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STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL

STREATHAM HEIGHTS
FOOTPATHS AND WOODS

This walk around the hilly parts of Streatham will,
particularly on summer’s day, engender the feeling of
what Streatham must have been like when it was just a
country place. Our walk, along footpaths and in and
around woodlands, will bring back the past and
naturalness so familiar to generations of Streatham
people, before the arrival of modern times.

For most of history, Streatham was a farming
community with people tilling the land, raising their
livestock and managing the local woodlands. Within a
generation all this disappeared as Streatham changed
into a London suburb, leaving little to remind us of
those earlier times. We have a few field names,
fossilised in familiar road names, such as Fieldhouse,
Stockfield, Wellfield and Pathfield, which remind us of
a countrified Streatham. Other reminders are found in
present day boundary walls, back garden fences, and in
roads and streets which follow the lines of old field and
meadow hedgerows.

Although great changes have been made to the
landscape of Streatham over the last 150 years, some

aspects of her rural past have survived to become
integral parts of our heritage. We are fortunate in still
having the two medieval commons, or wastes, of
Streatham parish — Streatham Common and Tooting
Bec Common; which are now our prime open spaces,
and where, for centuries, villagers grazed their SRR AR
livestock and collected wood and bracken as part of HERITAGE

their daily routine. TRAIL




There is also Streatham Green, a survival from the old village; its
decorative water fountain by William Dyce, erected in 1862, was
moved to the green from opposite St. Leonard’s parish church in
1933. We also have one field, which has survived the passage of
time to become part of Streatham Common. This is the Hilly Four
Acres field, which was once part of Streatham Farm, a large farm
which sat close to Green Lane at south Streatham. Abutting this
field, and lying in the adjoining parish of Croydon, are the grounds
of Norwood Grove, which find their origin in a pattern of fields
which once covered this undulating area. Such is the ambience of
this area, with its wooded vistas and swathes of green, the
comforting feel of the countryside does not easily escape you.

Separating Streatham and Croydon at Norwood Grove, is the ancient
parish boundary. This is well marked by a watercourse, which finds
its source in the spring line and snakes its way down from the top of
Streatham Common to the River Graveney at south Streatham, via
Covington Way. When passing the side of the Hilly Four Acres field,
the boundary is shown by a ragged line of some ancient oaks of wide
girth and some old parish posts, usually well hidden in the
undergrowth. This is indeed living history, a boundary still valid in
present times, with a history going back to the creation of our
parishes in Saxon times, and probably beyond.

Ancient boundary oaks between Hilly Four Acres
and Norwood Grove in the 1920s



This local walk moves away from the usual appreciation of the built
environment and mainly looks at those remnants of the Streatham
countryside that have survived into the present day. Most of this
walk will follow ancient footpaths, which, until suburban
development, made their way alongside the fields and farms of
Streatham. We are fortunate that a number of short stretches of our
ancient footpath can still be walked, particularly Russell’s footpath,
which is the longest and most interesting of the paths we shall
follow.

This particular path takes its name from one of Streatham’s 18th
century landowners, the Russell family, who are better known in
Streatham’s history as the Dukes of Bedford. As early map evidence
shows, this path was part of a much longer route than we know
today. The route seems to have linked the parish church with the
high ground at Norwood. It began from the church and crossed
Streatham Green and the High Road, then to the 'Duke's Stile', sited
by the side of the Bedford Park Hotel, Streatham High Road, which
is just opposite Station Approach. From the stile, the path crossed
the railway line to continue its present route to Maderia Road and on
to Belltrees Grove. From here, the path turned southeast and cut
across the fields, which are now part of the grounds to Henry Tate
Mews, recently St. Michael’s Convent (Park Hill).
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Henry Wright, trossing Sweeper at Streaam Sfation, rests
with his broom by the entrance to Russell's Footpath in 1908.



On crossing Streatham Common, the route seems to have continued
as the footpath which now crosses Ryecroft Road to Arnulls Grove, to
make for Beulah Hill by Gibsons Hill. Beulah Hill is an ancient cross
country route running along the edge of the high ground, skirting the
wilds of the Great North Wood, to link the Thames plain with
Croydon and beyond.

The origin of our local footpaths, and not forgetting that which runs
behind Blegborough Road, which, until suburban development made
its way to Streatham High Road via Potters Lane (Natal Road), with a
spur leading to Greyhound Lane (hence Pathfield Road), are not
known. Perhaps they find their origin in prehistoric times as people
moved across the landscape, trading and visiting communities now
lost to history. Probably Russell’s Footpath is such a route. Adapted
over the centuries, it has become one of a number of local footpaths
surviving into modern times, which are integral parts of our
environmental heritage.

This can be said of our surviving woodlands and about our local
nature reserves which we shall be passing and seeing on our route.
The hilly part of Streatham, which we will be walking, was well
wooded in historic times, with managed woods being a much valued
local resource. We shall pass through an area, once heavily wooded,
which was lost to arable farming during the 18th century. Some

reminders of this lost woodland are signalled by the occasional oaks
of great age we shall see, grandly standing in someone’s garden or

beside the roadway. We shall also pass by, or under, trees of great age
along the footpaths.

The paths we shall be walking are little known in Streatham, except to
local folk who daily scurry along them, back and forth, in their daily
commute to work, or perhaps to gain quick access to the High Road;
but otherwise, they are rarely walked. Russell’s Footpath, and the
others we shall walk, arc hidden secrets of our local history, found
sandwiched between the houses and back gardens of Streatham.
These hilly and narrow paths were once familiar routes to generations
of Streatham villagers, as they made their way through the fields
about their daily business. We shall follow in their footsteps.



‘G00Z25

UOWILLIOY) LUBLRERS.OS

SAOOM ANY SHLYJdLOOd SLHDITH WYHLYJHULS
LSTHALNI JO SADV'1d



Streatham 1. STREATHAM STATION We begin our walk at
Station Streatham Station, built in 1991, and a poor

replacement to the one built by the London, Brighton
and South Coast Railway in 1868. In front of us is the
High Road, the A23. This is a road of Roman origin
and was constructed during the late first century AD,
laid down as a route from Roman London to the south
coast at Portslade, Sussex. To the left of us we can see

the ‘Dip’, a local name for the descent of the High
Road towards Strcatham Station. On approach to the

station, the roadway has been raised to make a bridge
over the railway line, regaining its original level on the
approach to Albert Carr Gardens at Hopton Road.

2. RUSSELL’S FOOTPATH From the station, we
cross over the High Road to the steps opposite, which
lead us down into Russell’s Footpath, named as such in
1936. The original approach, with its decorative iron

— - |
—) railings, was removed some years ago and access to the

STREATHAM

HERITAGE

TRAIL

path is now hidden from view by a low, nondescript
concrete wall. Entry is now made from the side. On
reaching the footpath, we note a short spur to our right



which leads into Hopton Road, created as a short cut to the station.
Progressing along the path, we can observe the dark span of the
railway bridge to our rear and the shops and buildings above. To our
left, on the far side of the station platform, is an area of mixed
development resulting from Second World War bomb damage,
caused by the first flying bomb to fall on Streatham in June 1944,
Included in the damage was the loss of the Streatham Empire
Picture Palace, which extended to the rear of the High Road
buildings. Adjacent can be seen some typical 1960s houses, which
replaced a cluster of prefabricated houses (prefabs) built in
Stanthorpe Road following the war.

Moving along, with the back gardens of the houses in Hopton Road
to our right, we pass some further post war building, resulting from
bomb damage, before reaching a bend in the route of the path. At
this point, the path would have originally approached us from the
left, from the Duke’s Stile in the High Road, before the construction
of the railway line cut and redirected the path along the route we
have just walked. From this bend on, the path follows its original

Streatham Station showing part of an old wall (to left of lamp
post)formally part of the Empire Cinema which was destroyed

by the first flying bomb to fall on Streatham in June 1944.



Bray alignment, running through the fields to the top of
Court Streatham Common. To our left we pass Bray Court a
(left) and modern, plain looking block of flats which replaced
Melrose Madeira Hall, built during the 1880s, and demolished
Mansions, ¢1966. This was the community hall for the) Coventry
Madeira Park Estate built, during the early 1880s, by the
Road, infamous James William Hobbs of the Liberator

alongside Building Society scandal. Note the architectural style
Russell’s of the flats adjoining, with their unusual roof line and
Footpath. decorative iron work balconies. Built circa 1905.

3. BETWEEN OAKDALE AND HOPTON ROAD
We now enter the bottom end of Maderia Road, which
gently curves away on our left towards Oakdale Road.
Opposite, and just across the road, we see the narrow
and secret looking entrance to the next stretch of
Russcll’s Footpath. On entry, the path presents a

) parrow and straight course ahead, running between
STREATHAM Qakdale and Hopton Roads. About midway along, we
HERITAGE o0 the remains of a large tree trunk, part bedded into
TRAIL the path and being of great age. This tree and others




indicating some age, under which we shall pass further on, marked
ancient field boundaries alongside the path. To our left, the houses
and back gardens cover a field once known as Kingsland, and, to
our right, lay The Ten Acre Mead, farmlands belonging to the
Streatham Manor House. The land, through which we are passing,
has a recorded history reaching back to the Middle Ages, and
became the property of the Dukes of Bedford during the 17th
century. Their stately mansion was known as Streatham House,
which was replaced by Coventry Hall, the site being marked today
by the flats of Albert Carr Gardens. As we imaginatively walk
between the fields of medieval Streatham, we arrive at the top end
of this stretch, passing on our left some further post war housing
built during the 1950s, following bomb damage and the clearance of
prefabricated housing.

4. VALLEY ROAD On leaving the footpath we enter Valley
Road. Opposite, squeezed between the houses, we see the
continuation of the footpath, which disappears up hill to be
terminated by the properties of Belltrees Grove, and to exit at
Strathdale Road. We shall visit this section later in the walk. Valley
Road, along which we shall progress for a short distance, acquired
its name in 1867 in anticipation of house building, which did not
occur to any extent until later. The southern end of the road, along
which we shall be walking, was known for a time as Clay Pitt Lane

TR e AR TS I 3 7 PR ST P

Remains of an ancient boundary oak in Russell's Footpath.



and was entered from Streatham Common through

Clay Pitt Gate. This rough roadway was eventually

extended to link with Leigham Lane (Wellfield Road),

so to make a through route from the common to

Leigham Court Road. Crossing over to the east side of

the road, we aim for Hillhouse Road, which is part of

the Hill House Estate. The houses, which cling tightly

Old sign at to the sloping ground, were built to the designs of

corner of William Newton Dunn during the carly 20th century,

Hill Path with some additional house building taking place

and Valley during the 1920s and 1930s. On our right, we pass

Road in some modern developments, part replacing wartime
the 1970s bomb damage.

It is behind the houses
of Hillhouse Road that
our next stretch of
pathway runs, Hill Path.
We enter from Valley
Road. It is a steep
footpath, brooding with
overhanging trees and
high fences, and was,

until the 1980s, unmade
and gravelled, with an occasional stream gushing from

the spring line down the pavement of Valley Road. The
path is not an ancient one, and seems to find its origins
during the early 18th century, following the closure of
Russell’s Footpath when the grounds of Park Hill,
which we will pass further on, were laid out during the
early 19th century.

F==o= 5, HILL PATH On entering the path, we can
STREATHAM appreciate its steepness as we look ahead and slowly
HERITAGE climb to higher ground, upon which we enjoy the
TRAIL panoramic view over central and north Streatham. On




our right, we have the gardens of Hillhouse Road and, to the left,
the immediacy of a little known area of local woodland and scrub.
This is a large patch of wild habitat and is part of the grounds
belonging to the Bishop Thomas Grant School, which occupies the
higher ground we shall meet further up. A mixture of shrub, old
grassland and young woodland make up the habitat.

Among the woodland species about are pedunculate oak, hawthorne,
ash, elder and English elm. Found in the ground flora is cow
parsley, common nettle, hedge woundwort, along with creeping
bent, false oatgrass, cock’s-foot, meadow vetchling, great
willowherb, creeping thistle and horse-radish. Dragonflies and
species of butterflies, such as the speckled wood and the holly blue,
plus the wild birds, further contribute to make this small area of
Streatham an important environmental asset and, as such, has been
given a Grade II designation.

Passing this woodland asset, we continue uphill, reaching towards
the top a slight adjustment to the path marked by an ancient tree.
Following on, we see to our left the openness of the playgrounds
and the stark buildings of the school, which soon come into better
view. Prior to the building of the school, in 1959, the site was an old
field, which, during the 18th century, was called The Three Acres,
one of a number of fields and adjoining woodlands. These belonged
to a house, which, by the 19th century, was known as Park Hill.
Until the late 1950s, this field, with its commanding view over
Streatham and beyond. contained the Home Farm to Park Hill, a

View from the top of Hill Path overlooking Streatham with the
Odeon Cinema being the large building on the left.



piece of open land where root crops and vegetables
were cultivated and where cows pastured, making this
the last area in Streatham parish to be farmed.

Along this the stretch of the path, we cannot fail to

note to our right, the intrusiveness of the modern brick

wall, which replaced an old rustic lookihg boundary

Hill House wall of 18th century date, belonging to a large
in 1916. mansion, built around 1774, known as Hill House.

For a time, the mansion,
one of the grand houses of
Streatham, was the home
of William Hankey,
merchant and owner of
sugar plantations and
slaves. After being the
home of a number of other
prominent people, the
house ended up being a
Hospital Supply Depot
during the FKirst World
War, then a hostel for
Belgium refugees. After much neglect, it was sadly

demolished and, in 1920, the grounds were developed
as the Hill House Estate, sometimes known as the

Deepdene Estate.

At the end of this section, Hill Path makes a sharp turn
to the right. This stretch widens as it doubled as a
footpath and a track way, gravelled until recent times,
which led to the Home Farm from Streatham Common.
Access to the farm and buildings was through a large

= wooden gate, now hidden behind sheets of dull
sTrReatHam corrugated iron. Flanking the path on both sides are
HERITAGE brick walls, which have been listed ‘as Grade II
TRAIL structures. The tall wall on the right, with its shallow




buttresses and curved top, dates to the 18th century and is the
remaining boundary wall to the above mansion. On our left is a later
built wall, perhaps mid-Victorian and unusual with its curved base.
This wall, with its canopy of greenery, marks the southern boundary
to Park Hill. On leaving the footpath, with Streatham Common in
front of us, we pass a curved recess in the end part of this wall,
close to the pavement. This was probably designed to take an
ornamental gatepost. Note also some of the old remaining paving
tiles as you leave the path.

6. STREATHAM COMMON NORTH We now enter Streatham
Common North, a name given in 1912. This is an ancient
thoroughfare, known in 1675 as the way ‘to Dullige’. This route
originated as the way to Penge, the detached part of Battersea
parish, via Trinity Road, Tooting Bec Road, Thrale Road, Potter’s
Lane and Natal Road. The road becomes Crown Lane, named as
such in 1855, as it passes Leigham Court Road on its serpentine
route towards Crown Point. On our right, is the upper part of
Streatham Common known as the ‘woods’. Until the acquisition of
the common by the Metropolitan Board of Works, during the late
1880s, this area was mainly a prospect of shrub and bush. The vista
of tall trees, now seen and appreciated, is much the work of modern
common management following public ownership. However, thi
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Entrance to Hill Path in Streatham Common North




upper part of the common, with its gravelly soil and

drainage patterns, is a relict of the Great North Wood,

The and today contains many mature trees including Scrub

medieval Oak and an area of regenerated elm. The importance of

tower Streatham Common as a natural open space has been
Victorian preserved with it being made a Conservation Area.

Jolly To our left is the wooden fence enclosing the extensive

in the garden of Park Hill, behind which there are a number
grounds of listed garden features. The best of these is the
of Park medieval tower, a romantic Victorian folly which sits
Hill. well with the nearby grotto, spanned by a rustic
ironwork bridge. Close by is
the ornamental lake, veiled
by bamboo and laying among
the mature trees and swathes
of green lawn, which makes
this garden one of some
importance. The fence, which
sweeps along this side of the
road, takes us to the
ornamental gates, with their
bold iron work and solid

pillars, which screen the
stuccoed gate lodge to Park

Hill. Observe the Leaf family
crest on the lodge, by the front door, with the date of
1879 and the intertwining initials “WL’ for William
Leaf. The building of Park Hill is credited to the Leaf
family, who acquired the estate during the late 1820s,
and engaged the well known architect John Papworth
to design a new house. This replaced an earlier
building known as Hill House, a name which later
STREATHAM transferred to the house by Hill Path. The prestigious
HERITAGE property of Park Hill was purchased by Henry Tate, of
TRAIL sugar fame, during the late 19th century, and was the




Park Hill

place where the embryonic Tate Gallery collection was formed. In
1923, the house became St. Michael’s Convent and, when this closed
in 2002, the house and grounds were sold to developers. The
importance of the house has warranted a Grade II*, listing with the
grotto and folly being listed as Grade II. Today the house and
grounds are part of Henry Tate Mews, with the grounds adding
further to the wildlife habitat of the area.

7. LEIGHAM COURT ROAD Continuing on, we come to the
stylised block of flats called Benhurst Court, which is a good
example of Art Deco modernist architecture, and dated to the mid
1930s. We follow the block of flats around into the beginnings of
Leigham Court Road, with the Fern Lodge estate to our right. Note
the various architectural styles we shall see as we walk along this
end of Leigham Court Road, which are mainly 1930s. We have now
arrived at one of the highest points in Streatham, where the high
ground becomes part of the Norwood Heights, culminating in the
Crystal Palace Ridge at Sydenham, some 95m above sea level. As
we walk this area, the spring line runs beneath our feet, which, to
our right defines the eastern and southern extent of Streatham
Common with the issuing of a small intermittent stream. This runs as
a wet ditch, often as running water, down the side of the common to
Covington Way. Taking advantage of this high ground are the



ancient parish boundaries of Streatham, Croydon and
Lambeth, which strike across this area.

Proceeding down the top stretch of Leigham Court
Road, which was developed from 1839 by Beriah
Drew, with the original name being St. Julian’s Road
until 1902, we travel in Lambeth parish for a short
distance.

On our [eft is a
distinctive| group of
late Victorian houses.
Built of red brick and
designed in the
flavour of baronial
gothic with touches
of castle decoration,
these properties were
restored to their
original grandness in
2002. Note the dates
on the fronts.

294 Keeping to this side of the road, we cross over
Leigham Valleyficld Road. Ahead of us, the road narrows as it
Couwrt returns to its original width prior to modern road
Road widening. Some of the rural charm and greenery still
prevail on both sides of the road, and, to our right, two
attractive Victorian houses with cottage styling still
stand, almost hidden behind their tree and shrub
frontages. To our left we pass Uplands, a grand
Victorian House, and now part of a care home and set
back behind the long brick wall, which we follow as
= we make our way to Etherstone Road - a little way on.

STREATHAM 8, ETHERSTONE ROAD We turn into this short
HERITAGE 454, with its Victorian pillar box on the corner, and
TRAIL retum into Streatham parish, with the road marking the




boundary. This road takes its name from a large house, which once
occupied the immediate area, demolished to make way for house
building from the mid 1920s. On our right you cannot miss the two
attractive 1930s houses, built in the popular ‘“Tudorbethen’ style. To
the left, we pass a converted coach house, which has retained many
of its original features. Note the cobbled area in front.

Continuing down the road, we approach the charming prospect of
Streatham Garden Village. Truett and Steel built this little known
housing development, consisting of fifty-two cottage-type
properties, in 1927. The architect was F.T. Dear. They were built for
the key workers employed by Curtis Rrothers, later United Dairies,
at their bottling and creamery plant in Valley Road. The village
received royal approval when, in December of that year, the Duke
and Duchess of York, later the King and Queen, opened the village,
with the show house being well furnished by the departmental store
Arding and Hobbs of Clapham Junction.

As we enter the ‘village’, we come to Etherstone Green on our right,
built around a pleasant green open space. Among the trees and
shrubs are to be seen roses, thoughtfully planted in memory of
deceased local residents. To one side is Springwell Close, a small



open green area with
surrounding houses.
As the name implies,
the ground around here
is watery, with the
spring line running
beneath the village. To
our left is Springwell
Road which, will take
! us to Valleyfield Road,
e SR R the steepest and
Etherstone windiest road in Streatham, which at the top, offers

Green some spectacular views over Streatham and beyond. It

was named and developed from 1927.

9. WELLFIELD WALK Before we leave the
pleasing confines of the Garden Village and Springwell
Road, we pass, on our right, the broad path known as
Wellfield Walk. Named as such in 1936, it was, until
recent times, a typical country path, steep and wild, and
well flanked by mature oaks, brambles and elderberry
trees. You can, if you wish, shorten this walk by
descending down the tarmac path with its now neat and

tidy green verges, to Valley Road. As you do, you will
note the view over Streatham and, without much

prompting, the white properties lying to your right,
once the nursery grounds to the United Dairies. These
properties are part of Lambeth Council’s Valley Road
estate, which was built during the 1980s. It was a
pioneering development, using many new
=\ environmental features, which have since become
standard practice in building today.

sTREATHAM Returning to our route along Springwell Road, we walk
HERITAGE to Valleyfield Road, a short distance on. On the corner
TRALIL stands a distinctive brick styled Art Deco house,



noticeable by its broad bay window design and a squared pillared
entrance area. Turning into the road, we cross over and make for
Strathdale Road, a short distance away on our left. The road is a cul-
de-sac comprising of just a few houses. At the top end on the left,
behind a well kept green area, can be seen a short, narrow footpath
which takes the walker into Belltrees Grove. On the top right side is
the inconspicuous entrance to Russell’s Footpath, unfortunately
misnamed in recent times as Strathdale.

10. STRATHDALE On entering this steep and narrow path, we
again catch the feeling of a country walk. To our left, we follow the
remains of an ancient hedgerow with thickets of greenery adding to
the atmosphere of this ancient way through the fields of Streatham.
Further on, we meet with the undergrowth and trees of the woodland
habitat we passed earlier when walking up Hill Path. Arriving at
some back gardens, we soon exit into Valley Road and see opposite
the continuation of our footpath to Streatham Station. Turning right
and progressing along Valley Road, noting the 1930s bungalow to
our left, we can appreciate the hilly and undulating landscape found
in this part of Streatham, particularly as we pass the bottom of
Valleyfield Road and then the top of Gleneldon Road. Keeping to
the right side of Valley Road, we soon pass Wellfield Walk, which
leads back up to Springwell Road.

To our left, we view the dip 5
of Wellfield Road, with its | Ahed
cottagey-type properties on [}
each side. This was one of
the early roads to be
developed in Streatham and
was, until 1884, generally
known as Leigham Lane.
This old lane, which skirted
the high ground of Sonney-
hill, was the route the T et i e B AT
medieval villager took to Wellfield Road c1910




the detached part of Streatham parish, lying at Knight’s
Hill, Norwood. In later times, the road was called Wells
Lane, Lions Lane (after the White Lion public house)
and Mineral Lane. It was also the road to Leigham
Common from Streatham village, and later the way to
the Well House, one of Streatham’s mineral wells.

11. STREATHAM
MINERAL WELLS We
continue in the direction of
Sunnyhill Road, which
shoots uphill on our left and
which derives its name
from the great Sonnehelde
(Sonney-hill), one of those
large medieval fields in
which the villagers of
Streatham toiled. Passing
the shop and cluster of
modern buildings on our
right, still part of the Valley
Road estate, we enter into
Well Close, originally the approach to the Well House

and Streatham Spa. A few paces forward bring us to an
older building, with a cream stuccoed exterior beneath

a slated roof, seen on our left. This is the famous Well
House, a restored Grade II listed building and now part
of Spa Court, and which now sits comfortably enclosed
by railings and the octagonal spread of adjoining
sheltered housing.

The Curtis family outside the Well
House in the 1890s

The Well House was built during the early 1780s on

Tt Leigham Common and utilised a natural spring to
sTREATHAM establish the Streatham Mineral Well, with the mineral
HERITAGE water being sold locally as late as the 1930s. The spa later
TRAIL became part of Curtis Brothers Dairy, now Dairy Crest,




which, during the mid 1920s, was developed into a Model Dairy and
was widely known for its modern facilities, particularly for its bottling
plant. The method of bottling could be watched by the general public
from a large viewing window set above some steps, which led up from
the pavement in Valley Road.

The area in which we stand, with its rising steep ground, was
originally Leigham Common, an open space of waste land used by the
villagers of Streatham. This lost common of wood and bushes
stretched from approximately Hillhouse Road to Leigham Court
Road, and hugged the steeply sloping ground. This little known local
common was notorious for its clayey and wet terrain and was source
for clay for local tile making, its value as an open space ceased when it
was enclosed for pasture land during 1811 and 1816.

Turning back into Valley Road, we see on the other side of the road
some ordinary 1960s properties, which sadly replaced some quaint old
cottages. One remains and reminds us of the time when much of this
area was still open countryside. Continuing along the road, we pass
the new Health Centre, built on part of the demolished model Dairy in
1996. Looking across the road, we see the attractive outline of
Sunnyhill School, built in a friendly style for a London School Board
building, and opened to local children in 1900. Keeping to our right
we arrive at Namba Roy Close, named in 1995 in honour of a south
London Jamaican artist and author.

12. UNIGATE WOODS Before we turn into the close, observe
immediately ahead some of the remaining buildings of the model
Dairy, presently Dairy Crest, which front Valley Road. These are
warmly styled in the Tudor manner with decorative brickwork and
attractive iron railings. Progressing into the Close we ascend the
slope to Unigate Wood, proclaimed by the green canopy of trees
which greets us ahead. On our left, we can look down into the yard
of Dairy Crest and other buildings rendered in the mock Tudor
style, which give visual interest to these otherwise bland industrial
premises. Proceeding up the Close we reach the iron gated entrance
to the Wood, a Grade II nature reserve, designated as such in 1995.



Aerial s we enter and explore, we find a woodland area with
view of undergrowth and areas of rough grassland clinging
tenaciously to the steeply sloping ground, which is
Woods ©ccasionally rutted by a watercourse. The area is a

Unigate

(right), wonderful haven for wildlife. The wood was originally
Dairy Part of the wilds of Leigham Common; later becoming
Crest Pasture land associated with the Dairy and part of an
works Ormamental garden for one the big houses which sat in

(centre) Leigham Court Road. This diversity of land use has

and the contributed to the reserve, in which can be seen
Valley varieties trees and shrubs. Look for the oak trees, horse
Road chestnut, hawthorn, holly, ash, elder, blackthorn, laurel,

Playing cherry and plum, among which inhabits the lesser
fields spotted woodpecker, blackcap, song thrush, dunnock,

(left). greenfinche, robin and wren. Foxcs, wood mice and
squirrels, butterflies, moths and bluebells add further to
the wildlife found in this treasured piece of historic
woodland.

Further information about the wood can be found
displayed on the guide boards which stand prominently
at the two entrances to the wood. To exit the wood you
= can return to Namba Roy Close, or leave the wood at
111 the South Oak Road entrance, which will take you to
STREATHAM Valley Road. If you exit here, you will see in front of
HERITAGE you a playing field, which originally was the sports
TRAIL ground to the United Dairies until 1973.




STREATHAM
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TRAILS

This is one of a series of Heritage Trails
published by the Streatham Society. For details of
other titles in the series, or other publications
published by the Society contact:

The Streatham Society
219 Sternhold Avenue
Streatham
London SW2 4PG

Tel: 020 8674 0459

Email: info@streathamsociety.org.uk
Web-site: streathamsociety.org.uk



THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Its aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for all who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the' third
Monday of each month at 8pm at Woodlawns, 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is
open to all who agree with the aims of the society.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who are
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the
Streatham Society and the activities and programme of
the Local History Group contact:

Brian Bloice
220 Woodmansterne Road
Streatham SW16 5UA
Tel: 020 8764 8314

Email: brianbloice@btinternet.com
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