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STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL

STREATHAM HILL
TRIANGLE

This heritage trail takes us around a little known part of
Streatham, the Streatham Hill Triangle. This area is
bounded by a line beginning at Streatham Hill station
and running along the High Road to the top of Brixton
Hill; from here turning into New Park Road and
progressing to Emmanuel Road and to the corner of
Tooting Bec Common; then along Rastell Avenue to
Sternhold Avenue and thence along here to Streatham
Hill station, the starting and ending point of this
particular trail.

The area making up the Streatham Hill Triangle has a
long history, parts of which reach back to the days of
Roman Britain. It also contains a number of places and
buildings of historical interest. The main feature of this
area is the High Road, which changes its name to
Streatham Hill at Sternhold Avenue and to Brixton Hill
at Streatham Place. In earlier times this stretch of road,
even as far down as Streatham Village, was called
Brixton or Burstow Causeway. The other main
thoroughfares in our area are New Park Road,
Streatham Place (South Circular), Sternhold and
Thornton Avenues.

In early times the summit of Brixton Hill was an
important place and appeared to have attracted
prehistoric activity. The hill was also used as an
alignment point for the Roman road running from
London to the South Coast; the next alignment point
being the high point of St. Leonard’s Parish Church.
The building of the Roman road established Streatham
as a place; a name given by the Saxon settlers of the
Sth century AD. At the summit of Brixton Hill in the
vicinity of the High Road and Morrish Road is the

STREATHAM
HERITAGE

TRAIL



probable location of ‘Brixistane’, the marker stone for the Saxon
meeting place of the Brixton Hundreds. Nearby at Upper Tulse Hill
existed a small Saxon settlement and along the summit of the hill is
Rush Common, a relic of medieval village activity. |

Although no early settlement appears to have developed within the
Streatham Hill Triangle, the land was used throughout the medieval
period. It was an area known for its managed and much valued
woodland, mainly coppiced. This local resource survived until the
late 16th century when it was broken up piecemeal for arable use.
The main wooded area was Bossheleswood, later called Brixton
Causeway Coppice. This covered much of the northern area of the
triangle, while the extensive Leigham Wood covered the southern
part, almost reaching the limits of Streatham Village at Woodbourne
Avenue.

It was not until the 1770s that house building began at the top of
Brixton Hill by New Park Road. Some of this early building can
still be seen today, just north of the Telegraph Public House. These
houses can be seen as the first ripples of suburban development to
reach Streatham from London, although similar was occurring along
the Clapham Road at Balham. However, it was not until the early
19th century that Streatham was to receive its first planned suburban
developments. These took place at Streatham Hill with the building
of the Paragon villas, the laying out and development of Streatham

Place and house and shop building along the northern stretch of
New Park Road. These occurred mainly during the late Regency and

early Victorian period, and received some stimulus from the
building of Cubitt’s Clapham Park to the west.

The next phase came with the building of large mansions facing the
High Road at Streatham Hill, which took place during the period
1833 to 1846. Subsequently, with improvements to transport,
Streatham Hill was seen as ‘commuter land” and developers
responded accordingly with the building of the Telford Park and the
Tierney Road Estates, both planned and executed from the 1870s.
From then on continuous house building over the next hundred
years gradually reshaped our trail area into the townscape we see
today. Of particular importance was the widening of the High Road
at Streatham Hill during the mid 1920s, an initiative undertaken by
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London County Council to improve and modernise the area. This
saw the west side of the road redeveloped with large residential
blocks, shops and places of entertainment, the latter giving
Streatham the title ‘Entertainment Centre of South London’. Much
of this can be attributed to the developer Hugh Sewell Kingdom.

Of all the areas in Streatham, the Streatham Hill Triangle offers the
most diverse architecture, ranging from late Georgian to early 21st
century, and perhaps the longest history, thereby making it an
important part of Streatham’s long and fascinating heritage.

1. STREATHAM HILL STATION. A plain looking
station entrance built as part of the West End of London
& Crystal Palace Railway and opened in 1851. The
timber constructed booking hall, which fronts the High
Road, was built in the style of a county barn and is a
rare example of this style of railway architecture.
2. STERNHOLD AVENUE, UPPER END. A major
thoroughfare finding its origin in the Victorian
development of Telford Park and named in 1877. The
Streatham Hill end of the avenue has seen many
changes with the building of the rail bridge in the 1960s
and the loss of the Windmill Garage, famous for its
coloured tiled facade, forecourt and the windmill wall
designs.
3. ARBORFIELD HOUSE. One of the large houses
that lined the mid Victorian High Road. During 1916
the house was badly damaged during a bombing raid by
Zeppelin L31 over Streatham. A 128-pound bomb hit
the house, which at the time was being used as a girls’
school. Subsequently demolished and replaced a few
years later by the present block of shops standing on the
= corner with Sternhold Avenue, a building notable for its
TT1f) turreted corner topped by a domed like feature with
STREATHAM ornate pinnacle. j
HERITAGE 4 CAESARS NIGHT CLUB Once a popular London
TRAIL dance hall known as the Locarno, now Caesars Night




Club. Architecturally a plain looking building, although its flashy
frontage surmounted by a Roman chariot enlivens the fagade.
Originally built as Lutie’s ballroom in 1926 and renamed the
Locarno in 1929. Acquired by Mecca in 1931. Built to the designs
of the architect E. J. White. Renamed the ‘Cat’s Whiskers’ in 1969,
“The Studio’ in 1984, “The Ritzy’ in 1990 and in 1995 ‘Ceasars’. A
popular London venue which saw many famous big bands and pop
groups playing there. The wartime heroine, Violette Szabo, often
danced there. A side entrance led to the Stork Club upstairs, which
opened in the late 1940s. This was a popular night club and attracted
many famous performers until closing in the late 1960s.

5. BOWLING ALLEY. Originally built as the Gaumont Palace in
1932 with a seating capacity of just over 2400. Designed by the
London firm of Nicholas and Dixon-Spain. A box like building
reflecting the fagade of nearby Streatham Hill theatre. Damaged
during the Second World War and subsequently used as a factory.
Following a partial rebuild to the designs of T. P. Bennett, the
building reopened as the Gaumont Cinema in 1955. In 1961 the
cinema closed and the building later converted into the Megabowl.
6. STREATHAM HILL
THEATRE. One of the
great theatres of South
London, attracting many
of the great names of the
English stage. Eveleyn

Laye, the famous actress,
laid the foundation stone

in 1929. Designed in a
grand manner by W. G.
R. Sprague and W. H.
Barton. loosely neo-
classical in style and S

front faced in Doulton’s Streatham Hill Theatre 1930
Carrara terracotta. Lavish interior of which much survives. Costing
over £100,000 and seating an audience of some 3000 people on
three levels. Suffered badly from being hit by a Flying Bomb in July
1944 and was closed until 1950. Survived as a theatre until 1962




when changed to a bingo hall and social club.
Streatham House, the home of John Malcott from
1838-1848, the builder of the National Gallery in
London, previously occupied the site.

7. TELFORD COURT AND TELFORD PARADE
MANSIONS. Two large Art Deco styled blocks of
flats, which dominate this section of the High Road.
Telford Court was designed by Messrs. Harringtons
and built in 193 1. This block has added interest with its
roof-top loggias. Adjoining is Telford Parade
Mansions, built in 1935 and presenting a plain frontage
broken only by the balconies. The architects were
Frank Verity, Beverley & Horner. Frank Verity and
Sam Beverley were known for their Paramount cinema
designs of the 1930s.

8. TELFORD AVENUE. The main access road into
the Telford Park Estate. Named in 1881 and taken from
Charles Telford, a City stockbroker, who married Sarah
Kymer. It was on her land that the Telford Park Estate
was built. Flanking the corner with Kirkstall Road are
two mansions with decorative relief work showing the
date 1876 and the monogram ‘SD’ for Sutton and
Dudley, the builders. ‘
9. TELFORD PARK ESTATE. One of the early
residential estates of Streatham. Developed from 1878
with the opening of Bellasis, Criffel, Kirkstall, Killieser
Roads, names taken from Sarah Kymer's family estate
in Scotland, and Thornton Avenue, named after Henry
Thornton, the Clapham philanthropist. The estate
comprises of large prestigious detached and semi-
detached houses, some of which have survived
repeated phases of modernisation and flat conversions.
= Good use of decorative brickwork and terracotta
moulding. The architect of the estate was the noted E.
STREATHAM ;" Tarver and the builders were Messers, Sutton and
HERITAGE 5
Dudley. The estate was later extended, reaching to
TRAIL Tooting Bec Common by the 1890s.




10. TELFORD AVENUE MANSIONS. Residential block built
during the mid 1930s with some Art Deco features, notably the
‘sunburst’ iron railings set above the entrances. Note also the
unusual tapered chimney. Opposite, a row of early 20th century
houses, later additions to Telford Park, and a 1970s council block
Conway House.

11. KILLIESER AVENUE. One of the principle roads of Telford
Park and the location of one of the oldest tennis clubs in the
country. The Telford Park Lawn Tennis Club was formed in 1880
and still stands on its original site. At the Sternhold Avenue end of
the road note the turreted corner houses, marking in a grand manner
one of the entry roads to the estate.

b
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12. THE PARAGON. Name given to a late Regency housing
development of villa type properties. Stretching from approximately
Telford Avenue to the Crown and Sceptre public house. By 1944
most of the properties had become derelict and were demolished for
post war house building. Three of the original nineteen stuccoed
villas have survived, standing between Telford Avenue and Tierney
Road. No. 44 Streatham Hill is an attractive neo-classical styled
villa. Slate roof, a Doric fluted columned entrance porch and gothic
style glazing bars. Much of the original interior has survived.
Similar can be said of the pair of villas nos. 40 and 42 adjoining.



13. TIERNEY AND MONTRELL ROADS. Typical
examples of mid Victorian street planning with big and
bold properties built for the comfortable middle class.
Architecturally representative of their time and dated
from the late 1870s. Note on the houses the wide use of
decorative terracotta work over the bays etc., the date
roundels, and the period mix in the architectural design
of the entrance porches.

14. CLAREMONT ESTATE. Began as a London
County Council housing development of three blocks
of flats named Staplefield. These were built during the
early years of the 1950s and reflect the austerity of the
period. The estate was later enlarged to include
Chipstead House, Coulsdon House and Tierney Terrace
from the late 1960s. 5

Crown and Sceptre ) T__" NS
1825 P e e e

15. CROWN AND SCEPTRE PUBLIC HOUSE.
Built as part of the speculative building developments
undertaken at Streatham Hill from the early 1820s. The
Crown and Sceptre Tavern was opened in 1822 with
Michael Wood being the first licensee. Aimed at being
a roadside coaching house, the tavern offered a
bowling green, tea garden, livery stables,
accommodation and a regular coach service to and

from London. The pub was enlarged with an extra
TRAIL storey during the 1870s and during the early 20th
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century modernised to give the building much of its present look.
Refurbished in 2002. One publican was Mr H. B. Hartnell, the father
of the famous dress designer Sir Norman Hartnell. Next to the
tavern during the 1820s and 30s was a leech pond kept by Henry
Potter, a local breeder who kept the London hospitals well supplied.

16. STREATHAM PLACE. The oldest surviving road name in
Streatham. Name confirmed in 1889. Opened as a thoroughfare
during the 1820s to encourage residential development and giving
access to Clapham Park. Widened in the 1960s to twice its width as
part of the South Circular road improvements. During the widening
many early Victorian buildings were demolished, including a fine
parade of shops on the south side at the junction with New Park
Road. These were replaced with Arkwright House, built ¢1962. Next
to this is the Knights’ Youth Centre, an unusual looking building
constructed using concrete slabs and featuring a barrel roof. Festival
of Britain in style and built during the late 1950s. Just beyond are
Perry and Brunel House, built by the Greater London Council about
1966. Further along behind the Crown and Sceptre is a row of late
Victorian houses, strong in style and surviving from old Streatham
Place.

17. MORRKISH
ROAD. Named Mill
Lane in 1897 and
Morrish Road in 1937.
The lane originated as
a footpath to a
windmill first
mentioned in 1813.
This was a two-storey
smock-mill with four
shuttered sails and a
wagon shaped cap and FERIRSSIECL

stood on the north side Bodium Villas, Morrish Road 2003
of the lane. During the

1820s it was run by John Cushion and later in the 1840s by John
Paddy. Sometimes called the ‘Upper Mill’ to differentiate from the
‘Lower Mill’ - the Brixton Mill at Blenheim Gardens. The mill was




shut down in 1849 and subsequently demolished. Mill
Lane also marked the parish boundary of Lambeth with
Streatham. Still to be seen is a terrace of houses named
Bodium Villas with the date of 1884. These stand in
contrast to the adjoining block of new town flats, ‘West

Side’, built 2003. ‘
18. NEW PARK COURT. Block of flats with shops.
el Built in the standard style of the time with tiled bays
=8 and large shop fronts, some still in original form. Built

in 1929. |
| 19. GALLOWS. Site approximately where the Sth
= milestone from Corn Hill stood, at no. 256, Brixton
=4 Hill. The highwayman Jack Gutteridge was hanged
4 here in chains during the 1720s, as a reminder to other
5| would be felons. His name was remembered well into
T the 19th century with the existence of ‘Gutteridge

: =4 Field’, opposite, until developed for housing.
New Park 20- COURTENEY HOUSE. A large building,
Court  inappropriate to its surrounds and built as a speculative
venture in 1964. The architects were R. Seifert &
Partners. Remained vacant for many years until the
1970s when turned into offices. Later occupied by
Lambeth Council until the late 1990s. In 2003
converted into ‘up-market’ residential apartments. The
block fronting Brixton Hill named Alexander Dumas

House.

21. TELEGRAPH PUBLIC HOUSE. Rebuilt in
1896 in the ‘pub’ style of the period with a street
facade more in keeping with a music hall. Known to
have existed in the early 1820s when James Brown was
the publican. Behind the pub in New Park Road can be
seen the pub’s dance hall. Name derived from the
semaphore signalling station that was planned to be on
Brixton Hill following the Napoleonic wars - but never
;1:;?:8: built. The system would have linked the Admiralty in
TRAIL London with the fleet at Portsmouth. Note the incorrect




pub sign showing Morse code, also the
name and date panel on north side of
building. Just beyond the pub, in front
of the older buildings, are some
Victorian gas lamp posts.

Telegraph Public House

22. TUSON'S CORNER. Named after a pawnbroker's shop.
Established in 1868 and stood on the corner of New Park Road and
Brixton Hill until the late 1970s.

23. DUMBARTON COURT. A large stylistic block of flats,
designed in the prevailing Art Deco style and built in 1939.
Containing 230 flats and built with an underground garage and air
raid shelter. The architects were Couch & Coupland.

24. NEW PARK ROAD. An ancient cross-country route leading
to the summit of Brixton Hill. In the Middle Ages it was locally
known as Balams Lane, a route leading towards the Streatham
hamlet of Balham. Later the name was changed to Bleakhall Lane,
which was renamed New Park Road in 1887. This last name
replaced a number of addresses along the lanc such as Crown Place,
Park Terrace, Telegraph Place and Good’s Cottages. Number 67 has



retained its original shod front, and
on no. 17 can be seen an oil jar
above the shop, one of two which
advertised the shop’s trade. At no.
82 from 1869-76 lived David Cox
Jnr., the famous watercolour artist.
Another noted artist} William
Bennett, lived at Bleak Hall Villa.
Both buried in Norwood Cemetery.

25. ARGYLL COURT. A block
of flats on the corner with Felsberg
Road. Of plain design and built in
the style of the 1950s. Note the
Coats of Arms and tiled name plate
at each end of the block. Built
1961/62.

26. DOVERFIELD ROAD.
Named in 1907 and one of the early
20th century residential roads built
along this side of New Park Road.

Porch of house in The first part of the road traced a
Doverfield Road. short lane called Paddy’s Lane,
named after the local miller.
27. NEW PARK PARADE. Block of/flats with
shops. Plainly designed and architecturally
uninteresting. Built in 1929/30.

28. LYHAM ROAD. This is an ancient route linking
the summit of Brixton Hill with Roman Stane Street at
Clapham. Its antiquity is shown by the use of the route
to mark the parish boundary between Clapham and
Lambeth. During the early Victorian period it was
known as Blind Lane and later as Back Lane. The part
approaching New Park Road was known as Pleasant
strReaTnam Retreat from the 1850s. Named Lyham Road in 1884
HERITAGE and replaced a number of addresses such as Bedford
TRAIL Place, Holly Cottage and Clapham Place. Road noted




for its choice of pubs and some ‘cottagey’ architecture. On the
junction with New Park Road stands the base of a water hydrant,
once a common item of street furniture.

29. ALL SAINT'S CHURCH, CLAPHAM PARK. Corner with
New Park and Lyham Roads. Not obviously a church at first sight,
even with its apology for a spire. Built in the mid 1980s to replace
a magnificent church demolished in 1982. This church, built in
Kentish ragstone in the Gothic style, was designed by T. T. Bury
and W. Hering and built by George Myers of Lambeth. Some of the
stained glass from this church was incorporated into the new
building. A ragstone entrance pillar to the old church still remains.

IRTRRCETTY F = g 3

0. THE SULTAN PUBLIC ﬂOSE. Formerly a beerhouse and
off-licence. Known in 1947 and refurbished in 1949/50 to become
the Sultan.

31. SULINA ROAD. Containing some late Regency cottages
giving the immediate area a ‘village’ quality. At the top of the road
a fine terrace of Victorian houses, dating to about the 1870s. Name
given in 1901 and replaced the name of Lynton Cottages.
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32. HAND-IN-HAND PUBLIC HOUSE. Originally

built in 1822 with Thomas Spreadbury being the first
publican. Rebuilt in 1933. Behind the pub can be seen
some old livery stables. Outside in Morrishl Road stood

the local pump.

33. PARISH BOUNDARY
PLATES AND POSTS. The
ancient parish boundary runs along
New Park Road and at a number of
places 19th century boundary markers

were put in place. By no. 31 on front
wall of house, wall plates for Lambeth

1862 and Clapham 1877; on the side
wall of no. 85, Clapham 1877 and
Streatham 1852. Post in the pavement
outside Parsons House, Clapham
1877; corner of New Park Road and
Thornton Avenue two posts, Clapham

1877 and Streatham 1852: opposite
corner with Emmanuel Road, stone in

pavement with carved ‘Clapham
1877°; and Emmanuel Road just
opposite Salford Road, Clapham post
dated 1877.

Lambeth (top)
and Clapham
(below)
Parish boundary

markers



34. RICHARD ATKINS PRIMARY
SCHOOL. An impressive building
echoing the Queen Anne style. Observe
the architectural skyline of the building,
plus the staircase towers with their
pyramidal roofs and corner turrets,
adding authority to this London School
Board building designed by T. Bailey.
Listed building. Note further the weather

vanes and date panel on front fagade.
The school originally opened as the

Brixton Hill School in 1897 and is now
Richard Atkins Primary School. Name
commemorates Sir Richard Atkins,
Member of Parliament and Lord of the
Manor of Clapham during the 17th
century.

Richard Atkins Primary School (above)
and Brixton Hill School Plaque on
building (vight).




35. KINTYRE COURT. A large three side block
enclosing a courtyard showing good use of brick in
construction. Built in 1933 as quarters for the
Metropolitan Police when known as Byng House.
Refurbished for use as council housing in 1983.

36. BLEAKHALL FARM. Was located
approximately where Kingswood and New Park Roads
meet. The farmhouse was built in 1633 on land
previously part of Stockwell Wood and leased from
Henry Atkins by James Dawbeney. During the late 18th
century occupied by John Thornton, when known as
Great Bleak Hall Farm. The lands of the farm extended
over a great area and were obtained by Thomas Cubitt
in 1825 for the laying out of the Clapham Park estate.
The remoteness of the farm on the western slope of
Brixton Hill was the origin of its name.

37. BRASHIER'S COTTAGE. This Grade II listed
building is located down an alleyway on the eastern
side of New Park Road. It probably dates from the
1820s and retains a wealth of original internal features.
Named after the Brashier (aka Brasher or Brasier)
family who are first listed in the parish registers in
1780. The adjacent South Cottage dates from 1846
with the neighbouring Wallis Cottages probably named
after James Wallis who owned a number of cottage
properties in Streatham Hill in the mid 19th century.
38. BLEAKHALL LANE. Known in 1658.
Originally Balams Lane, later renamed New Park
Road. Name kept for the stretch of road from Thornton
Avenue to the common until 1898 when renamed
Emmanuel Road.

39. CLAPHAM FPARK ESTATE. Junction with

— New Park and Atkins Roads. An estate of residential
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flats dominating the ambience of the surrounding area.
Built as part of the London County Council social
housing scheme during the 1930s. Designed by noted



architect G. Toopham Forrest in the high profile ‘LCC’ style. The
estate was built in two phases, north side of Atkins Road 1934-36
and south side 1930-32. Comprises of some twenty blocks of no
discernable style, save for some modest hints of neo-Georgian
mixed with 1930s modernism. Freeman, Lafone and Cotton House
face New Park Road.
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New Park Road Baptist

|

Church 2003

40. NEW PARK ROAD CHAPEL. One of the few buildings
dating to the early days of New Park Road. This small chapel, built
simply of plain stock brick with some stucco dressings, began as the
Salem Baptist Church. A breakaway group from the Streatham Hill
Union Church formed the Chapel, which seated 600 people, during
the late 1830s. The new chapel was opened by Reverend Knibb, an
advocate for the abolition of slavery in America. The building date
can be seen in the pediment, and the adjoining pedimented building
was erected in 1876, later becoming the Sunday School. Originally
built with a small roof tower surmounted with a cupola, since
removed.

41. BRIDLEY HOUSE AND PARSON HOUSE. Two square
blocks of flats standing in open areas. Architecturally plain and
straightforward. Built by the Greater London Council in 1966.
Replaced a row of some twenty 1830s cottage properties as part of
the regeneration of the Streatham Place area.



42. ASPINAL HOUSE. Built by the Greater London
Council in the current style of the 1960s and completed
in 1971.

43. CAMEFORD COURT. Residential block
showing prevailing Art Deco influences. With balcony
access to flats at side and rear. Built 1936.

4%4. HAYNES COURT. Architecturally similar to
Cameford Court but with greater use of rendered
surfaces for visual effect. Built in 1931 ‘

45. TENBURY COURT. Unspectacular example of
Wandsworth Borough Council architecture. Two

blocks separated by a large courtyard and dated to the
Gothic mid 1960s.

Lodge 46. LEXTON GARDENS. Built on the grounds of
No 138 Lexden House, one of the large mansions that graced
New Park the lower end of New Park Road before
Road redevelopments from the late 1920s. The road
comprises of varied architecture and built
between 1936 and 1939 by the builder N.
Bilham and Son. Nos. 17 & 19 built in
1951 on the site of the builder’s yard.

47. KIRKSTALL GARDENS. A
pocket of suburban style. Typical mid
1920s housing development centred
around a green, reputed to have been the
site of a pond in the 19th century.

48. VINCENT COURT. Private development which
replaced one of the last surviving big houses in the
road. Built in 1963 and looking typical of its time.

49. GOTHIC LODGE. Built in 1835 as one house by
the broker William Eicke, in what was then a winding
country lane. He lived in the lodge until his death in
1878. Legend has it that the composer Verdi stayed
STREATHAM here on his many visits to London. Architecturally
HERITAGE interesting with its battlemented entrance porch and
TRAIL decorated bargeboards. Listed building.




50. THORNTON AVENUE. Link road to Clapham Park and the
Telford Park estates. Name given in 1881. Part flanked with Telford
Park properties and some 20th century private housing. Continues as
Thornton Road beyond New Park Road.

51. THORNTON ROAD. One of the spacious roads of Thomas
Cubitt’s Clapham Park estate and originally graced with large
mansions, two of which have survived on the south side. The rest
were demolished between 1924 and 1930 and replaced by a mix of
suburban properties built by local builders N. Bilham and F. H.
Hooper. The road also contains some post-war council properties.

R Ve R

Emmanuel Road c1910
52. EMMANUEL ROAD. Name given in 1898 and taken from
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, which owned nearby Hyde Farm.
Note some of the front garden walls of the large houses at the
Thornton Road end. These are made of waste and vitrified brick and
tile from the kilns. Further on a small parade of Edwardian shops -
much altered.

53. TOOTING BEC COMMON. The common contains 220 acres
and came under public ownership in 1868. Previously the common
waste for the Manor of Tooting Bec and belonged to the Lord of the
Manor. Has been used by the villagers of Streatham and Tooting
Bec since Norman times.




Hyde Farm

54. HYDE FARM. In
medieval times a 60
acre field called the
Hyde and owned by
Merton Priory. In 1587
Richard Martyn gave the
field to Emmanuel
College, Cambridge.
Shortly after, the college
established a farm there,
Hyde Farm, which stood
facing the common
between Telferscot and
Radbourne Roads. Some
of the farmland was
enclosed into Tooting
Bec Common when the
farm was demolished in
1896 for the building of
the Hyde Farm estate.

55. TELFER’S COTTAGE. On Tooting Bec
Common, corner with Emmanuel and Rastell Avenue,
the old cottage, demolished c1901, gave its name to
Telferscot Road opposite. The cottage was built in
1803 and was originally called Parson’s Cottage after
the first tenant John Parsons. The building was used as
a laundry during the late 19th century, as well as being
a refreshment house for those using the common.

56. AIR RAID SHELTERS 1939-45. Built on the
common, corner with Emmanuel and Rastell Avenue.
57. BRICK WORKS. Brick making works and clay
pit was on the common by Rastell Avenue. Bricks were
manufactured here for the building of Telford Park

strReatnam ©state during the 1880s. The clay pit became a pond
HERITAGE and local people skated there when iced over. The pond
TRALIL became insanitary and was filled during 1893.



58. BARRAGE BALLOON SITE 1939-45. On the common
opposite Sternhold Avenue near to the railway bridge.

59. RASTELL AVENUE. Name given in 1877 and replaced
Rastell Road. Note the ‘seaside’ style of architecture of the larger
houses, with wooden balconies above squared bays. Elaborate use of
decorative plasterwork. Arts and Crafts inspired. Note the date 1896
and the initials ‘SL’, presumably that of the builder.

Picture of prefabs at the western end of Sternhold Avenue ¢1990

60. STERNHOLD AVENUE, LOWER END. Some of the most
interesting and decorative architecture to be seen in Streatham.
Similar to houses in Rastell Avenue. Observe the long terrace of
houses on south side with their gabled roofs and moulded heads set
in roundels. Further along are houses decorated with mythical
animals plus other decorative forms in plasterwork. Note also the
use of patterned plank work. More heads and gables. The
architecture shows a satisfying mix of Queen Anne and Gothic
styles, fashionable at the time of building, the 1890s. Similar style
houses are to be seen around the corner in Thornton Avenue.



|

61. SALFORD
ROAD. This| road and
those surrounding, such
as Tenham  Avenue,
were developed as an
extension to Telford
Park from the mid
1880s. Houses at the
south end of Salford
o ] Road look bulky and
Salford architecturally messy, although the gabled roofs offer
Road 1995 some visual relief. However, in most of the
surrounding streets the architecture is low rise and

visually friendly.

62. ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH, TELFORD
AVENUE. Church for the Telford Park Estate.
Unsophisticated red brick structure with stone
dressings. Originally a corrugated iron building erected
in 1885. The new church was built in stages from 1901
to 1927 when the church was finally completed.
Foundation stone was laid by Sir Frank Green, Lord
Mayor of London. The architects were R. J. Smith and
Spencer W. Grant. During the Second World War the
church was damaged due to bombing. Nate the new
Vicarage building next door in Salford Road, nicely
designed with interesting brick and stone work and in
keeping with its surrounds.
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This is one of a series of Heritage Trails
published by the Streatham Society. For details of
other titles in the series, or other publications
published by the Society contact:

The Streatham Society
219 Sternhold Avenue
Streatham
London SW2 4PG

Tel: 020 8674 0459

Email: admin@streathamsociety.org.uk
Web-site: www.streathamsociety.org.uk



THE- STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Its aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for alll who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the third
Monday of each month at 8pm at Woodlawns, 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is
open to all who agree with the aims of the society.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who are
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the

Streatham Society and the activities and programme of
the Local History Group contact:

Brian Bloice

220 Woodmansterne Road
Streatham SW16 SUA

Tel: 020 8764 8314

Email: brianbloice@compuserve.com
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