Oftreatham
SAeritage Ofrail

oftreatham
Highways & Byways






STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL

STREATHAM'S
HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS

by

Graham Gower

The Streatham Society



First published in 2012 for

The Streatham Society
220 Woodmansterne Road
Streatham ’
London SW16 SUA ‘
by
Local History Publications ‘
316 Green Lane
Streatham
London SW16 3AS

Copyright © Text & Map: Graham Gower 2012
Copyright © Illustrations: The Streatham Society and Local History Publications 2012
Copyright © Layout: Local History Publications 2012 [

|
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the prior permission of the publisher and the copyright

holders.
\

ISBN 978 1 873520 89 5 I‘

Cover Picture
Hopton Road in the early 1900s



STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL

STREATHAM'S
HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS

On this heritage walk, we shall be passing through an
area which saw some of the first suburban
developments to occur in Streatham. This event was to
change what had been a rural environment, geared to
agricultural activity, into a bustling and expanding
south London suburb. All this took place during the
second half of the 19th century, when many of the
large gentrified houses and their estates were swept
aside for new roads and house building. As each estate
was developed, so different architectural styles
appeared, giving a Streatham a rich and varied
architectural heritage.

As we walk around the back of Streatham, that is, the
area between Valley Road and the High Road, we shall
see many styles of Victorian architecture, some grand,
others not. We shall also be passing through the land
that was once owned by the Duke of Bedford, the lands
of the old manor house, once known as Streatham
House Farm and later as Coventry Park. From this
country estate developed the Coventry Park Estate,
which was completed by the 1890s. As we pass
through this estate, we shall see its varied architecture.

We shall pass on the walk some early housing
developments in Streatham, small cottage like houses
built along Wellfield and Sunnyhill Roads, houses
which impart to this area a particular appeal. These
small, plain, but interesting houses were built following
the late Regency developments at Streatham Hill,
notably at Streatham Place, and also pre-date the
planned suburban development of Streatham. This
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began from around the 1870s, part stimulated by the coming of the
railway and from the ribbon developments appearing along the main
road, the A23, from London to the south.

We shall also be seeing the results of the bombing raids over
Streatham during the Second World War (1939-1945), which saw
much destruction to the area we will be passing through. Some of
the destruction was due to enemy bombing raids agaidst railway
targets, resulting in damage to properties near and close to the
Streatham Tulse-Hill railway line. The bombers on their raids also
targeted factories like the United Diaries complex in Valley Road,
resulting in collateral damage. However, the most destruction
bombardment came from the Flying Bombs - V1s, popularly called
‘Doodlebugs’, pilotless aircraft which fell from the sky to wreak
severe damage, and a high mortality rate on local people, from June
to August 1944. Streatham received forty-one of these bombs during
this time, with a number hitting the area we shall be walking
through. The first Flying Bomb to blast Streatham was in June,
causing substantial damage close to Streatham station, where we
start the walk. .

Also, we shall pass by a number of post 1945 housing
developments, built on cleared bombing sites, resulting from these
air raids over Streatham, plus a number of contemporary buildings,
contrasting with the original architecture of this area and giving
architectural variety to this part of Streatham.

With much of the natural topography obscured by the modern
townscape, the hilly nature of this part of Streatham is not always
recognised. As we walk this area, we progress over the lower slopes
of the Norwood Heights, which, in a series of rising undulation,
culminates in the Crystal Palace Ridge, the highest point in South
London. As we enter Gleneldon Road from Madeira| Road, the
rising ground will be met as we go up hill to Valley Road and, as
we move along the road, we can see the ground rising steeply on
our right towards Leigham Court Road. As we pass Wellfield Road
to our left, we see a glimpse of the natural topography prior to
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suburban development, as the road drops down as it follows the
contours of the land. This ancient route traverses the edge of a hill,
obscured at first sight by housing, before dipping down on the other
side, and to ascend steeply as Sunnyhill Road meets, with Streatham

High Road.
A companion to this Heritage Trail is Streatham Heights, Footpaths

and Woods, which further explores this area, and which can be used
in conjunction with this trail.

s Y T e

Aerial view of the Coventry Park Estate
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Streatham Station

1. STREATHAM STATION We begin our walk at Streatham
Station, built in 1991, and a poor replacement to the one built by the
London, Brighton and South Coast Railway in 1898. The station
opened in 1868 and the original entrance was in Station Approach.
In front of us is the High Road, the A23. This is a road of Roman
origin and constructed, during the late first century AD, as a route
from Roman London to the south coast at Portslade, Sussex. To the
left of us we can see the ‘Dip’, a local name for the descent of the
High Road towards Streatham Station. On approach to the station,
the roadway has been raised to make a bridge over the railway line,
regaining its original level on the approach to Albert Carr Gardens
at Hopton Road. From the station, we cross the High Road to the
steps opposite, which take us down into Russell’s Footpath, named
as such in 1936. The original approach, with its decorative iron
railings, was removed some years ago and access to the path is now
hidden from view by a low, nondescript concrete wall. Entry is now
made from the side. On reaching the footpath, which originated as a
way through the fields to Streatham Common, we follow a short
spur to our right which leads into Hopton Road, originally created
as a short cut to the station.



2. CENTURY HOUSE.
HOPTON ROAD Turning to
our right, we walk up Hopton
Road, named as such in 1887,
and pass a short stretch of road
leading to the High Road. On
the corner, we see the looming
structure of Century House,
once the headﬁuarters
' “2% showroom and manufacturing
Century base of James Walker, jewellers and silversmiths. The
House byilding is typically Art Deco in style and dated to
1938. As a design feature, note the use of ble‘wk granite
panels at ground floor level. Following closure of the
company in 1984, the building was converted into flats.
On the opposite side, we see some of the larger
residential properties which typify of the architectural
style to be seen in the surrounding roads. Note the
decorative bargeboards on some of the detached
houses.

3. ALBERT CARR GARDENS We now approach
Polworth Road, named in 1887, and view a cluster of
modern housing developments, much the results of
bomb damage during World War II and dating from the
1950s and later. The main development, which is
straight ahead of us, is Albert Carr Gardens, a bold
looking red brick housing estate, built during the early
1950s by Wandsworth Borough Council. This
particular area has a rich history reaching to the early
Middle Ages and marks the site of the |Streatham
Manor House. During the 16th century, the house was
=) visited by Queen Elizabeth I and, during the following
STREATHAM century, became the property of the Dukes of Bedford.
HERITAGE During the early 19th century, the great house was
TRAIL demolished and replaced by the sedate Coventry Hall.




Coventry Hall

This elegant villa, built by Lord Deerhurst, later the Earl of
Coventry, was to lend its name to the residential estate through
which we shall be walking - Coventry Park. The infamous James
William Hobbs, of the Liberator Building Society Scandal and twice
mayor of Croydon in 1887 and 1888, built the estate during the late
1870s and early 1880s.

4. POLWORTH ROAD Taking the bend into Polworth Road, we
see to our left some typical 1960s houses, which replaced a cluster
of prefabricated houses (prefabs), built after the war, under the 1944
Housing (Temporary Accommodation) Act. Note the various
building styles seen, particularly the long block on our right of
modern sheltered housing, which, like a number of buildings in this
vicinity, perpetuate the name Coventry Hall. This block replaced
most of St. Andrew’s School, built in 1896. The remaining part of
the school will be passed on our right. Opposite stands the Kingdom
Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, which replaced the Drill Hall and HQ
of the Streatham Sea Cadets and was known as ‘T. S. Onslaught’.
Crossing Rutford Road, dated to 1881 and originally named Rutford
Street in 1877, we come to the Round House, a building of
architectural and visual interest and part of the Whittington Day
Care and Health Centre. Built during the mid-1980s by Edward



Cullinan, the architects. Opposite are the Thrale
Almshouses, set charmingly behind a screen iOf shrubs
and bushes and fronted by lawn. Note the cottagey
style of the building and the decorative front railings.
Built in 1930 to the design by Cecil M Quilter and
enlarged in 1939 with additional accommodation.

Thrale There are nine one bedroom houses for single women.
Almshouses The Almshouses originally stood in Streatham High
inPolworth Road, next to the Police Station, and were erected by

Road Hester Thrale in 1832. ‘

fin

5. FARNHAM ROAD We now approach Farnham
Road, called Farnham Street until 1894, and the
beginning of this part of the Coventry Park Estate. To
the left, are some large properties dating to c¢1890 with
interesting design features. A short distance down the
road, on the right, is Farnham Hall, built in 1887. This
was originally an artist studio and, in 1915, was
converted into a community hall. Note the decorative

brickwork and timberwork. At one time,‘ a popular

sTREATHAM community hall and now converted to housing. To one
HERITAGE side is a converted coach house. Turning back to
TRAIL Polworth Road, on the corner stands a building in the

Sapiete - orematney



modern style which sits comfortably with its surrounds. Moving on,
we meet with some large detached properties which are a feature of
this part of the road and are among the finest houses to be seen on
the estate. Many interesting and fine front gardens to be enjoyed.
Observe the architectural detail and decoration seen on many of the
properties. At the end of the road, we reach Hopton Road, named in
1877. In the immediate area we see some further post-war
reconstruction, three blocks of housing dating to the 1960s, resulting
from damage caused by a flying bomb incident (V1 rocket) in July
1944, which demolished six houses and badly damaged thirty more.
No deaths occurred. Prior to rebuilding, rows of prefabs stood here.
Turning right into the road we cannot miss, as we walk towards the
common, the red letter box set into the brick wall on our left. This
is the only wall letter box in
Streatham and carries the royal
monogram ‘VR’, which further }
enhances its rarity. The short
section of old wall, containing
the letterbox, was once part of
the wall which enclosed
Immanuel Church Parsonage, 8
built c1860, later to become St.
Helen’s School for Girls in 1928. 3
This was demolished around [
1962 and replaced by Javelin |
Court, which we shall pass | &
shortly. To the right is a standard, 3
yet pleasing, 1930°s infill [&
property which retains many
original features. Next door
stands one of the larger 19th
century houses built facing
Streatham Common. As can be | R e s
seen, the building has been much  Victorian wall letter box
altered. in Hopton Road
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6. STREATHAM COMMON NORTH We now enter
Streatham Common North. An ancient thoroughfare
known in 1675 as a way ‘to Dullige’. Leaving the view
of the common, a relict of the feudal system, we turn
left into Valley Road, which acquired its name in 1867
in anticipation of house building. This did not occur to
any extent until later, with the road finally developing
as a route from the common to Leigham Court Road.
The initial stretch, along which we shall be walking,
was known for a time as Clay Pitt Lane and was
entered from Streatham Common through Clay Pitt
Gate. These names recall 18th century clay pitts which
lay to our left. To our right we approach Hill House
Road, which is part of the Hill House Estate. The
houses, which cling tightly to the sloping ground, were
built to the designs of William Newton Dunn during
the early 20th century, with some additional house
building taking place during the 1920s and 1930s. On
our left, we pass some modern housing, part of the post
war development seen previously in Hopton Road. To
our right, we see the entrance to Hill Path, a steep
footpath, brooding with overhanging tree:s and high
fences, and which was, until the 1980s, unmade and



gravelled, with an occasional stream gushing from the spring line
down to the pavement of Valley Road. The path is not an ancient
one, and seems to find its origins during the early 18th century.

Moving on, we have Beechcroft Close to our left, a recent build.
Opposite is a stretch of 1920s houses, behind which the greenery
signals a woodland prospect. This woodland is one of Streatham’s
environmental assets and has been given a Grade II designation.

Before entermg into
8l Oakdale Road just
ahead of us, we pass
the entrances to
Russell’s Footpath,
| seen on each side
of the road - and
easily missed, being
sandwiched between the garden fences. This is an ancient footpath,
running between the medieval fields of Streatham, and may have an
origin reaching to Saxon times and possibly beyond. Note the two
large houses on the right, one retaining much of its originality and
dating to the early 1880s and part of the Coventry Park Estate.

Entranceto Russell's footpath in Valley Road

7. OAKDALE ROAD We turn into Oakdale Road, developed
from 1881 as one of the prestigious roads on the estate.
Unfortunately, much of the road’s original character has gone due to
wartime bomb damage. Note the two splendid properties on the
right with their decorative features. On our left, are further blocks of
post war housing built during the 1950s, along with similar blocks
seen to our right by Grasmere Road. This area suffered severe
damage during the blitz of 1941, and from two Flying Bombs which



fell in July 1944, killing some eleven people. By the
late 1940s, the bombsites, which had marked the two
roads, had been cleared and prefabricated housing
appeared.

While progressing
down Oakdale Road
|| note the architecture on
the left side of the road.
Here the houses have
retained much of their
original design. On our
right, we reach the
housing blocks of St
Anselm’s Court, built
¢ during the 1950s. The
; 2 i T site was previously
Ornate occupied by Saint Anselm’s Church, built in 1882 and
wooden established as a chapel of ease to the parish church of
porch at gaint Ieonard. During the Second World War, the
m;’”o'?w%rltlzz building suffered severe damage from bombing,
Road notably when hit by a land mine, and necessitating
demolition in 1944. On passing the triangular green
seen on the corner with Madeira Road, note the mound.
This is the landscaped remains of a World War II

public air raid shelter - one of several remaining.

8. MADEIRA ROAD We now turn into Madeira
Road, which gently curves away on our leﬁ towards
Hopton and Rutford Roads. We aim for Gleneldon
Road on our right. Madeira Road, named in 1881,
contains the standard style of architecture seen over
much of the Coventry Park Estate. Many of the semi-
STREATHAM detached properties still retain original features, for
HERITAGE eyample, decorative iron porches and bargeboards.
TRAIL Towards the end of the road on the left, we pass some




1960s housing which replaced a group of prefabs built on a
bombsite. Note some of the larger detached properties on the right.

At the junction with Gleneldon Road (1881) we turn right to ascend
gently to Valley Road. To our left, we see the road bridge built over
the railway line, constructed in 1868 for the London, Brighton and
South Coast Railway Company. The road bridge leads to the

Bedford Estate, developed from the late 1870s and centred on
Bournevale and Ashlake Roads.

No. 98 Gleneldon Road

As we walk up Gleneldon Road, we meet with similar architectural
styles seen in Madeira Road, on the left side. Note again the
porches, the small decorative bargeboards and brickwork. On the
right towards the top of the road stand some large detached houses.
Plenty of architectural detail to be seen here on these properties,
especially the decorative tile and wood work. Note the new
development on the corner with Valley Road - sympathetic in style
with these properties.



9. VALLEY ROAD We now enter Valley Road and
turn to our left. Opposite are typical 1930s styled
houses, identifiable by their bow bay windows, porches
and roof design. Next, we come to Wellfield Road.

Wellfield View the dip of the road with its cottagey-type
Road properties seen on each side. This was one of the early

roads of Streatham and was, until 1884, generally
known as Leigham Lane. This old lane, which skirted
the high ground of Sonney-hill, was the route the
medieval villager took to the detached part of
Streatham parish, lying at Knight’s Hill, Norwood. In
later times, the road was called Wells Lane, Lions Lane
(after the White Lion public house) and Mineral Lane.
It was also the road to Leigham Common from
Streatham village, and later the way to the Well House,
one of Streatham’s mineral wells. Opposite is Wellfield
Walk, named as such in 1936. This path leads to
Springfield Road and the attractive Streatham Garden
stReatnam Village. The rising ground seen to our right was
HERITAGE originally Leigham Common, an open space of waste
TRAIL land used by the villagers of Streatham. This lost




common of wood and bushes stretched from approximately Hill
House Road to Leigham Court Road, and hugged the steeply sloping
ground. This little known local common was notorious for its clayey
and wet terrain and was dug for clay for local tile making. The
common was enclosed for pasture land during 1811 and 1816.

We continue towards Sunnyhill Road, passing the shop and cluster
of modern buildings on our right, and Well Close, originally the
approach to Streatham Spa. Set back in the close is the famous Well
House, a restored Grade II listed building, which is now part of Spa
Court, built as sheltered housing.

The old Well House in Spa Court off Valley Road.

On the same side, further along, we see the remaining buildings of
Curtis Brothers Dairy, with their mock Tudor styling. Built during
the mid 1920s and developed into a Model Dairy and becoming
widely known for their modern facilities, particularly the bottling
plant. The dairy, once part of Dairy Crest, is now closed. As we
pass between Wellfield and Sunnyhill Roads, we see some ordinary
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1960s properties, which sadly replaced sojme quaint
old cottages. One remains and reminds us of the time
when much of this area was still open countryside. On
our right is the new Health Centre, built on part of the
demolished Model Dairy in 1996. '

10. SUNNYHILL ROAD We now enter Sunnyhill
Road. A long road which stretches uphill, ﬂeriving its
name from the great Sonnehelde (Sonney-hill), one of
those large medieval open fields in which the villagers
of Streatham toiled. The road is one of the first
planned roads of Streatham and dates to the mid
1860s. On the corner, we see the attractive outline of
Sunnyhill School, built in a friendly style for a
London School Board building - the architect being
T.J. Bailey; a Grade II listed building. Opened to local
children in 1900. Note the architecture of the school,
particularly the use of tall windows which give
maximum light to classrooms, the chimney stacks, the
brick housing for the school bell and the stylish spire.
At the end of the school playground is the school
laundry building with the terracotta date plaque AD
1900. Opposite the school, we see a mix of small
Victorian properties, some stuccoed, dating to c1870s.
Note the architectural detail of these properties. To
our right, we pass Harborough Road, a typical
Edwardian street development and dating to 1906.



During June 1944, a Flying Bomb destroyed properties in this road,
just behind the playing field, once an allotment, of the school.
Moving up Sunnyhill Road, we see on the same side a parade of
shops, some with their original shop front designs, and beyond, a
row of straightforward looking properties, notable for their long
balconies with decorative iron railings. On the left, a variety of late
Victorian houses, which continues on both sides of the road until we
reach the summit. Note on approaching the summit, the cottage
looking house with a decorative slate tiles roof, dating to ¢1870 and
in contrast the ¢1970s property adjoining. From the summit, take the
opportunity to turn and look back along Sunnyhill Road and the
view in the distance; Unigate Wood, indicated by the green canopy
of trees. In the opposite direction we have the dip down towards
Wellfield Road and beyond can be seen the facade of the White
Lyon public house in the High Road.

11. ANGLES ROAD We now turn into Angles Road, named after
Jane Angles Fisher, daughter of Beriah Drew a local landowner, and
named in 1867. Previously known as Angleside Villas and Angles
Terrace. This short stretch of the road has some modern
developments on the right side. To the left are two houses with
decorative entrances. We continue along Angles Road as it turns
sharply left. On the right is Leithcote Gardens, part of the Utting
estate built during the early years of 1920s, and on part of Streatham
Cricket Club grounds. We turn left and proceed down the gentle
slope of Angles Road, passing a variety of late Victorian domestic



architecture, which gives this road some chg'lracter. On
the corner with Farm Avenue, we see some post war
housing, built c1958 on cleared bomb sites. The
Avenue acquired its name in 1884, being previously
part of Angles Road.

Crossing over we enter Pinfold Road, named in 1890.
The name is taken from the Pinfold (Pound), which in
Medieval England was an area where stray animals
were impounded by the Lord of the Manor and
released on the payment of a fine by the owner. The
road was built across Pinfold Close, the field in which
the Pinfold stood. The houses seen here are large, late
19th century builds, with little architectural detail save
for the decorative tile work seen above the first floor.
However, towards the High Road end, a few houses
display additional architectural decoration. As we
reach the main road we see, on our right, Tudor Hall,
a late Victorian building which has been used for
various community purposes over the years. At
onetime occupied by Streatham School for Boys.
Opposite we have a straightforward piece of 1930s
architecture, a style seen in many contemporary high
streets elsewhere. Dated to 1934, note the brise-soleil
running above, the first floor windows over the High
Road. Also observe the side entrance to the flats
above with its period styled canopy. The first floor
was, until the 1950s, occupied by the fashionable
Zeeta restaurant — a popular venue in Streatham. We
are now at the end this walk, viewing the Tate Library
on our right. This fine, authoritive building,
dominating the corner, is built in Portland stone,
designed by Sidney Smith, and presented to the

STREATHAM people of Streatham by the sugar magnate Sir Henry
HERITAGE Tate in 1890. Note the profusion of architectural

TRAIL decoration and style.
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This is one of a series of Heritage Trails
published by the Streatham Society. For details of
other titles in the series, or other publications
published by the Society contact:

The Streatham Society
220 Woodmansterne Road
Streatham
London SW16 SUA

Tel: 020 8674 0459

Email: info@streathamsociety.org.uk
Web-site: streathamsociety.org.uk



THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Its aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for all who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a quarterly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the third
Monday of each month at 8pm at Woodlawns, 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is
open to all who agree with the aims of the society.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who are
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the
Streatham Society and the activities and programme of
the Local History Group contact:

Brian Bloice
220 Woodmansterne Road

Streatham SW16 SUA
Tel: 020 8764 8314

Email: brianbloice@btinternet.com

ISBN 978 1 873520 89 5



