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STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL

TOOTING BEC
A STREATHAM VILLAGE

Historically, Tooting Bec was the principal village of
Streatham parish. The parish, which also contained the
villages of Leigham, Streatham, South Streatham and
the hamlet of Balham, contained some 2,800 acres
(1,142 hectares), and stretched from Plough Lane,
Wimbledon, to Balham Hill and from Brixton Hill to
Green Lane, Norbury. Tooting Bec occupied the tail of
the parish, which extended to the flood plain of the
River Wandle, and perhaps in earlier times to the very
banks of the river.

History has seen the development of two places with
the name Tooting, both sharing common boundaries.
This stems from the period of Saxon settlement which
followed the demise of Roman Britain during the 4th
and 5th centuries AD. This saw the followers of Saxon,
called Tot, or Tota, settle close to the Roman road
Stane Street, now the A24. By the time the Domesday
Survey was compiled in 1086, we find a number of

settlements carrying the name Tooting spread across
thc arca. By the carly Middle Ages, these settlements

had coalesced into two distinctive places: Tooting
Graveney and Tooting Bec, which by modem times
had become known as Lower Tooting and Upper
Tooting.

Although these two places have existed side by side for
centuries, they have nevertheless developed their own

histories and identities. With Tooting Bec, it has been sTREATHAM
the involvement with Streatham parish, which has done HERITAGE
much to shape her history, while Tooting Graveney TR AIL



developed as a small agricultural parish centred on the parish church
of St. Nicholas, noted for its Saxon foundation, and owned by
Chertsey Abbey at the time of the Domesday Survey.

It was through another abbey that one of the Tooting estates acquired
the name Bec. This came from the great Benedictine Abbey of Bec-
Hellouin in Normandy, France, when, following the Norman
Conquest, Richard of Tonbridge gave one of the Tooting estates to
the abbey. Subsequently a group of monks from Bec came to
Tooting to administer their new estate and the adjoining estate of
Streatham, which they had also acquired. Their place of settlement
was on the edge of what became the village of Bec. Here the manor
house was established for the newly-created manor of Tooting Bec
and Streatham.

By this time, the village had become part of Streatham parish and,
although Tooting Bec was the largest of the parish villages,
Streatham was the parish name, as the name Tooting had already
been taken by the adjoining settlement, which became known as
Tooting Graveney parish. Until the mid-19th century, St. Leonard’s
Streatham was the parish church for the people of Bec village, who
would have travelled to the church for their rights of passage. and
the place where many tombstones stand to remind us of those from
Tooting Bec village.

The location of the manor house at Tooting Bec gave importance to
this part of the parish throughout the Middle Ages. The population
and wealth was higher here than elsewhere in the parish, which was
much encouraged by the quality soils found locally. However, the
advent of the Reformation during the 1530s brought changes in land
ownership and use to this part of the parish. Now in secular hands,
the old monastic estate of Tooting Bec was broken up and, by the
late 16th century, the estate had been reduced in size. During these
changing times, the manor house moved to a new location as the
Lords of the Manor changed. For a time the manor house was
located at Broadwaters, an old medieval property, later rebuilt during
the 18th century to become Knapdale in Tooting Bec Road.



By the 1600s the wealthy Howland family, who decided to make their
home in Streatham, acquired the manor of Tooting Bec, which still
included the Streatham estate. At Streatham Common, they established
the Howland manor house which became the centre of manorial
affairs. This saw the decline of Tooting Bec as a village of importance
within the parish, as social and economic patterns changed. The big
change came when the Dukes of Bedford acquired the manor through a
Howland marriage in 1695. This brought about the reduction of the
manor as parts were sold, heralding the eventual demise of the ancient
manor of Tooting Bec by late Victorian times.

Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, the village remained much
as it had been in previous centuries, with the main focus of
development being on both sides of the highway from Trinity Road
to about Beechcroft Road. Set back from the road were a number of
large country houses such as Lynwood, The Cedars, Park Holm and
the Manor House, each set within landscaped grounds. Between
these grand properties stood the mix of cottages and houses which
made up the village.

A few of these pre-suburban
buildings have survived, for
example Nos. 71 to 75; Upper
Tooting Road, a terrace
property of mid-19th century
build. Another example is
further along Upper Tooting
Road at Nos. 122 and 124. This
plain square building is dated L S =

to 1822, as seen from the date 68-72 Upper Tooting Road
stone on the front wall, which also carries the initials S.H.E (for Henry
Smith), thus making it the oldest dated building in Streatham parish.
However, the carliest buildings to be seen are those at Nos. 68 to 72,
Upper Tooting Road. These date to the late 17th century and reflect in
their plan the burgage plots of the medieval period. Adjoining these is
a modermn block dating to 2001, where archaeologists found evidence
of occupation dating to the 12th century.
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This semi-rural prospect prevailed well into the 1890s and differed
from that of Lower Tooting, which by this time had seen a degree
of suburban development. The present townscape of Tooting Bec is
mainly late-Victorian and Edwardian. This is seen with the
commercial properties lining Upper Tooting Road and with the
building of roads such as Selkirk, Hereward, Gatton, Broadwater,
Fircroft, Mandrake and Brudenell. There were also infill
developments occurring during the inter-war period, notably with
the building of the Bell Estate during the 1920s, which ¢entred on
Fishponds Road, and some Art Deco-styled commercial building
along the main road, for example the RACS building by Hebdon
Road.

The beginnings of modern Tooting Bec did not occur until 1855,
when a new parish was formed for the district out of the ancient
parish of Streatham. This saw the building of Holy Trinity Church
in Trinity Road, during 1854/55, to the designs of Anthony Salvin,
with later additions by Benjamin Ferrey in 1860. Furthermore, under
the Metropolis Management Act of 1855, Tooting Bec, along with
Streatham, Balham and Tooting Graveney, became embodied in the
newly formed Wandsworth District Board of Works, later to become
Wandsworth Borough Council. In confirmation of the importance of

Tooting Bec as a particular area, the parliamentary seat of Balham
and Tooting was created in 1918, an event which finally scvered her

ancient ties with Streatham after almost a thousand years. Today
Tooting Bec is a part of the London Borough of Wandsworth and
along, with Lower Tooting is generally considered to be Tooting, a
London suburb, although her roots are well embedded in the history
and heritage of Streatham parish.

This heritage trail, which takes you around the area generally
considered as being historic Tooting Bec, focuses upon the early and
pre-suburban aspects of her history — the historic sites. However,
there is much to see regarding Victorian and Edwardian Tooting
Bec, which is another part of her long history as she developed into
a London suburb.






This is
one of the
earliest
pictures
of Tooting,
taken in
1856, with
the Bell
Public

House on
the left.
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1. ARCHERY BUTTS Upper Tootmg Road near to
Hebdon Road. Recorded in 1526 as being in a two-acre
field — ‘where stood sometime a pair of Butts’. A two
acre field called Butts, known in the 1720s, is recorded
as being in the same arca. Possibly associated with
Buttyngate, mentioned in 1414 and being located in
Tooting Bec village. The site of the Butts is close to
the location of the medieval manor house, marked by
the mansion house, Park House.

2. BACK LANE Now Glenburnie Road. Known as
such in 1590 and 1662 and as the Cart Way during the

1720s. Stretching from Trinity Road to Beechcroft
Road. A medieval roadway and part of the planned
village of Tooting Bec, running along the backs of the
Burgage Plots facing the main road (Tooting Bec
Road). Dividing the village from the main agricultural
arca. Glenburnic Road was named in 1881 and
replaced Wroxham Villas and Glenburni¢ Terrace.

3. BEC SPRING & BOTTOMLESS PIT
SPRINGS Natural springs issuing from land to the
rear of Park House. Referred to in 1510 as a watering
place. Perhaps the Common Well mentioned in 1614.



Approximate locations for these springs would be the junction of
Fishponds/Ansell Roads. These springs fed the decorative water
features associated with the Manor House and probably the moat
surrounding the medieval property sited nearby. Water used in local
calico printing and for Rollisson’s Nursery. Leases issued during the
18th century controlled the use and distribution of the piped water.

4. BELL PUBLIC HOUSE Stood on the north comer of Price
Close (named in 1951) and Upper Tooting Road. Possibly the
Antelope of an earlier date. Known in 1622, when known by the
sign of the Bell and owned by Gabriel Livesey. With stables and a
skittle ground. Rebuilt by Stephen Smith during early 1760s. By
1803 had become the property of Streatham parish along with some
adjoining properties. Purchased by Elizabeth Bell in 1886, following
the death of her wealthy father, Alexander Bell, owner of the
adjoining Bell estate. She had the old building knocked down and
replaced by The Bell Coffee Palace in 1888. This was demolished in
1953. The building marked the southern end of the old village.

Bell Coffee Palace (left) in the early 7 90s



5. BENTE A medieval stone built house located on the
site of Park House, Upper Tooting Road. Likely to
have been the settlement place of the monks of Bec
during the 11th century. Probably the Rouseplace, the
home of William Rouse, bailiff of the manor and
Knight of the Shire of Surrey during the early 14th
century. House mentioned as Le Bente in 1507.
Occupied during the 1550s by the Brook family, who

1 Location of Bente. 2 Planned Medieval village. 3 Complex of water
features. 4 Probable area of Saxon settlement and early village.

by the 1620s held the manor of Tooting Bec. House
recorded as having a moat flowing around, which was
filled during the late 1570s by Richard Brook. Property
known to contain gardens, orchards and ponds, plus a
dovecote, vineyard, granary and numerous fields and
meadows. Among the associated fields was the Chapel

) Close, indicating a religious building nearby or chapel
STREATHAM within the house. In this field lay an aqueduct, piping
HERITAGE \yater from the nearby Bec and Bottomless Pjit Springs.

TRAIL




6. BERNARDES BYRIELES Prehistoric or Saxon in origin. A
cluster of burial mounds carrying the Saxon personal name of
Bemard. Recorded in the Battersea land charter of AD 693. A
boundary point along a line coming from Balham, via another
ancient burial place called Uckebyrge, sited perhaps near
Dalebury/Trinity Road, to meet with the River Wandle. A postulated
location for these burials has been placed on the high ground by
Streatham Cemetery. The Battersea boundary was used as the basis
for the western boundary of Streatham parish and Tooting Bec
Manor.

7. BLUMSOME’S FARM Farmhouse sited in Upper Tooting Road,
near to Topsham Road. Fields spread along Tooting Bec Road and
in the area of Ritherdon and Elmfield Roads, Balham. First recorded
in 1708 when John Blumsome agreed to become the tenant for 21
vears. Grew mainly grain crops and peas. Leased to Richard
Carpenter in 1753, then to Joseph Lucas in 1784 who purchased the
farm from the Duke of Bedford. Farm demolished and replaced by a
gentleman’s residence built in the gothic manner. Later the estate of
Sir William Rose, Magistrate for Middlesex during the 1860s. The
white stuccoed and nicely proportioned gate lodge to the house still
stands on the comer of Romberg Road with Tooting Bec Road.

8. BROADWATERS On
Tooting Bec Road. Large
house later known as
Knapdale. Originally a
medieval farmstead. name
taken either from the
Broadwater family, feudal
tenants of Tooting Bec
Manor, or from the ‘broad
waters’ — the moat, which
once surrounded the
property. Known as L et
Bradwater in 1448 and Knapdale in 1944




Brodwaters in 1590. Later the Manor House for
Tooting Bec Manor. Home of John Massingberd
(d.1653), one of the first treasurers of the East India
Company. His monument can be seen in St. Leonard’s
parish church. Rebuilt during the 18th century. In 1776
i : described as brick-built
with six rooms on each
floor, and ‘built on a
beautiful lawn, part of it
surrounded by a moat’.
With pleasure grounds,
coach house, stables and
meadow land. Containing
22 acres and surrounded by
a brick wall and paling
fence. The publlsher
Alexander Macmillan
occupied the house during
the 1860s; great-uncle of
Massingberd the ane Mlmster Harold Macmillan. House probably
monumentin pamed Knapdale after the home of the Macmillan Clan.

St. Leonard's : ;
Church, Subsequently  given by the family to the See of
Streatnam. Rochester as a residence for suffragan bishops. Later

St. Anselm’s Roman Catholic Preparatory School.

9. CAUSEWAY The stretch of Tooting Bec Road
from Elmbourne Road to just beyond Dr. Johnson
Avenue. Mainly a feature of Tooting Graveney
Common. Constructed because of the watery conditions
of the common. Possibly medieval in origin. Known in
1668 as the Cawsey. The roadway known as Crosweye
in 1404 and later as Streatham Lane and Long Road,
and presently Tooting Bec Road. Originally route
;;“:;‘;:a: linking the villages of Streatham and Tooting Bec. The
TRAIL causeway is visible from Tooting Graveney Common.




10. CHAPEL CROFT Land called the Chapel Croft in 1483 and
the Chappell Close in 1526. Probably located near to the Bec and
Bottomless Pit springs. Close contained two acres and was the
location of the aqueduct from the springs. Part of the lands
belonging to the medieval property called Bente, onetime manor
house of Tooting Bec. Indicates the existence of a lost chapel,
perhaps sited within the house. Source of the legend of there being
a Priory at Tooting Bec.

Central Hall Picture Palace, Upper Tooting Road, c1915

11. CLASSIC CINEMA Comer of Fircroft Road and Upper
Tooting Road. Opened as the Central Hall Picture Palace in October
1910. Designed by the architectural firm of Norfolk & Pryor. Seated
Just under 800 people. Re-named the Central Cinema in 1923, and
in 1936 became the Classic Cinema. Closed in 1983 and reopened
showing Asian films. From 1987 the Classic Nightclub. Part of the
building now used for commercial outlets. Has some interesting
architectural features, notably the decorative pilaster highlighting
the arched window feature. Original had a dome with supporting
pillars over the entrance comer.



\

12. FISHPONDS A series of water features of
varying size which lay on the low ground to the west of
Upper Tooting Road until the late 19th century. Result
of the local drainage pattern. During the 18th century,
they were ornamentalised as garden features for the
Manor House. Remembered with the naming of
Fishponds Road. a name approved in 1896 but with
most building taking place during the 1920s, and with
Garratt Fishponds Road playing field, which marks one of the
Lane water features. Water supply also came from the Bec

c1912 and Bottomless Pit Springs. |

13. GARRATT LANE Part marks the Streatham
parish boundary. Name given in 1886. An ancient route
shadowing the River Wandle. Perhaps originating as a
route linking the Saxon settlements along the Wandle
valley to the Thames. Known as How Layne in 1609
and 1745. Name taken from the Great How, one of the
[0 large medieval fields of Tooting Bec village. Recorded

) as Garret Lane in 1793. The name probably taken
;E“:#:gg from Garratt Farm located near Garratt Green and part

of the hamlet of Garratt. Farm known in 1695.

TRAIL




14. HAY’'S NURSERY A small nursery operating from ¢1760 to
¢1790. Run by Alexander Hay. Located in the area of Derinton-
Cowick Road area, Upper Tooting Road. Supplied to the Duke of
Bedford, roses and honeysuckle for the Manor House at Streatham
in 1767.

15. HOP POLE BREWERY Located just north of the King’s
Head public house. Known in 1840 when run by William Hayden.

The King's Head (left), Upper Tooting Road, in the early 1900s.

16. KING'S HEAD PUBLIC HOUSE Upper Tooting Road.
Listed Building. Originally, an alchouse built in 1621 and occupied
by William Wanerton. Adjoining was the King’s Head Field, known
in 1689 and located by Glenburnic Road and Beechcroft Road.
Premises were occupied by James Bonner in 1729. Known as the
King’s Head Inn from around the late 1780s. During 1803 recorded
as having coach houses, stables. vards, garden and an orchard.
Noted to have ‘genteel accommodations at reasonable charges’.
Rebuilt in 1896 to the designs of W. Brunton. Observe the use of
decorative stonework and ironwork to create a theatrical effect.
Visually an interesting building.



STREATHAM
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Lynwood | 17. LYNWOOD Large country mansion tckfo

Upper Tooting Road and built ¢1784, possibly by John
Peat. Located in the vicinity of Ravenfield Road and
Lynwood Road (name given in 1911). House had
extensive grounds, including lawns, gardens,
shrubberies and pasture. Gate Lodge stood by
Lessingham Avenue. The estate of Alexander Brodie
from 1795 to 1810. then property of William Fuller, a
London banker during the 1830s. Later home of the
wealthy Caroline Goldsmid during the 1870s and 80s
and then of George S. Miller. House demolished
c1910.

18. MANOR HOUSE A large winged mansion sited
between Hereward and Selkirk Roads. facing the
highway. With extensive grounds to the rear and an
omamental garden to the front. Associated with a
complex of water features dating to the 18th century,
but probably much earlier. Described in 1767 as a
‘large plastered house commonly called the Manor
House with a timber brew house. a brick stable and
meadow land’, and amounting to an 11 acre estate.
From 1785 to 1794 occupied by Samuel Rush and
noted at the time for the pleasure grounds adomed with
gravelled walks, shrubberies and ‘curious trees and



h

exotic plants’. The canals (moats) and cascades were supplied from
the nearby spring. In 1803 owned and occupied by Samuel Galinde.
Jacob Goodhart, a sugar refiner, was the owner from 1810 to 1835.
Following demolition of the house around 1894, members of the
Goodhart family moved to Mount Ephraim Road, Streatham.

Manor House c1894
19. MAYFAIR CINEMA Comer of Derinton Road and Upper
Tooting Road. Opened in 1932, designed by Harold Seymour Scott.
Seating capacity said to be for 1500 people. The cinema included a
stage, dance hall and café. Renamed the ABC Cinema in 1963,

Closed for alterations in 1971 and re-opened with reduced seating,
and with part of the building converted to the Painted Wagon pub.

Later re-named the Mayfair. Closed in 1979. Part of the building
used for the Bank of Baroda in 1985. In 1996, the circle foyer was
converted into a Muslim cultural centre. Original frontage much
changed with new additions.

20. OBLIGATION ROW Original name for an old lane which
linked the High Road with Back Lane (Glenburniec Road).
Developed from the 1830s. Contained a row of six terraced
properties and Perry Cottage. Name changed to Beechcroft Road in
1881.



21. OLD BRICK WALL Extant and alongside St
Augustine’s Church (built in 1929). Formerly
Broadwater Mission Hall, Broadwater Road. which was
named in 1896. The wall is dated to the 18th century
and was part of the north boundary wall of 'the Manor
House.

22. PARISH HOUSE Left to the parish by Gabriel
Livesey in a will of 1620. A property sited next to the
Bell Inn in Upper Tooting Road. Property leased to the
Churchwardens of Streatham during the 17th century.
Used to house the poor of the parish before the
building of the Workhouse on Tooting Bec Common in
1790, which closed in 1836.

Park Hill 23. PARK HILL A grand mansion house with

omamental grounds. Located in the vicinity of Morven
and Gateside Roads. Built during the late 18th century.
Occupied in 1831 by Margaret Coulthurst, widow.
Occupied during 1840s by Charles Candy, a silk merchant
who later moved to Wellfield House, Streatham
Common. By the 1850s home of Alexander Bell, a com
dealer who made his fortune during the Crimean War.
House part rebuilt in 1862. House later became a
Maternity Hospital. Demolished in 1924, The attractive
STREATHAM gate lodge. dating to the 1860s, still stands on the corner of
HERITAGE Maeven and Glonburnia Roade A further. earlier lodoe.
TRAIL stood in the vicinity of Ansell Road and the High Road.




24. PARK HOUSE
Later known as Park
Holme. Located back
from the High Road
between Ansell and
Hebdon Roads, and both
named in 1921. An old
mansion house of some
antiquity. Considered to

be the site of Bente, the :
medieval moated house. ParkHouse,alsoknown asPark Holme

House recorded in 1721, when the tenant was Edward Chalkhill. In
1764 recorded as being a brick house, with a brick and plastered
stable, sheep house and other buildings, and part of a 182-acre
estate, some of which lay in Tooting Parish. Occupied by the
Harrison family during the latter part of the 18th century, when
described as a ‘genteel modern building which stands about a 100
vards distance over a meadow’. William Pollard owner in 1803.
Recorded as being anciently surrounded by a moat and known as a
place of some antiquity. Occupied by Mrs Mary Smith during the
1830s, and during the 1850s by George Bousfield, a woollen
merchant. Home of Alexander Bell for a short time during the
rebuilding of Park Hill. Property later passed to his daughter
Elizabeth Bell, a local philanthropist, who turned the house into a
temporary home for needy gentlewomen. House demolished in
1924, During demolition, a Roman brick floor was reportedly
discovered. This was most likely medieval in origin, and a relic
from the old moated house.

25. PLANNED VILLAGE Remnants of the planned medieval
village of Tooting Bec can be viewed from modern map evidence
and in the present townscape. Notably Nos. 68 to 72 Upper Tooting
Road, where the burgage plots facing the High Road can be
perceived. Further examples can be seen nearby. The monks from
Bec, or when the manor was leased to Merton Abbey from 1394 to
1414, may have laid out the village.



26. ROLLISSON'S NURSERY A large nursery
covering the land to the west of Upper Tooting Road in
the area of Rogers and Broadwater Roads, Fishponds
Road sports grounds and down to Hereward and Moffat
Roads. Abutted also onto Streatham Cemeétery. Later
known as the Springfield Nursery, the American
Nursery and Tooting Nursery. Established during the
late 18th century, with two acres of land, by William
Rollisson. Became famous for the growing of orchids,
pitcher plants, erica and exotic plants. In 1803 recorded
as being a walled nursery ground and kitchen garden
with a dwelling and hothouses. By the late 1830s
contained forty-five acres and by the 1850s had

// //// / / // > /// // ///’/// ///./

’/“4)111‘9(‘1‘1)1111‘71\\ Q'-*mih‘nwn“ ik
William become a sixty-two acre nursery employing forty-three
Rollison men. Later known as William Rollisson and Sons,

and Son's nyrserymen and florist. Flourished until the death of

g‘il;;qee("‘(‘,' Goorge Rollisson in 1880, when some fifty hothouscs

dated 1861 and acres of planting beds and gardens marked the site.
Greenhouses and outbuildings covered the areas now
marked by Hereward and Moffat Roads, named as such
in 1880 and replacing a number of named villas and
terraced properties.

27. THE SOUTH WESTERN TAIL That part of
Streatham parish, which includes Tooting Bec village

> and extends towards the River Wandle in a finger-like
sTREATHAM Projection. Bounded by Wandsworth, Tooting
HERITAGE Gravency and Mitcham parishes. Reacheg ag far ac
TRALIL Plough Lane, Summerstown. Ceased to be part of




Tooting Bec manor by the late 17th century. Later treated as part of
Tooting Graveney when included in the estate of Percival Lewis.
Contained some ancient fields such as the Great Mead of 16 acres.
later the site of Streatham Cemetery, opened in 1893 and notable for
its medieval looking entrance and lodge, and the 15 acre Drunken
Bridge Field. St. Clement Danes Almshouses (Holborn Estate
Charity, founded 1552) now cover part of this field. Built in 1848-
49 as a block of forty almshouses for 20 aged men and 20 aged
widows or spinsters, who had been ratepavers in the parish of St
Clement Danes, Strand, for 5 years. Attractively built in red brick in
a traditional style and contains a chapel. laundry and bathhouse. Set
behind a lawn and garden area. A listed building.

28. TOOTING BEC COMMON Originally the wilds, or common
land, of the manor of Tooting Bec. Where villagers from Tooting
Bec and Streatham had certain rights of use over the common. such
as pasturing their animals or collecting wood or berries. Also called
Streatham Common or Tooting Heath. Known as Tooting Common
in 1595 and 1612. Adjoins Tooting Graveney Common, which was
the common land for the village of Tooting Graveney (Lower
Tooting). the boundary between the two is Dr Johnson Avenue.
Following the demise of the local manors, the Metropolitan Board
of Works acquired the commons for preservation and public
ownership; Tooting Graveney was acquired in 1873 and Tooting
Bec in 1868. Later the commons passed into the hands of the
London County Council and subsequenty the Greater London
Council. As the Tooting Commons, the Parks Department of
Wandsworth Borough Council now administers the open space.
Enclosing an area of 220 acres, the common presents a pleasing
ambience and along with nearby Streatham Common are our prime
heritage sites.

29. TOOTING BEC UNDERGROUND STATION Decp level
tube line. Opened 13 December 1926 as part of the City and South

London Railway extension to Morden. Later became part of the
Northern Line. Charles Holden designed the Station entrance. built



of white Portland stone, in the
modern style. Observe the
famous coloured glass London
Underground roundel seen
above the entrances; Originally
named Trinity Road. given
present name in October 1950.
Marks the beginning of
Tooting Bec village.

Trinity
Road
Station in
the 1930s

STREATHAM
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30. TOOTING GRAVENEY Village. Also known as
Lower Tooting to differentiate from Tooting Bec (Upper
Tooting). The name is derived from the Gravenel family
who were Lords of the Manor of Tooting during the 12th
century. The parish, considered to be the smallest in
Surrey, totalled some 565 acres (229 hectares). The
parish church is St. Nicholas, which before being rebuilt
in 1834 was a small church, noted for its round Saxon
tower and the surrounding moat. The village of Tooting
Graveney, often referred to as Tooting, was mainly
located along Mitcham Road.

31. TOTTERDOWN FIELDS An area of high
ground which lay on the edee of Tooting Bec village,
and covered by the Totterdown Estate built from 1901
to 1911. The elements of this Old English (Saxon)
compound name are ‘tot” — a lookout place, ‘aemn’ —
house and “dun” — hill. This suggests some form of
lookout position overlooking Stane Street to protect
London from Saxon incursions. in late Roman times, or

from Viking raiding parties. Presently marked by the
Totterdown Ficlds Conscrvation Arca.

32. TRAM WAY Better known as the Surrey Iron
Railway. A section of this early railway ran along the
edge of Mead Path at Plough Lane, Summerstown.



Mead Path, an ancient route shadowing the Wandle River. also
marked the south western extent of Streatham parish. As part of the
railway lay in the parish, the Company and Proprictors of the
railway paid a parish rate. In 1803 it was £35 and in 1810, 2s.6d
(12¥zp). The railway opened in July 1803 and ran from Wandsworth
to Croydon via Mitcham and was built by William Jessop. A narrow
gauge line of 4ft 2in (1.27m). Among the goods transported were
timber, clay, malt, bricks, flour, limestone. chalk, flints. fuller's
earth, coal and metals. Use of the line declined during the 1830s and
was closed down in 1846. Subsequently some of the track bed used
by the Iron railway was utilised for the steam railways and later for
the Croydon Tramlink system.

33. TRINITY ROAD
Ancient route. Known as
Wheatsheaf Lane in 1838
and as Wandsworth Lane
later. Present name given
in 1879. Extends to
Streatham as Tooting Bec
Road, previously
Streatham Lane., Long
Road and, during the & s
Middle Ages. as T rmtv Roatl aml Holv Trmzty
Crosweye. Also, part of Church in the early 1900s
the route from Battersea parish 1o the detached part of the parish at
Penge, via Streatham Common and Crown Point, Norwood. Perhaps
this is the origin of the road. Its straightness seen on early maps has
encouraged the suggestion the route may be of Roman origin.

34. UPPER TOOTING ROAD Follows the route and alignment
of Stane Street, the Roman road built during the 1st century AD.
Known as Upstrete in 1401, the Towne Streate in 1589 and Tooting
Street in 1729. Present name given in 1891 and replaced a number
of names including Gresham Place, The Parade, Lawn Cottages and
High Street. The road ceases to be Upper Tooting Road at Number




270, where the parish boundary divides Tooting
Graveney from Tooting Bec. Note the road name above
the shop. The parish boundary reached this point by
running along the ecast side of the road from
Letchworth Street after coming from the direction of

Tooting Common. The boundary progresses on towards
Garratt Lane, named as such in 1886.

T 35. VINEYARD Associated with the house called
' Bente. Richard Brook, the tenant, was given permission
Wheatsheaf .
Public 0 1575 to destroy the vines growing in his garden and
House pull down the frames upon which they grew.

36. WHEATSHEAF
PUBLIC HOUSE
Upper Tooting Road.
Originally, a house with
land attached and leased
to Peter Dalby in 1695,
Premises leased as an
Ale House in 1753 to
Richard Walthal by the
Duke of Bedford, Lord
of the Manor. In the
tenure of William
e Marston, victualler of
Tootmg, durmg the 1770s. Known as the Wheatsheaf
Inn by 1803, when owned by Alexander Brodie.
Contained stables, yards., summer rooms and a garden.
During the late 18th Century was the mecting place of
a society called the Beef-steak club, which met once a
month. Called a public house by 1818. In 1801 consent

) given to Messrs Tucker and Brothers to rebuild the
sTREATHAM Wheatsheaf, and to erect four houses and shops also on
HERITAGE th¢ site. Note the decorative details in the architectural
TRAIL design — has a “Tudorbethan” look about it.




STREATHAM
HERITAGE

TRAILS

This is one of a series of Heritage Trails
published by the Streatham Society. For details of
other ftitles in the series, or other publications
published by the Society contact:

The Streatham Society
219 Sternhold Avenue

Streatham
London SW2 4PG

Tel: 020 8674 0459
Email: admin@streathamsociety.org.uk

Web-site: www.streathamsociety.org.uk



THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Socicty was founded in 1974. Its aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for all who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the third
Monday of each month at 8pm at Woodlawns. 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is
open to all who agree with the aims of the society.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who are
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the
Streatham Society and the activities and programme of
the Local History Group contact:

Brian Bloice
220 Woodmanstorno Road
Streatham SW16 SUA
Tel: 020 8764 8314
Email: b.bloice/@btinternet.com
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