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STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL
STREATHAM VILLAGE

The name Streatham means the settlement on the street
- Street-Ham. This suggests the original village
comprised a few dwellings situated along the old
Roman Road which passed through the area, roughly
along the route of the present day A23 London to
Brighton Road.

Although chiefly an agricultural area, by Tudor times
Streatham had also developed an important tile and
brick making industry and a thriving community was
firmly established in the area.

Streatham’s attractive rural surroundings, together with
its close proximity to London, made it a popular place
for wealthy merchants to establish their country homes
and a number of impressive mansions were erected in
the area.

By the mid-1800s the village comprised that part of
the High Road from Streatham Green to Becmead
Avenue, with a few houses in Mitcham Lane fronting
the Green and some small cottages along the western
end of Sunnyhill Road.

With the coming of the railway in the mid-1850s
Streatham established itself as a popular residential
area for commuters and roads of large Victorian houses
were developed.

This walk, around the heart of the old village of
Streatham, includes St. Leonard’s parish church, the
village green, the old fire station, police station, post
office and the Well House in Valley Road. from which
the mineral water was obtained which attracted
thousands of visitors to the area in the 18th and 19th
centuries.
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1. ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH Roman coins have been
discovered in the graveyard .. and a chapel is detailed in the
Domesday survey of 1086. { The oldest part of the building is the
tower which dates from # the mid-14th century. The church
has been rebuilt several 4 times, the last occasion being in
1975 after a fire gutted the building. Prior to this the
church was rebuilt in 1831-2, when the present tower,
spire and main body of the church was formed as we see
them today. A plaque on the west wall of the tower
recalls when the
steeple was struck by
lightening on Sunday
3rd January 1841.
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St. Leonard's Church, Streatham, c1825
2. CHURCH OF THE ENGLISH MARTYRS Designed by A. E.
Purdie. The foundation stone was laid in 1892 and the building was
completed in 1894. The spire is the tallest in Streatham standing 136
feet 9 inches high - 9 feet taller than the spire of St. Leonard’s. The
Church was built on part of the grounds of Russell House, a large
18th century mansion that occupied an extensive plot of land on the
corner of Mitcham Lane. Note the building at the corner of Tooting
Bec Gardens which does not form part of the church but is a cleverly
disguised electricity substation.



3. MITCHAM LANE This is one of Streatham’s oldest
trackways and is reputed to have been much improved
in the 15th century by James Wilford, Master of the
Merchant Taylors” Company, whose son left a legacy in
his will to help maintain the lane in memory of his
father.

|

Streatham % SOUTH LONDON ISLAMIC CENTRE This
Fire building was formerly Streatham Fire Station which was
Brigade OPened in December 1903. Prior to the erection of the
1903 building the fire appliances were housed at 45 Mitcham
Lane. The Station was damaged by a bomb which fell
here on 17th October 1940 killing twelve firemen and
seriously injuring three others. The station closed in
May 1971 when a new fire station was opened on the
London Road at Norbury.

5. MANOR ARMS The original pub of this name
probably opened c¢.1860 and was located a little further
down the road with its entrance facing Mitcham Lane.
) The present pub was built in 1925 and occupies the site
STREATHAM f the lodge, coach house and water tower of Manor
BESITACE Park House, a large mansion that used to stand by
TRAIL Streatham Green, after which the pub takes its name.
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Streatham Green in the 1860s drawn by Holland Tringham

6. STREATHAM GREEN A row of mighty elms once fronted the
High Road here and a huge Chestnut tree stood facing Mitcham
Lane. Some of these trees were cut down in 1904, when the road
was widened, when they were discovered to be over 300 years old.
Children from the parish school used to play cricket on the green
using one of the tree trunks as a wicket. If they hit the ball into the
road it counted as six runs as it would roll down the hill and take
some stopping! On the eastern end of the Green is a large mound,
said by some to be a plague pit, but in reality is the remains of an
old World War 2 air raid shelter.

7. DYCE FOUNTAIN Designed by William Dyce (1806-64) and
erected by public subscription in 1862. Dyce was Churchwarden of
St. Leonard’s (1862-64) and designed the Chancel extension to the
church in 1863. He was one of the leading British painters of his
day and a pioneer of the pre-Raphilite movement.




His work can be seen in the Houses of
Parliament and at Osborn House
on the Isle of Wight. In addition
to his paintings, he also
designed the Victorian florin,
the modern day equivalent of
which is the 10p piece. He
came to Streatham in the late
1850s and lived and had his
studio in part of Bedford House
Williain: (See item 11), as well as living for a
Dyce time in a large house that stood at the junction of
(1806-1864) | eigham Court Road and Streatham High Road. He
died on St. Valentine’s day 1864 and is buried in St.
Leonard’s churchyard. The fountain originally stood at
The the junction of Streatham High Road and Mitcham
Broadway l-ane but when this site was redeveloped in 1933 it was
in /1884 moved to its present position on the Green.
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8. THE BROADWAY This building dates from 1884
and was designed by Frederick Wheeler and erected by
Hill Brothers. Opposite is the Triangle, also by
Wheeler, which was built in 1885. This area was badly
damaged during the Zeppelin raid on Streatham on
23rd/24th September 1916 when the blast of a bomb
— falling nearby blew out most of the windows. Some of
sTReAaTHAM the destruction caused that night can still be seen today
HERITAGE above 322 Streatham High Road where part of the
TRAIL terracotta ‘Broadway’ nameplate was damaged.




9. GLENELDON MEWS This is one of the last remaining old
cobbled streets of Streatham which has hardly changed over the past
century. It was built c1890 to provide stabling for horses and
carriages. Although the mews holds a certain antiquated charm
today, it was once considered to be a dirty and foul place and in
1902 it was described as an °... evil-smelling, narrow passage ... in
a wretched condition, and from time to time the tenants in the
houses in Bournevale Road, the back gardens of which abut on to
the mews, have raised their voices in most justifiable protest against
the farm-yard reminiscences that reached them when they left their
windows open.” By the 1920s most of the stables had been

converted to garages thus solving the problem of the equine smells
which were once such a nuisance here!

10. GLENELDON ROAD This street was laid out in 1881 on land
that formed part of the Bedford Park Estate, which was acquired by
George Pratt, owner of the Streatham department store.

No. 1 Gleneldon Road - Streatham Conservative Association.
Built in 1886 this was the office of the local newspaper, The
Streatham News, from 1914-85.



No. 3 Gleneldon Road - Edison’s phonograph was

first exhibited in Streatham in this building in

Bedford September 1893 and large crowds gathered here to pay
House 6d (2Y2p) each to see the device in action.

(right) 11. BEDFORD HOUSE Only part of two wings of
in the this once magnificent mansion survive today, hidden
mid-1800s behind the shops fronting the High Road. These are
visible from the yard at 9 Gleneldon Road. In 1782
Daniel Macnamara, agent to the Duke of Bedford, the
then Lord of the Manor of Streatham and Tooting Bec,
purchased a house standing here. He renovated the
8 property and persuaded the Duke of Bedford to buy the
house, while he retained the right to live there. It is
from this time that the building was known as Bedford
i i House and the Duke lodged there when

:% oF visiting Streatham. Macnamara and the
i "gf? > ) g% o AT A

Duke were friends of the Prince Regent, later to
become King George IV, and the Prince visited them
here on a number of occasions. The estate was acquired
by George Pratt who used the house as a furniture
depository which provided over 300,000 cubic feet of
storage space. A fire broke out in the building on
STREATHAM Sunday 2nd August 1936 and despite the endeavours of
HERITAGE e than 150 fire fighters and 26 fire engines the
TRAIL nain body of the building was completely destroyed.



12. SHRUBBERY ROAD Named after the Shrubbery (see item
31). The Road was laid out in 1862 although most of the properties
are of a much later date.

No. 61 Shrubbery Road - The old Streatham National Infant
School built in 1867 to accommodate 156 children. The school
closed in 1906.

No. 19 Shrubbery Road - The flat above the shop here was the
boyhood home of Ken Livingstone, elected the first Mayor of
London in 2000, a former MP, Lambeth Councillor and Leader of
the Greater London Council. While living here he attended St.
Leonard’s School in Mitcham Lane.

No. 4 Shrubbery Road - From 1862-95 the village Post Office
occupied this spot and a well on the pavement outside the shop
provided local residents with their drinking water.

No. 1 Shrubbery Road - Built in 1878 and used as the
Streatham Vestry Hall until 1900.

13. STREATHAM POLICE
STATION This building was
erected in 1912 and replaced the
old station which was built in
1865. Prior to that the local
police met at the village lock up,
a small brick building with an
iron studded wooden door, which
stood facing Mitcham Lane, near
Streatham Green. The section
house in Shrubbery Road was
erected in 1914 and provided
residential accommodation for
single officers at a cost of 1/-
(5p) a week. In the late 1960s the
Section House was closed and
the space converted into offices. Old Streatham Police Station
cl910




14. SUNNYHILL ROAD The first part of this road,

leading into Wellfield Road, was formerly known as

Leigham Lane or White Lion Lane, and forms part of

an ancient routeway from Streatham to the detached

part of the parish at Knight’s Hill. Sunnyhill Road as

Dowselt e see it today dates from 1867 and gets its name from

& Jenkins, jts location running across the ‘Sunny Field” or ‘Great
Sunnyhill Sunney Hill Field® - a small hill off the High Road

Road, providing an area of open ground and hence a sunny
61910 Spot
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Nos. 1-7 Sunnyhill Road - Formerly offices of
Dowsett and Jenkins, builders and undertakers. Henry
Dowsett lived at 97 Sunnyhill Road and his partner,
Arthur Jenkins, resided at No. 101. No. 7 remains in
use as an office for the firm.
No. 16 Sunnyhill Road - Former home of George
Freeman (1878-1952) of the famous cricketing family.
He and his father acted as groundsmen for the
7 Streatham Cricket Club. His brother, ‘Tich’ Freeman
streatnam (1888-1965), played for England and Kent and is the
HERITAGE only bowler to have taken more than 300 wickets in a
TRALIL season. He toured with the England side in the 1920s




playing in Australia and New Zealand. The third brother, Jack
(1883-1958), played for Essex between 1905 and 1928.

Nos. 30-32 Sunnyhill Road - Note plaque - Streatham
Cottages erected 1872.

No. 44 Sunnyhill Road - Former home of Arthur Stoner who
played cricket for Surrey in 1899-1900.

No. 48-50 Sunnyhill Road - Local legend has it that Tom
Norman who exhibited the ‘Elephant Man’, John Merrick, once
lodged in the upper rooms here.
15. REFUGE TEMPLE Built in 1896 as All Saints Church.
Services were short so the servants worshipping here would be free
to wait on their masters who attended nearby St. Leonard’s. The
church closed in 1953 after which it became the Howland Hall. It is
now used by the Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
16. LEIGHAM ARMS Established in
1860 by George Lockwood who also
owned a number of cottages in
Wellfield Road. including Wellfield
House (Nos. 33-9). Another long term
ublican here was Walter Toplis who 3
fnanaged the pub for over 20 years THE LEIGHAMARMS
until his death in 1927, during which
period the pub was nicknamed
“Toppo’s’ by the locals. An old sign
fixed to the side of the pub had the
following quotation as a reminder of
the areas links with Dr. Samual
Johnson, who use to stay at Streatham
Park as guest of Henry Thrale - “There
is nothing which has yet been
contrived by man by which so much
happiness is provided as by a good
tavern or inn. Samuel Johnson 21 Dr./ohnson'squoation.

March 1776°. Leigham Arms, c1975
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17. WELLFIELD ROAD Prior to 1884 Wellfield

Road was known as Wells Lane or Mineral Lane, so

called because it was the way from the village of

Streatham to the mineral wells in Valley Road. It

follows the contour of ‘Sunny Hill’ and thus presents a

less steep climb to Valley Road than that offered by

Sir Arthur Sunnyhill Road, which was laid out at a much later

Blackwood date. Some of the houses erected here were built by the

Rector of Streatham. Canon Nicholl. It is

said that the hearth stones in the kitchens

of these houses are old gravestones

from the church yard which were

removed when the church was

extended in 1863. This was not

discovered until many years later

when one of the old flagstones was

lifted up to show the inscription

‘Here lies the body of ...”, although

of course no one was buried
underneath!

18. BLACKWOOD HALL Built
in 1867 by Sir Arthur Blackwood
who lived at Wood Lodge in Tooting
Bec Gardens. A devoutly Christian man,
he became concerned about the well being

of the large number of navvies constructing the
railway in the area. He purchased a plot of land near
the railway works and erected a tarred wooden building
there which became known as the Black Chapel. This
old wooden hut was eventually replaced by the
Blackwood Hall which was opened on 6th October
1867. Sir Arthur founded the Trinity Presbyterian
STREATHAM Church in Pendennis Road in 1874 and the hall was
HERITAGE }5nded over to them for use as a Mission Hall. Sir
TRAIL Arthur had a distinguished parliamentary career and
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Blackwood Hall, Wellfield Road, 2003

was appointed Postmaster General in 1880. He was knighted in
1887 in Queen Victoria’s Jubilee honours. He died on 2nd October
1893. After his death, the hall was named the Blackwood Hall in his
memory. From 1995-2002 the building was occupied by the Bright
Sparks Theatre School and is now used by the Streatham Youth

Centre.

19. 54 WELLFIELD ROAD The
comedian Tommy Trinder was born here
on 24th March 1909. He made his first
appearance on the stage at the age of 12
and went on to become one of the greatest
comic stars in British variety, appearing at
the London Palladium for a record run of 2
years and 4 months. He was a particular
favourite with the Queen Mother and
participated in 13 Royal Variety Shows, as
well as giving private shows for the Royal
family at Buckingham Palace, Windsor
Castle and Balmoral. He died on July 10th
1989 aged 80. Note Streatham Society
plaque unveiled in June 1990 by another
famous local comedian, Roy Hudd.

Tommy Trinder
(1909-1990) Born at
54 Wellfield Road



20. ST. PAUL’S CHAPEL
MISSION CHURCH & ST.
PETER’'S HALL Originally
established by St. Peter’s
Church in Leigham Court
Road as a mission chapel and
church hall to serve the
residents of Wellfield and
Sunnyhill Roads. In 1937 the
. = local community organised a
St. Paul's street party to commemorate the coronation of King

Chapel George VI, and when it rained the event was

Mission transferred to the hall, where the children were visited
Church & by the vicar of St. Peter’s and Billy Cotton, the famous
St. Peter's band leader of ‘wakey, wakey” fame. The building has

Hall now been converted for residential use.

21. STREATHAM MINERAL WELLS In 1659 a
mineral spring was discovered by farm labourers
ploughing a field in the area of the Rookery gardens at
the top of Streatham Common. This site was
subsequently developed as Streatham Spa, or Mineral
Wells, and thousands of people flocked there to take
the waters and benefit from the healing and purgative
qualities which they contained. By 1792 the wells at
Streatham Common had become contaminated and the
business was transferred to the new well in Valley
Road. The Well House here dates from 1783 and was
built by John Morgan. A room was added on the
northern side of the house to accommodate the pump
from which the water was drawn. The house later
became part of Curtis Dairies who used to deliver the

) water to local residents with their milk. The well was
STREATHAM damaged in the Second World War and was forced to
HEEITAGE 550, The building has been renovated and now forms
TRAIL part of a sheltered housing development.
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The Well House at Valley Road Mineral Wells in 1831

22. SUNNYHILL ROAD SCHOOL Built in 1900 at a cost
£26.000 the school was designed to accommodate 808 pupils. The
initials of the London School Board can be seen in various motifs
on the walls together with the date of the building. The school was
hit by a V1 rocket in 1944; fortunately it was empty at the time and
no one was seriously injured. Two days after VE Day in 1945, King
George IV. Queen Elizabeth and Princess Elizabeth and Princess
Margaret visited the school to inspect civil defence workers as part
of their tour through some of the worst bombed areas of London.
Among the former pupils of the school is the actor Hywel Bennett.
23. 122 SUNNYHILL ROAD In an old house which used to
occupy this site Herbert Large founded the Streatham Grammar

School in 1880. The school was a great success and moved to larger
premises in Mitcham Lane in 1891 and St. Leonard’s School now

occupies the site of the old Grammar School building.

24. 99 SUNNYHILL ROAD Former home of Horatio Phillips,
aviation pioneer, famous for his ‘venetian blinds® style aeroplane
designs which had up to 20 wings mounted one above each other.

25. 108 SUNNYHILL ROAD Former home of Thomas
Tomlinson who operated as the British agent for Christiaan Kieft,
Dutch bulb merchants. In the 1950s he was distributing 20 million
bulbs a year throughout the UK, many of the rarest of which were
despatched from here.




26. THE WHITE LION In
1547 reference is made to a
‘tenement now called the
Lyon with orkhard and
garden’ as occupying this
site. The old inn was rebuilt
in 1812 by Joseph Southern
who was a long term
licensee here. [n 1813 a
school for boys was
established in a small
building at the rear of the
pub where it remained until
a new school building was
erected in Mitcham Lane in
1837. In the 1880s,
Purchase and Perham took
___| over the license of the pub
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and it was during their period of ownership that the old
building was demolished and the much grander pub we
see today was built in 1895. The pub changed its name
to the Hobgoblin in June 1997 but reverted back to the
White Lion in 2001. However. the former name can
still be seen on the signboard at the very top of the
building.

27. PRENTIS ROAD This road was developed in
1903 as part of the Mortimer Estate. It was laid out by
the architect I’Anson. It is named after the maiden
name of Beriah Drew’s wife, Elizabeth Prentis, who
died in 1892. Beriah Drew was Lord of the Manor of
Leigham and his vast land holdings in Streatham were

— eventually divided between his two daughters, Maria

Mortimer inheriting the land to the west of Streatham
High Road, and Jane Fisher receiving the land on the
east side of the road. \



28. SOUTH LONDON LIBERAL JEWISH SYNAGOGUE
Built in 1908 by Lady Tate for use as a School Hall by the
Streatham High School for Girls which was based at the Shrubbery
(see item 31). The building was designed by Sydney J. Smith, who
also designed the Streatham Library and the Tate Gallery in London.
When the school closed in 1935 the building was used as a
community hall until 1938 when it was converted into the South
London Liberal Synagogue and renamed the Lily Montague Hall.

Royal Coat of Arms, Royal Mail Sorting Olffice, Prentis Road.

29. ROYAL MAIL SORTING OFFICE Built in 1905 when the
sorting office moved here from their old premises in Shrubbery
Road. The building has been enlarged over the years and is now the
central sorting office for the SW16 postal district. Note the royal
coat of arms in the gable of the building.

30. STREATHAM GLEBE Glebe land was set aside for the
upkeep and maintenance of the parish priest. In 1769 the Rector of
Streatham built a large house called the Shrubbery on part of the
glebe (see item 31). By the mid 1800s the glebe had shrunk to



around 1% acres and had been absorbed into the
garden of the Rectory, which used to occupy the site
where St. Leonard’s Church Hall now stands. In 1977
sheltered housing was built on part of the Glebe. This
estate was designed by Stillman and FEastwick-Field
and has won numerous awards, including
commendations in the Housing Design Awards, The
Civic Trust Awards and from the Royal Institute of
British Architects.

The
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31. CENTRAL PARADE stands on the site of the
Tile House which was the centre of Streatham’s tile
making industry which flourished here in Tudor times.
In 1538 it supplied 50,000 tiles for the building of
Nonsuch Palace. In 1769 the Rev James Tattersall,
Rector of Streatham, built a large house on this site
called The Shrubbery. In 1894 the house became the
Streatham High School for Girls later known as the
Streatham College for Girls, nicknamed by local
children “The Snobbery’. The school closed in 1935
and the house was demolished and shops and flats
were erected on the site.
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This is one of a series of Heritage Trails
published by the Streatham Society. For details of
other titles in the series. or other publications
published by the Society contact:

The Streatham Society
Website: streathamsociety.org.uk

Email: streathamsociety@gmail.com



THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Its aim is to
maintain and improve the quality of life for all who live
and work in Streatham. It publishes a quarterly newsletter
and holds regular meetings on the first and third Mondays
of the month at 8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court
Road, Streatham, SW16.

Membership is open to all who agree with the aims of the
society.
For further information concerning the Streatham Society
and its activities and programme of talks and walks
contact:

The Streatham Society
Website: https:/www.streathamsociety.org uk
Email: streathamsociety(@gmail com

Facebook:
https:/www.facebook.com/groups/546435545867439/
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