan, stockbroker. Later occupied by P.B.Cow and house
renamed Blenheim.

47. STREATHAM FARM. Ancient farm that abutted parts of
Streatham Common prior to the 18th century. The farmhouse was
located by Streatham High Road at Heybridge Avenue. Probably

medieval in origin. The farm was known in 1615 when occupied by
Edward Croft. From 1628 to 1652 occupied by Waiter Boothbye
and then by Francis Tidecombe. In 1718 farm became the property
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housing as the Streatham Lodge Estate from 1907.

48. STREATHAM COMMON NORTH. Ancient

of the Huguenot, Richard DuCane, M.P. and Director
of the Bank of England and later of his son, Peter, a
Director of the East India Company. Farm occupied by
Benjamin Picketts during the 1750s and by Samuel
Sach in the 1760s. From c1780 to 1803 by George
Robinson and by William Holmer to 1810. About this
time a new house was built and named Streatham
Lodge. Subsequent occupiers were Ralph Fenwick and
William, Henry and Edmund Coulthurst, partners in
Coutts Bank. Considered to be one of the principle
houses of Streatham. The grounds were developed for

Su s

thoroughfare. Known in 1675 as a way ‘to Dullige’.
Originating as the route to Penge. the detached part of
Battersea Parish, via Potter’s Lane (Natal Road).
Eastern section, from the parish boundary, known as
Crown Lane in 1855, a name probably taken from the
Rose and Crown Public House at Crown Point.
Streatham Common North consists of a mixture of
suburban architecture dating from the 1870s-1930s.
Notable buildings are Northendene, a large house with
gothic trimmings, built ¢1873 with additions in 1878.
Occupied by George Pratt senior, store owner and
property developer, who died in 1898. Numbers 13/14
North Side, a double fronted detached building of
standard design, was built to the designs of the famous



architect E.Guy Dawber in 1893. Benhurst Flats, dating to 1934/35,
were built by Costain in the spirit of suburban Art Deco. Crown
Lane, on the north side, was developed from c¢1840s with the
building of an array of nondescript stucco styled villas. Included
Essam Lodge, occupied by William Covington in 1873.

Streatham Common South ¢1910
49, STREATHAM COMMON SOUTH. Originally a carriage
way to Streatham Wells and Spa. Lower part developed from mid-
18th century onwards. Some good examples of late 18th century
townscape buildings still stand. No. 10, Ripley House, was built
c1812. No. 9, with its classical frontage, is considered to be one of
the oldest houses in Streatham. and is said to have been built in
1778. Lewis’s builders yard was originally Mason’s Yard. Owned
by William Mason, a local builder operating from the 1860s to the
1890s, employing in 1881, 104 men. Mason’s was one of
Streatham’s major building contractors in the 19th century.
Previously John Loat of Balham ran the yard in the 1850s, and
before him James Chart from c¢1820 to 1840, and earlier William

Wright during the 1800s. Redevelopment of Streatham Common
South occurred during 1904-06 when most of the 18th century

buildings were demolished. The upper part was developed during
the 1920/30s as part of the Wellfield Estate.



50. STREATHAM COURT. A square red brick

mansion possibly built in 1751 by Thomas Byles. Site

now marked by Voss Court. From 1753 to 1762 home of

the Dowager Duchess of Coventry, grandmother to

Viscount Deerhurst. During the early 1780s the home of

John Holmes. From 1765 to 1805 Mrs. Baker ran a

boarding school for young ladies here. Afterwards

The occupied by Benjamin Bunn until 1815, and then became

‘wishing the home of Stephen Wilson, silk mill owner until 1860.

well” House then became a ladies’ school run by the Lloyd

in the family. In 1881 Francis Lloyd was schoolmistress with 8

Rookery scholars. House demolished ¢1909 and the site later
Gardens developed as the Renown Garage in 1928.
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51. STREATHAM WELLS. Mansion and grounds.
Site of Streatham Spa. Now the Rookery Gardens.
Spring discovered here in 1659 by some ploughman.
Developed as a Spa during the 18th century. In 1673 it
was recorded that the waters had a “mawkish taste’ and
that the ‘common dose is three cups, which is
sTREaTHAM €quivalent to nine of Epsom’. During the summer of
HERITAGE 1701, every Monday and Thursday, concerts were held
TRALIL at the Spa. By 1744 the spa waters, along with those at




Acton and Dulwich, were the most in vogue. Streatham Spa
gradually fell out of fashion and was in decline by the 1760s. Of the
three wells one has survived and is marked by a Streatham Society
plaque. The Spa House was located on the top lawn and was known
in 1731 when occupied by Thomas Shuckburgh. The house was
rebuilt by William Wilkinson in 1786 and occupied by him until
1827. Home of James Coster, merchant, who died in 1857. House,
then known as the Rookery, was let to Lady Jane Adams.
Subsequent occupants were James Hill, tobacco manufacturer, and
Sir Kingsmill Key, later Baronet of Thormbury, who was known for
his scientific gardening and devotion to cricket. The house was
described in 1801 as ‘a good brick house with large stabling, famous
for excellent purging waters’. Called the Well House in the 1800s.

52. STROPTONS POND. Southwest corner of common opposite
Immanuel Church. Pond fed by drainage and springs. Local
inhabitants complained in 1854 that the pond was too foul to water
cattle and that when partly dry, ‘the malaria arising therefrom is
very injurious.” The Pond was filled in during 1926.

53. VAUXHALL MANOR. One of the three ancient manorial
estates of Streatham parish, in which the village of South Streatham
and Streatham Common lay. South Streatham was the detached part
of Vauxhall Manor, Lambeth.

54. VICARAGE. For Immanuel Church. Built ¢1860. Corner of
Streatham Common North with Valley Road. Javelin Court marks
the site. House later became St. Helen’s School for Girls in 1928,
previously located in Streatham High Road. House demolished
cl1962.

55. YOSS COURT. Originally the site and grounds of Streatham
Court. Developed by W.Mason the builders in 1909, and by
W.J.F.Gillett Houses in 1924. Petrol station and garage built in 1928

Ly diller and Sons and known as the Renown Garage. In the
forecourt stood the 7th milestone from London which was removed
c1976.
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56. WAR MEMORIAL. Situated on the
corner of Streatham High Road with
Streatham Common North. For the First and
Second World Wars. The memorial, situated
in a Garden of Remembrance, was unveiled
by General Sir Charles Monro on Saturday
14th. October 1922. Dedication was by the
Bishop of Southwark. Memorial originally
commemorated the 725 Streatham people
who died on service during World War One.
Bronze statue sculpted by Alfred Toft in
1921. Gardens transferred to the London
County Council in 1922 and then to Lambeth
Borough Council during 1971.

57. WELLFIELD HOUSE. House and grounds.

" Name taken from a well in the grounds. House located

near the junction of Covington Way with Streatham
Common South. Built ¢1803 by Robert Brown,
merchant, and occupied by him until 1847.
Subsequently Charles Candy, silk manufacturer,
occupied the house. Rebuilt ¢1860s. During 1870s
home of Alexander Rose, Russia broker and in 1900s
by Theodore Aston, an eminent QC. House also called
the Well House. Demolished in 1906. Developed as the
Wellfield Estate from 1930-33 by Utting the builder.

58. WESTWELL. Large mansion adjoining High
Elms and located near to the corner of Streatham High
Road with Westwell Road Approach. A house was
known on the site in 1739 and occupied by William
Hambly, a member ot a well known Sueathiam family.
During 1800s occupied by Henry Thomas and later by
Thomas Willimott from 1817 to 1824. Andrew
Hamilton, benefactor to nearby Immanuel Church,
lived in the house c1838-1854.






THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Tts aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for all who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the third
Monday of each month at 8pm at Woodlawns, 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is

open to all who agree with the aims of the society. |
|

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who are
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the
Streatham Society and the activitics and programme of
the Local History Group contact:
Brian Bloice
220 Woodmansterne Road

Streatham SW16 SUA
Tel: 020 8764 8314

Email: brianbloice@btinternet.com
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