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STREATHAM HERITAGE TRAIL
THE TOOTING COMMONS

Originally there were three Commons in Streatham
parish. Two have survived, namely Streatham Common
and Tooting Bec Common. The other, Leigham
Common, was lost to enclosures during the first half of
the 19th century. In the adjacent parish of Tooting
Graveney lay Tooting Graveney Common, which abuts
Tooting Bec Common at Dr Johnson Avenue.

These commons were formed under the feudal system
of the Middle Ages and were an integral part of village
life. People from Tooting Graveney, Tooting Bec,
Balham and Streatham used these commons as a
community resource, a place where they could pasture
their flocks, keep their cattle, collect brushwood,
berries, furze and pursue their recreation. The common
land or "wastes" were often the poorer quality lands,
unsuitable for satisfactory cultivation and building. In
the case of the Tooting Commons the prevalent watery
conditions and the gravely nature of the soil were
contributory factors in their formation and extent.

Following the demise of the local manors, the

Metropolitan Board of Works acquired the commons
for preservation and public ownership; Tooting

Graveney was acquired in 1873 and Tooting Bec in
1868. Later the commons passed into the hands of the
London County Council and subsequently the Greater
London Council. At present the open space is
administered by the Parks Department of Wandsworth
Borough Council as the Tooting Commons. Enclosing

an area of 220 acres the common presents a pleasing STREATHAM
ambience and along with nearby Streatham Common is HERITAGE

one of our prime heritage sites.

TRAIL
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Dr. Johnson Avenue c1910 showing the Rustic Bridge on the left

1. AIR RAID PRECAUTION POST 1939-45. On Tooting Bec
Common. Built underground and opposite to Haverhill Road.
Destroyed during an air raid.

2. AIR RAID SHELTERS 1939-45. On Tooting Bec Common.
Corner of Emmanuel Road with Rastell Avenue and on the corner
opposite Cavendish Road.

3. AVENUE OF TREES ON Dr. JOHNSON AVENUE. Avenue

of oak trees, some still exist. Thought to have been planted to
celebrate a visit to Tooting by Queen Elizabeth 1 in 1600. The

original Avenue continued south beyond Tooting Bec Road to
Ullathorne Road. During the early 18th century the avenue consisted
of three rows of trees. The additional row may have been planted by
the Duke of Bedford. On the east side of the avenue flowed the York
Ditch. This watercourse originally marked the boundary between the
parishes of Streatham and Tooting Graveney. The watercourse was
open until the late 1920s. A wooden footbridge known as the “Rustic
Bridge” crossed the watercourse at the north end of the Avenue.



4. AVENUE OF TREES - GARRAD’S ROAD.
Avenue of oak trees, some still exist. Running obliquely
to Garrad’s Road from Tooting Bec Road to Bedford
Hill. Extant in 1729. Possibly planted by Robert Forth
during the late 16th century to commemorate the visit of
Queen Elizabeth 1 to his Streatham house. Avenue
appears to focus on the site of Tile Kiln Farm.

5. AVENUE OF TREES - TOOTING BEC ROAD.
A double avenue of elm trees. Running on 'the south
side of Tooting Bec Road in line with North Drive from
Ambleside Avenue to Dr. Johnson Avenue. Extant in
1729. Probably planted by the Duke of Bedford. An
additional line of trees on the common side jis said to
have been planted by Ralph Thrale of Streaiham Park
during the 1730s.

6. BARRAGE BALLOON SITE 1939-45. On
Tooting Bec Common. Opposite Sternhold Avenue near
to the railway bridge.

7. BEDFORD HILL. Thoroughfare laid out|during the
carly 1800s. Constructed as a route from Streatham to
Balham and for access to Bedford Hill House and
estate.

8. BEDFORD HILL HOUSE AND ESTATE. Estate
located on the north west edge of Tooting Bec
Common. Previously land of Covy’s Farm. The house,
one of the finest in the vicinity, was built by Richardson
Borradaile c1803. Sited between Ritherdon and
Veronica Roads. Estate part developed as the Heaver
Estate from the late 1880s. Wandsworth Conservation
e Area.

STREATHAM O, BLEAK HALL LANE. Present New Park Road.
HERITAGE K own as Balam Lane during 16th century. Ancient
TRAIL way to Tooting Bec Common. Marks parish boundary.




10. BOMB SITE - VI
FLYING BOMB 1944%. Near
the west corner of Dr. Johnson

Avenue with Tooting Bec
Road.

11. BOMB SITE - V2
ROCKET 1944. On the
common between the lake and
Tooting Bec Road.

12. BOUNDARY POSTS.
Marking the boundaries of the
commons. Erected by the
London County Council c1890.
Four posts have survived. Two
by the footpath from common
to Fontenoy Road. One at the
bottom of Drewstead Road and
the other on the corner with
Mantilla Road, Tooting.

13. BRICK WORKS 1880s.
Brick making works and clay
pit near Rastell Avenue. Bricks
manufactured for the building
of Telford Park Estate. Clay pit [piaes -
became a pond and local people e = Eiana T
skated there when iced over. Dr. Johnson Avenue

14. BUSHEY DOWN. Generally the area once Tooting Bec
Hospital now marked by a housing estate. Name taken from the
fields that used to be near Mantilla Road. Before the building of the
hospital during 1905 the site was occupied by Tooting House, the
19th century. manor house of Tooting Graveney, Bushey Down
House and Tooting Cottage. Adjacent to the hospital, by Franciscan
Road, was Newlands, a large 19th century mansion.




15. CAUSEWAY. This comprises the stretch of
Tooting Bec Road from Elmbourne Road to just
beyond Dr. Johnson Avenue. Mainly a feature of
Tooting Graveney Common. Constructed because of
the watery conditions of the common. Possibly
medieval in origin. Known in 1668 as the Cawsey. The
roadway was known as Crosweye in 1404 and later as
Streatham Lane and Long Road. Originally route
linking the villages of Streatham and Upper Tooting.
The causeway is visible from Tooting Graveney
Common.

16. CHURCH LANE. The ancient way from Tooting

Graveney village to the common. ‘

17. COMMON GATES. These existed at the
entrances to the commons. At Emmanual Road,
Elmbourne Road, the top of Church and Rectory Lanes
and at Ullathorne Road. At Bedford Hill there was a
lodge-gate to the Bedford Hill estate.

18. COTTAGES 19th CENTURY. Extant. Tooting

Bec Road opposite Elmbourne Road. Location of
smithy during the 19th century. Site known to have

been occupied since the 18th century.

19. DIXCOT. Extant. House designed by the
celebrated architect Charles Vosey in 1900. North
Drive overlooking Tooting Bec Common.

20. DRE. JOHNSON'S ELM. Located on Tooting
) Bec Common by Garrad’s Road between Prentis Road
STREATHAM and Becmead Avenue. A “fine old stump” in 1882.
HERLE A G Originally surrounded by an oak fence and later by iron
TRAIL railings. Stump disappeared after the first world war.




21. DRAGMIRE LANE. Known during 17th century. Present
Cavendish Road. Way to Tooting Bec Common from Clapham.
Lane part used as parish boundary between Streatham and Clapham.

22. DREW’S COTTAGES. Abutting Tooting Bec Common and
railway embankment by Drewstead Road. Probably built during the
mid-1850s by the London Brighton and South Coast Railway for
railway workers.

23. ELMS FARM 19th CENTURY. Farm located between
Huron and Streathbourne Roads facing Tooting Graveney Common.

24. FOUNTAIN. Tooting Bec Common, at the bottom of Dr.
Johnson Avenue. Erected in 1939 in memory of Joseph James
Jones. Designed by the architect, Leonard Poole.

Furzedown House c1912

25. FURZEDOWN. Originally the lands of a farm called Furzden.
Known in the 15th century. Farmhouse abutted Tooting Graveney
Common near to Clairview and Brookview Roads. The farmland
was later developed as the estate for Furzedown House built during
the late 1730s. Home of Daniel Haigh, master of the Surrey
Foxhounds during the 1820s and later of Colonel Seeley during the
1890s. House later became Furzedown Teachers’ Training College
and is now part of an educational complex. The Tooting Bec golf
course ran across the grounds.



26. GARRAD’'S ROAD. A sequence of houses
dating from the late 1870s to the 1920s. Interesting
mixture of Art Nouveau and Art Deco building styles.
Lambeth Conservation Area.

27. GOLF COURSE. From the 1800s. Course
extended across the two commons and the grounds of
Furzedown to Mitcham. Remembered in the naming of
Links Road. Cup played for known as the Tooting Bec
Trophy. Course closed during the mid 1930s,

28. HYDE FARM. At present the Hyde Farm estate,
Balham. Known during the 14th century as the Hyde
and later as Hydefelde. Developed as a farm during the
17th century when owned by Emmanuel College,
Cambridge. Pig farm during the 1880s. Land part used
as an athletic ground, base-ball park and cinder track
for cycling during the 1890s. Farm buildings used as
dressing rooms. Developed for housing from the 1900s.
Some of the farmland was acquired by the London
County Council to extend the northern arca of the
common.

29. KEEPER'S HUT. Tooting Bec Common by
Bedford Hill. Built ¢1888 and since demolished.

Building was located in the area called the Plantation
which lay on the north side of Bedford Hill. The

building, designed in the gothic style, was of half
timbered construction with inset herringbone brick
decoration, ornamental barge boards and a decorative
tiled roof.

30. KEEPER’S LODGE. Extant. Tooting Graveney
Common by Elmbourne Road. Built in 1879 for the
Metropolitan Board of Works by Messrs Laing. A good

) example of Board architecture. Decorative brick plague
STREATHAM on south front with date and monogram of “MBW”. On
HERITAGE the west side of the lodge a well was dug for the

TRAIL domestic water supply.




31. KINGSLAND’S HOUSE. Medieval Farmhouse. Known in the
17th century. Between the common and Culverden Road and just
north of the Priory. Some of the buildings encroached upon the
common and lay near to a large pond.

32. LAKE. Tooting Bec Common. Originally the result of gravel
diggings, the pond was later remodelled as an ornamental lake
during 1895. A short distance to the south-east of the lake was a
small pond known as the Dog Pond - now a water feature. To the
west side of the lake stood a keeper's hut, attractively built in wood
and surrounded by a fence. Boating took place on the lake from the
1920s to 1960s. Fossil tree with plaque surrounded by railings
located on the north edge of lake. Popular place for skating when
iced over. Inhabited by swans during the 1900s and at present a
haven for wildlife and plants.

v
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ake on Tooting Bec Common c1905
33. LODGE - TO FURZEDOWN HOUSE. Extant. Tooting
Graveney Common by Furzedown Drive. Built c1860s replacing an

earlier lodge. One of the last remaining gate-lodges in the Streatham
and Tooting area.

34. LODGE - TO STREATHAM PARK Lodge stood on east
corner of Aldrington Road with Tooting Bec Road. Built c1860s and
demolished c1956.



35. MOAT FIELD. Known in 1706 and part of
Covy's Farm. Area of Byrne and Fernlea Roads
abutting Tooting Bec Common. Possibly marking a
medieval moated farmhouse known as “Balams”.

36. PONDS. On Tooting Bec Common at the corner
with Rastell Avenue and Emmanuel Road. Pond
considered insanitary and filled in during 1893. On
Tooting Graveney Common by Tooting Bec Road.
Known as The Small Lake. Replaced an existing pond
nearby. Constructed ¢1905 and subsequently became a
yachting pond. Until the late 19th century there were
numerous ponds an Tooting Graveney Common
created from centuries of gravel digging.

37. POUND. The site of the pound for Tooting Bec
Manor and Streatham and Tooting Bec Village. 19th
century. On Tooting Bec Common. Near the corner of
Garrad’s Road with Tooting Bec Road and a short
distance away from Dr. Johnson's Elm.

38. POUND. The site of the pound for Tooting
Graveney Manor and Tooting Village. 1860s. On

Tooting Graveney Common. Corner of Tooting Bec
Road with Elmbourne Road. Site now a landscaped

area.

39. PREFABS. Tooting Bec Common. Erected mid
1940s. 32 between railway embankment and
Emmanuel Road and opposite Scholars to Haverhill
Roads. 42 erected on the cast side of Dr. Johnson
Avenue.

= 40. RAILWAY EMBANKMENT. Tooting Bec

STREATHAM
HERITAGE

TRAIL

Common. Streatham Hill to Balham stations. Built for
the West End and Crystal Palace line of the London
Brighton and South Coast Railway in 1855. Track



widened during the following decade and concrete arch
embankment built on the north side. L.C.C. / L.B.& S.C. Railway
boundary marks on the embankment wall. Original railway bridge
structures extant.

41. RAILWAY LINE. Tooting Bec
Common. Croydon to Balham
branch of the London Brighton and
South Coast Railway. Built across
Tooting Bec Common during
1861/62. Track widened during [
1884. Originally the line was |
enclosed by post and rail fence. Loss

of many old oak trees during [
construction across common. :

42. RECTORY LANE. Known as |
Back Lane during the 19th century.
Followed an ancient watercourse and
marked the parish boundary between
Tooting Graveney and Streatham.

43. ROCKET BATTERY SITE
1939-45. Tooting Bec Common.
Just west of the Lido and between
Tooting Bec Road and Bedford Hill.
Battery consisted of 64 twin 5-inch =
unrotated rocket projectile launchers. |
Regimental H.Q. located at EESEEEESE T
Newlands House, Tooting Bec Road. Rectory Lane ¢1907

44. ATHLETICS TRACK. Tooting Graveney Common. There
was public concern about the loss of common land. Built 1936/37 as
a cinder track and laid out as four laps to the mile. First events took
place in April 1937. First track in London to have floodlighting
installed - late 1940s. Used by many famous athletes including
Gordon Pirie, the Olympic medallist, and Dereck Ibbotson.




45, STREATHAM PARISH WORKHOUSE.
Tooting Bec Common. Built in 1790 on an enclosed
piece of common land. Located next to Dr. Johnson
Avenue by Hillbury Road. Later used as a warehouse
and demolished 1841. The existing wall along the side
of the keeper's lodge by Dr. Johnson Avenue may have
been part of the workhouse building.

46. STREATHAM PARK. Originally the medieval
house and estate of Moorefields. House rebuilt 1576.
Developed from the 1740s as Streatham Park by the
Thrale family. Common land was enclosed to enlarge
the estate. House often visited by Dr. Johnson, Edmund
Burke, David Garrick and Sir Joshua Reynolds. Home
of Lord Shelbourne, Prime Minister, during the early
1780s. The house faced Tooting Bec Common and its
location is marked by a Streatham Society blue plague
in Colson Way. Dr. Johnson’s mulberry tree can also
be seen in Colson Way. House demolished 1863.
Developed as the Streatham Park Estate from the late
1870s with further development taking place in the
1930s and in the post-war decades.

47. SUSSEX HOUSE. Extant. Built in 1880. Used as
a school and later became Cheltonia College which
closed in 1941. Overlooking Tooting Bec Common,
west corner of Ambleside Avenue. Large house of
architectural interest designed by a well known local
architect, Frederick Wheeler.

48. TEA HOUSE. Extant. Tooting Bec Common near

TTI) to Bedford Hill. Built 1905/06 by the London County
STREATHAM Council. A good example of vernacular architecture to
HERITAGE be seen on LCC open spaces. Nearby stood a granite

TRAIL drinking fountain.




Steatham Park
49. TELFER’S COTTAGE. On Tooting Bec Common. Corner
with Emmanuel Road and Rastell Avenue. Gave name to Telferscot
Road. Built ¢1802. Known also as Parson’s Cottage. Was a laundry
and unofficial refreshment house. Demolished ¢1901.

50. THE PRIORY. Extant. Built in 1812. Considered a perfect

example in miniature of early 19th century Gothic. Facing Tooting
Bec Common and near to Bedford Hill. Also known as Bedford

Grove, Bedford Priory and Oaklawn. Became Harlington School
1892-1905. Architecturally one of the more interesting buildings
overlooking the commons. The Priory was the focus of a notable
Victorian inquest regarding the Bravo poisoning mystery of 1876.

51. THRALE ROAD. Called Green Lane during the 17th

century. Way from Streatham to Tooting Bec Common via Potter’s
Lane. May have originally been part of the route to the detached

part of Battersea Parish at Penge.



52. TILE KILN FARM. Known in 1697. Area of
Bedford Hill and Abbotswood Road. Site of medieval
tile and brick making complex. Known as The Tyle
House in 1506. Later became Heath’s Farm. Rebuilt
c1810 by John Kymer. Layer home of Robert Garrard
the goldsmith. Demolished c1875 and replaced by
Woodfield which was pulled down in 1935. Grounds
developed for housing and Battersea Grammar School.

53. TOOTING BEC LIDO. Tooting Bec Common.

Built 1905/06 by the London County Council. When

Sir built one of the largest open air pools in the country.

Arthur Modernisation undertaken during 1931 when dressing
Blackwood boxes and a filtration house with fountain were added.

54, WOOD LODGE. Large mansion sited
on the corner of Tooting Bec Gardens with
Garrad’s Road. Site called Nicholas in
1487. House built 1583 and rebuilt ¢1752.
Home of Sir Dudley Ryder, Lord Chief
Justice, during 1750s, Rowland Richardson
(miniature painter) in the 1790s and Sir
Arthur Blackwood, secretary to the Post
Office during the 1880s. Earl Roseberry
stayed at the house when a boy. The house
was demolished in 1920.

55. WOODLANDS. Home of Henry Doulton,
founder of the pottery firm. A large mansion facing
Tooting Graveney Common. The junction of Clairview
Road with Woodnock Road marks the site.

— 56. YEW TREE LODGE. Extant. Built 1898. West
STREATHAM Drive overlooking Tooting Graveney Common. A large
HERITAGE hoyse designed and lived in by the well known
TRAIL architect Leonard Stokes.
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This is one of a series of Heritage Trails
published by the Streatham Society. For details of
other titles i the series, or other publications
published by the Society contact:

The Streatham Society
219 Sternhold Avenue

Streatham
London SW2 4PG

Tel: 020 8674 0459

Email: streasoc@wwwebspace.co.uk
Web-site: http//www.wwwebspace.co.uk/streasoc



THE STREATHAM SOCIETY

The Streatham Society was founded in 1974. Its aim is
to maintain and improve the quality of life for all who
live and work in Streatham. It publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter and holds regular meetings on the third
Monday of each month at 8pm at Woodlawns, 16
Leigham Court Road, Streatham, SW16. Membership is
open to all who agree with the aims of the society.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The Local History Group of the Streatham Society holds
monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month at
8pm at Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,
SW16 and a warm welcome is extended to all who| arc
interested in the history and heritage of Streatham.

For further details concerning membership of the
Streatham Society and the activities and programme of
the Local History Group contact:

Brian Bloice
220 Woodmansterne Road

Streatham SW16 SUA
Tel: 020 8764 8314
Email: brianbloice@btinternet.com
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